
WASPS know exactly how high
the mountain is after being
handed their own three peaks
challenge this week with the draw
for next season’s inaugural
Champions Cup.

The black and golds qualified for
the new European club competi-
tion as bottom seeds by virtue of
their play-off win over Stade Fran-
cais last month.

But they’ll have to overcome
that tag and a recent history of
knocking about in the shadows of
greater objects if they hope to
make the play-offs.

Dai Young’s men have been
grouped with Irish thoroughbreds
Leinster, Top 14 runners up Cas-
tres and fierce domestic rivals
Harlequins in Pool Two.

Only the pool winners are guar-
anteed a place in the last eight,
with three best second-placed
teams joining them.

Young said: “We always knew it
would be a tough pool after quali-
fying as bottom seed, but my ini-

tial reaction is one of excitement.
“We know it will be a massive

challenge for us as a squad and
rugby department, but it’s the
kind of challenge we are all really
looking forward to.

“This is where we, the club and
our supporters want to be, playing
in the top competition against the
best teams in Europe.”

“Leinster speak for themselves
in terms of quality. They have
been one of the best teams in
Europe over the last five or six
years, while Castres are the sec-
ond best team in France, with a big
budget.

“We also know that our near
neighbours Harlequins are a qual-
ity outfit, so it will be a challenge.

“But if you want to improve and
get better you have to challenge
yourself against the best.

“I am excited for the players, the
coaches and Wasps supporters.

“Our performances against
Stade Français showed what we
are capable of on our day, even
against the bigger squads in
Europe, and those performances
will give us plenty of self-belief
going into the new season.”

Wasps will be considerably
strengthened by the time the
group games come around in the
autumn, with new signings reach-
ing double figures this summer.

Whether it’s enough to make up
the ground on Europe’s elite clubs
remains to be seen though.

Captain Chris Bell said: “It will
be a big step up from the Challenge
Cup, but it’s an opportunity we’ve
worked hard for and we will try to
grab it with both hands.

“Without a doubt this is where

we all want to be and we’re really
happy that our supporters will be
able to watch Wasps back in the
top tier of Europe after showing us
fantastic support over the last few
years.

“I was watching the draw at
Twyford Avenue with the back-
room team and it was really excit-
ing waiting for our name to be
drawn.

“There are 20 incredibly strong
teams, so we knew it would be a

tough pool whichever teams we
were drawn against, but it’s a
hugely exciting challenge.

“Leinster are very strong, they
won the Pro 12 and have a great
European heritage, while Castres
have really been pulling up trees
in the French league and just got
pipped in the Top 14 Final.

“We obviously know Quins very
well and have a lot of respect for
them. That will be a very short
away trip.”
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THE arrival of Rob Miller means Elliot
Daly should be free to focus on play-
ing outside centre next season.

Daly played much of last season at
full back after Hugo Southwell was
forced to retire, before he finally
moved to his favoured 13 shirt when
he and Andrea Masi swapped posi-
tions.

Almost immediately Wasps redis-
covered an attacking threat and Daly
hopes to spark the side from midfield
again next season.

He said: “I’ve played full-back, wing
and midfield for Wasps, but hopefully I
can play more at 13 next season.

“I just want to get better every year
and settle into a position where I can
be more of a playmaker for the side.

“I want to be much more of a cre-
ative force next season. I want to
make more space for other people and
I’m working on that.

“We’ve signed good attacking play-
ers for next season in Rob Miller and
Alapati Leiua and they can help push
us to the next level.

“I want to be central to that and
with guys like Rob, Christian Wade and
Tom Varndell in our back three, we’ll
have real license to attack.”

Wasps handed their own
three peaks challenge

Pool 1:
Saracens, Munster, Clermont
Auvergne, Sale Sharks

Pool 2:
Leinster, Castres, Harlequins,
Wasps

Pool 3:
Toulon, LeicesterTigers, Ulster,
Scarlets

Pool 4:
Glasgow Warriors, Montpellier,
Bath,Toulouse

Pool 5:
Northampton Saints, Racing
Metro, Ospreys, BenettonTreviso

Dai Young will lead his side into Europe’s top tier competition
next season.

WASPS pairTaione Vea and Ricky
Reeves have signed for London Welsh.

Welsh beat Bristol to return to the
Aviva Premiership this week.

Both players were released by
Wasps at the end of last season.

Meanwhile,Tommy Bell has signed
for Championship side Jersey and
Rory Pitman has joined Scarlets.

FLY half Joe Carlisle has joinedTreviso
after being released by Wasps.

Carlisle endured a difficult start to
his Wasps career but improved as the
season developed, making 25 appear-
ances for the club.

However, the signing of Scottish
international Ruaridh Jackson as well
as rising talent Alex Lowowski spelled
bad news for the 26-year-old.

Director of rugby DaiYoung said:
“Joe is a talented player who I am
sure will do a good job for whichever
club he decides to join from here.”

Daly wants central
role next season

Position of strength

Carlisle on the way

On the move

CHIEF executive Nick Eastwood
believes Wasps’ place in the Champi-
ons Cup next season makes them a
significantly greater attraction to play-
ers.

Most of the current squad have
already signed contract extensions
while negotiations with England lock
Joe Launchbury, whose deal runs out
next summer, will also be easier now
the club is in Europe’s top tier.

Eastwood said: “Qualifying for the
ERCC is huge and the most important
thing is what it says about the club,
where we’ve got to and where we’re
going.

“We are on the way back and it
makes a significant statement of
intent, to current players and those we
might look to sign.

“It’s hugely important to guys who
are thinking about where they want to
be and if they’re playing in the top
European competition against world-
class players. And we have a lot of
exciting young English guys we’d like
to hold on to.”
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WANDERERS are believed to have
twice been rebuffed by Preston
North End this week as Gareth
Ainsworth returned to his former
club in a bid to strengthen his
squad for next season.

Blues are understood to have
asked about bringing defender Ben
Davies to Adams Park, and when
that request was rejected they
turned their attention to former
striker Stuart Beavon.

Beavon scored 25 times for Wan-
derers in 2011/12 to earn a move to
Deepdale, but hasn’t been any-
where near as prolific since then.

Meanwhile Ainsworth is cur-
rently in talks with three possible
new signings, with a left back top of
his summer wish list.

The Wanderers chief has previ-
ously said he is keen to have the

majority of his new-look squad in
place ready for the start of pre-sea-
son training, which begins at the
end of the month.

His focus at the moment is on
bringing in permanent signings,
with loan transfers a possibility
nearer the beginning of the season.

Director Dave Roberton said:
“Gareth has a list of players. Three
players, we’ve got discussions
ongoing at this moment in time. If
we can land two of those three
players, I think we’ll be very happy.

“We can bring in three more
players and have the spine of a
very good team. The priority is a
left back. We want Sam Wood to
play further forward.”

He added: “We are concentrating
on getting in two or three players
rather than loans.”

No Wanderers homecoming for Beavon
WASPS’ back row James Haskell
has been left out for England’s
second Test against the All
Blacks, kicking off in Dunedin on
Saturday morning.

His place has been taken by
Tom Wood, although Joe Launch-
bury starts again at lock and Matt
Mullan is again named among the
replacements.

England lost the first Test 20-15
in Auckland last weekend, when
Haskell was their top tackler with
13 and none missed. He also won
four turnovers.

England: Brown, Tuilagi, Burrell,
Twelvetrees,Yarde, Farrell, Care;
Morgan, Robshaw, Wood, Parling,
Launchbury, Wilson, Webber, Mar-
ler.
Replacements: Hartley, Mullan,
Brookes, Lawes, Vunipola,Youngs,
Burns, Ashton.

Haskell left out


