
MATT Bloomfield said he can see
himself staying at Wanderers for
the rest of his career – saying he
wouldn’t be able to replicate the
rapport he has with Blues fans at
any other club.

Still only 30 years old, the mid-
fielder said he wants to continue
playing for as long as possible
after serving Wanderers for the
last decade.

The reception he was given
from nearly 8,000 fans packed into
Adams Park for his testimonial
match on Wednesday night served
to underline what the club and its
supporters means to Bloomfield.

He said: “It was a dream come
true. It’s just very humbling. I was
choked. Ten years is a third of my
life and to spend it here is incredi-
ble – I’ve loved every minute of
it.”

And it helped persuade him
Adams Park is the place to be for
the rest of his playing days.

He said: “When decisions have
been made to make contract
choices in the past that plays a big
part in my decisions – I wouldn’t
be able to build up that relation-

ship with the fans.
“I would never be able to build

the relationship at any other club,
so why would I want to [move
on]?”

Bloomfield added he wanted to
carry on for as long as possible,
after seeing manager and former
room mate Gareth Ainsworth
dust off his boots for one last out-
ing in the quarters.

The midfielder, who has just
completed his UEFA B licence
coaching badge, said: “I want to

play as long as my body will let
me. I have no desire to give up
playing whatsoever. You’re a long
time retired – my dad played local
football and would still love to
play on if he could.

“You see the gaffer coming on,
he can’t give it up either. I love
football as much as the next man
and I will keep going as long as I

possibly can, that’s for sure.
“I’ve come back this pre-season

with more hunger, more desire,
more enthusiasm than I have ever
had, because I know this job won’t
last forever.

“I know how much this job
means to me and I will do every-
thing I can to make sure it lasts as
long as possible.”
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Coming soon...
Your chance to be a sports
journalist for a day:

We are inviting readers to send
in their 300 word match reports,
with the best one published in
the paper, with a byline, the fol-
lowing Friday.

The top three will be pub-
lished online.

Reports can be from any
sport, any level and any age
group.

We will also publish the best
submitted sports picture of the
week, so get snapping!

Want to know what is hap-
pening in your area?

The BFP is going to introduce a
weekly sports diary, listing all
the fixtures, galas, athletics
meets, golf tournaments coming
up in the coming weeks.

We need your help though, so
if you have anything you want
us to include in the diary please
let us know with as much
advance notice as possible.

We can’t advertise it if we
don’t know about it!

Want to have your say on the
hot topics of the week?

Sport is all about opinions and
we would like to hear yours.

We have introduced a weekly
comment to get people talking.

Read the first installment on
page 165, ‘A little bit of rain
never hurt anyone, so what are
schools scared of?.

Comments of up to 300 words
will be considered, so if you’re a
player, coach, parent or fan with
something to say, tell us!

What is happening at your
school?

We are going to introduce a
school sports page every month,
dedicated to the best achieve-
ments from pupils from around
the area.

The achievements can be
while representing the school or
competing individually or as
part of a club.

So, have you or any of your
classmates done something
worth shouting about?

We’d love to know about it.
To submit or for details,

a.feldberg@london.newsquest.co.uk
01494 755094 or @Alan_Feldberg

WASPS kick off the new Aviva Premier-
ship season against Saracens atTwick-
enham on September 6 and director of
rugby DaiYoung says it’s time to draw a
line under their recent near misses and
Rugby HQ.

Last year they lost 16-15 to Harle-
quins when Andy Goode’s last minute
conversion hit a post, and the year
before they were beaten 42-40 by the
same team after leading 40-13 midway
through the second half.

Young said: “It would be nice to get a
win in the Double Header this year. It
would be nice to win rather than be bit-
ing our nails at the end but we’re play-
ing Saracens which is always tough.”

Wasps did actually beat Sarries the
last time the sides met atTwickenham
at the start of the 2011/12 season.

Young said: “We’re really looking for-
ward to it and it’s always a great occa-
sion – win, lose or draw it doesn’t
change the fact that it’s a great experi-
ence for the players and the supporters.

“I know everybody is excited for it
and hopefully we’ll come away from
there this year with a smile on our
face.”

TOM Varndell says a run out at the Rio
Olympics would be a fine way to sign
off his career in 2016.

The Wasps winger isn’t following for-
mer team-mate Charlie Hayter into the
England Sevens squad just yet but, at
28, he has his sights set on a grand
send off.

He said: “I had a great experience
while I was in the England 7s and I’ve
had a great experience playing 7s for
my club – both LeicesterTigers and
Wasps.

“It’s a great game to play and a very
exciting time with it now being an
Olympic sport.

The Olympics is definitely on my
radar – it would be a great way to
round off my career.”

Hayter joined the England Sevens
squad this summer and could feature
at the Commonwealth Games later this
month.

Varndell played at the Games in 2006
and has also been a regular in the Pre-
miership Rugby 7s.

He said: “It’s in the back of my mind
but it’s there.The Olympics would be
unbelievable – I did the Commonwealth
Games over in Melbourne and that was
a fantastic experience but the Olympics
is one step better than that.

“I love to be an Olympian and I’d
love to win a medal over there in Brazil,
especially for Great Britain – that would
be fantastic.”

Varndell could play for
Wasps in the Premiership 7s
Series on August 1.

Wasps have been
drawn with
Northampton, Sara-
cens and Harlequins
for the Franklin’s
Gardens group
matches.

Focus in the short-
term remains on the
Premiership Rugby
7s Series with
Wasps facing a
fiercely competi-
tive Group C at
Franklin’s Gardens
on August 1.

Varndell eyes
Rio send off

Twickenham troubles

Bloomfield’s
perfect ten

by ANDY CARSWELL
acarswell@london.newsquest.co.uk

‘I’ve come back this
pre-season with more
hunger, more desire,

more enthusiasm than
I have ever had,

because I know this
job won’t last forever.’

JOHN Terry and Branislav
Ivanovic were among the scorers
as Chelsea cruised to a
comfortable victory in Matt
Bloomfield’s testimonial match.

Fans celebrating the midfield-
er’s ten years of service at
Adams Park gave him a raptur-
ous reception at kick off and
when he was withdrawn towards
the end.

In between the 7,744 supporters
packed into the ground saw some
of Chelsea’s Premier League
stars turn on the style as they
won the game 5-0.

Patrick Bamford, fresh from a
prolific season with MK Dons,
added to his burgeoning reputa-

tion by netting the only goal of a
first half, before Jose Mourinho
rang the changes at half time
and was rewarded with four
more goals through Izzy Brown
(two), Terry and Ivanovic.

But the night belonged to
Bloomfield, the only player left
over from the 1-1 League Cup
semi-final draw in 2007.
Wanderers: Ingram, Lewis (Driver),
Doherty (Fletcher), Pierre, Jacobson
(Jombati), Cowan-Hall (Morias),
Bloomfield (Evans), Scowen (Murphy),
Wood (Kretzschmar), Hayes
(Ainsworth), Craig (McClure).
Attendance: 7,744

BLUES boss Gareth Ainsworth
said some of his players had an
eye opening experience as they
got their pre-season campaign off
to a winning start at non-league
Cheshunt.

Matt McClure scored twice in
quick succession in a first half
controlled by Blues in an accom-
plished display, before the entire
team was swapped at half time.

A disjointed effort from a side
featuring three second half trial-
ists followed as Cheshunt hit back
to level thanks to Tunde
Adewumni’s brace.

Blues snatched victory late on
thanks to a spectacular own goal
from Nic Barratt, but Ainsworth

said the day was all about gaining
fitness and trying people out in
new positions.

He said: “We’ve got quality and
taken a risk on numbers. I had a
good luck at some people, looked
at what people need to do to get up
to the grade and find out where
we are.”
Wanderers first half: Ingram,
Scowen, Doherty, Pierre, Jacobson,
Evans, Murphy, Wood, Hayes,
Holloway, McClure.
Second half: Lynch, Jombati,
Fletcher,Tank, Nditi, Cowan-Hall,
Kretzschmar, Lewis, Morias, Craig,
Mannion.

Matt Bloomfield celebrated a decade at Wanderers with a testi-
monial against Chelsea on Wednesday evening.

Chelsea show Premiership class Blues kick off with hard-earned win
Cheshunt 2, Wanderers 3
ANDY CARSWELL reports

Wanderers 0, Chelsea 5
ANDY CARSWELL reports


