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WANDERERS
FIXTURES
2014/15

AUGUST:
9..........Newport County ......a

12 ........Millwall Lge Cup ......a
16 ................Carlisle ..............h
19 ..............Tranmere ............h
23..............Stevenage............a
30 ..................York ................a

SEPTEMBER
6 ....................Bury ................h
13 ..............Mansfield ............h
16 ..............Plymouth ............a
20 ............Portsmouth ..........a
27..........Cambridge Utd........h

OCTOBER
4 ............Northampton ........h
11 ............Morecambe ..........a
18........A.F.C. Wimbledon......h
21 ................Exeter ..............a
25 ............Dag & Red............h

NOVEMBER
1 ..............Oxford Utd ..........a
8 ............. FA Cup 1................
15 ..........Burton Albion ........h
22 ............Cheltenham ..........a
29..............Hartlepool ............a

DECEMBER
13 ..............Southend ............h
20............Accrington S..........a
26..................Luton................h
28 ............Shrewsbury ..........a

JANUARY
3................Hartlepool............h
10 ..................York ................h
17 ..................Bury ................a
24 ..............Mansfield ............a
31 ............Portsmouth ..........h

FEBRUARY
7............Cambridge Utd........a
10 ..............Plymouth ............h
14 ........Newport County ......h
21 ................Carlisle ..............a
28..............Stevenage............h

MARCH
3 ................Tranmere ............a
7 ................Southend ............a
14 ............Shrewsbury ..........h
17............Accrington S..........h
21..................Luton ................a
28 ............Dag & Red............a

APRIL
4 ..............Oxford Utd ..........h
6 ............Burton Albion ........a
11 ............Cheltenham ..........h
14 ................Exeter ..............h
18........A.F.C. Wimbledon ......a
25 ............Morecambe ..........h

MAY
2 ............Northampton ........a

The nine men Wanderers
there’s no repeat of last
IT’S been a busy summer of transfers at

Adams Park, with no fewer than nine play-
ers arriving. Andy Carswell looks at the

men who’ve been brought in as Wanderers
boss Gareth Ainsworth reshapes the squad
that diced with death last season.

Sido Jombati Por-
tuguese right back
who likes to get for-
ward signed from
Cheltenham Town,
where he was a
fans’ favourite.
Over six foot tall, he
scored in the
friendly at Che-
sham United. Has
signed a two-year
deal.

Joe Jacobson Released
by Shrewsbury Town
despite winning their play-
er of the year and goal of
the season awards last
year, he looks to be the
answer to Blues’ problem
left back area. His arrival
will be like signing two
players as it allows last
season’s emergency left

back Sam Wood to move back into his favoured
left midfield slot. Has signed a two year con-
tract at Adams Park.

Aaron Pierre
The tall, strong central
defender was very
impressive in a loan
spell at Adams Park last
season and delighted
Wanderers fans by
rejecting a new contract
at Championship side
Brentford to sign a three
year deal with Blues.
The 21-year-old will help
to provide the on-field
leadership Wanderers
lacked at times during
last season.

Paul Hayes
A proven lower league
goalscorer, Hayes hit
six goals in six games
during a brief loan
spell with Blues in 2012.
Big things are expected
from the 30-year-old-
former Scunthorpe
man who has signed a
two year contract.

Peter Murphy
Capable of playing in defence and midfield, the
Liverpudlian has been a vocal leader in pre-
season. The 24-year-old was last season’s nine-
goal top scorer for Accrington Stanley where
he’d spent the last eight years. And he gave
Wanderers fans a glimpse of his scoring touch
with a spectacular winner in last week’s
friendly win at Barnet.

PAUL Hayes says he has unfin-
ished business at Adams Park
after the shambolic way he
was forced to leave Blues first
time around.

The striker’s six goals in six
games gave Blues an upturn in
fortune and hope of avoiding
relegation from League One
back in 2012.

But his parent club Charlton
recalled him early from his
loan and without Hayes lead-
ing the line Blues couldn’t sus-
tain their form and took the
drop.

Meanwhile, Hayes wasn’t
able to force his way back into
the team at The Valley and was
released at the end of the sea-
son.

He’s now back with Blues
after spells with Brentford,
Crawley, Plymouth and anoth-
er of his former clubs Scun-
thorpe, who he helped to pro-
motion last year.

And he said: “I was left with
the opinion if the opportunity
was there, I’d love to come
back and I’d grab it with both
hands. I feel I’ve got unfin-
ished business. I’m not on
loan, I’m committed, I really
want to do well for Wycombe
and want the club to do well.

“The manager’s turned
things around. We can start to
do well and bring the good
times back.”

The 30-year-old said: “It was
a shame I had to go back to
Charlton. It was a lose/lose sit-

uation for me and the club.
There were five games left,
Charlton called me back to
play one game and I was back
where I was.

“It was a shambles the way it
happened. Wycombe got rele-
gated and I felt there was noth-
ing I could do about it.”

Hayes has been handed the
number nine shirt and is the
man Blues fans have pinned
their hopes on for goals – but
he’s not feeling under any
extra pressure to perform.

He said: “I put pressure on
myself. Ask my wife and kids –
I’m a nightmare on a Sunday
after a game if I haven’t done
well in or had a bad result.

“Being given the number
nine shirt is a privilege. If
you’re old school you think
‘number nine, you’re the strik-
er, you’ll score the goals’. I
want to do that.”

His likely strike partner this
season, Matt McClure, was on
the fringes of the first team
squad when Hayes was last
here, and he’s been impressed
by his progress.

Hayes said: “In training the
first thing I saw was he was a
goalscorer. He’s a good finish-
er, has a great attitude and has
got other attributes. If he
brings that to this season, we
are going to have a player on
our hands.

“He’s coming in early, doing
his work and staying late. He’s
very focused.”

Unfinished business

BOSS Gareth Ainsworth has banned
his players from calling him Gaz and
ordered them to address him as
gaffer in a bid to improve discipline.

As a Wycombe player Ainsworth
was universally known as Gaz and
initially was happy for his former
team mates to continue to refer to
him by his nickname even after tak-
ing the managerial hotseat.

But he admitted last season it
became hard to assert his position of
authority because of that and a
resulting laid back attitude and lack
of discipline had near disastrous
consequences, as Blues survived rel-
egation by the skin of their teeth.

With a new squad and new season
starting, Ainsworth is determined to
underline the fact he’s the one in
charge.

He said: “The respect last year got
close to the line. I thrived on disci-
pline all my career and I believe the
discipline could’ve been better last
year, and it definitely is better now.

“This is going to be a tighter ship
with fewer people so it’s going to be
easier to manage. Getting so many
new players has helped that transi-
tion.”

Meanwhile, Ainsworth has given
his clearest indication yet he plans to
make a playing comeback this year.

The Blues boss officially retired
from playing at the end of the 2012/13
season after making exactly 600
appearances in his career, but injury
crises last year meant he named him-
self as a substitute on a couple of
occasions.

He made a few appearances as a
player in pre season and it was clear
he still had plenty of ability.

Ainsworth has registered as a
player on non contract terms and
given himself the squad number 41
to reflect his age.

He said: “It’s always an emergency
measure but there's more chance of
that happening [him playing] this
year than last year.”

Don’t call me Gaz

For a report on
Blues’ match at

Newport
www.bucksfreepress.co.uk

straight after the match
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Wanderers’ squad numbers

1............ Matt Ingram
2........... Sido Jombati
3........... Joe Jacobson
4........... Josh Scowen
5........... Gary Doherty
6........... Aaron Pierre
7........... Paris Cowan-Hall
8.......... Stuart Lewis
9........... Paul Hayes
10......... Matt Bloomfield
11.......... Sam Wood
12......... Steven Craig
13......... Barry Richardson
15......... Peter Murphy
16......... Tommy Fletcher
17.......... Junior Morias
18......... Danny Rowe
19......... Matt McClure
20......... Charlie Horlock
21......... Alex Lynch
22......... Max Kretzschmar
23......... Nicky Walker
24......... Nathan Evans
41......... Gareth Ainsworth

The numbers
Gaz hopes will
equal success

have signed to guarantee
year’s battle for survival
Danny Rowe
Another who
helped shore up
the Wanderers
defence at the
back end of last
season, Blues fans
are happy the 18-
year-old Rother-
ham United man
is back on loan
until November 2.
His previous spell
with the Blues
brought him to the
attention of Premiership club scouts.

Alex Lynch
Goalkeeper who was
released by League
One Peterborough
United after loan spells
at non-league Ketter-
ing and Stamford. The
19-year-old former
Wales U17 keeper will
provide back-up to
Matt Ingram and
Charlie Horlock and
has signed a two-year
deal.

Nicky Walker
Goalscoring winger capable of playing on
either flank who’s also been signed on loan
until November 2 from Rotherham United,
where the 19-year-old is very highly regarded.
His performances coming up through the
ranks with The Milers means that he is already

on the radar of scouts from Premier League
clubs. He once scored 20 pre-season goals for
Rotherham’s youth team.

Nathan Evans Right winger who has signed a
one-year deal with
Wanderers after
impressing in for-
mer sponsor Sam-
sung’s Win A Pro
Contract competi-
tion held over the
course of last sea-
son. The 19-year-old
Teesider, who was
playing for non-
league Whitby
Town last season,
beat 5,700 other
players to win the Samsung competition and is
hoping it will be second time lucky as a foot-
baller having previously spent six seasons at
Newcastle United as a youth.

While nine new players have arrived, ten have gone
from last season’s squad.
They are: Dean Morgan (released), Charles Dunne
(Blackpool), Lee Angol (released), Leon Johnson
(released), Jo Kuffour (released), Anthony Jeffrey
(released), Jon-Paul Pittman (released), Matt Spring
(released), Jesse Kewley- Graham (released), Marvin
McCoy (released).

IT'S been a busy sum-
mer for Wanderers both
on and off the pitch.

Andrew Howard took
over as chairman, and

with no fewer than
nine new signings
during the close sea-
son the squad that

starts the LeagueTwo campaign tomor-
row looks a lot different.

The new faces are all experienced at
this level, and in some cases have done
the rounds higher up the football pyra-
mid.

It’s led to fans cautiously welcoming
the new season, but with last year’s
struggles still fresh in the memory expec-
tations for the coming campaign will no
doubt be tempered.

Whereas this time last year there was
talk of the play-offs, most supporters will
settle for mid-table consolidation after
the nerve shredding denouement of the
last campaign.

There are reasons for optimism how-
ever. Blues possess an excellent goal-
keeper in Matt Ingram and a back four of
Sido Jombati, Aaron Pierre, Gary Doherty
and Joe Jacobson – with Danny Rowe
providing the back-up – is as good as
anything else at this level.

The ever-improving Matt McClure and
Paul Hayes have also shown signs of a
promising forward partnership – but the
big question is whether they can be pro-
vided with adequate service.

Paris Cowan-Hall showed glimpses of
his talent last year but the winger only
managed 20 league starts as a succes-
sion of injuries struck him down.

Sam Wood will also be played further
forward after filling in at left back last
season and if he and Cowan-Hall can stay
fit they can provide the ammunition for
the forwards.

But with such a small squad it only
takes one or two injuries for things to
start unravelling for Wanderers, and that
will be manager Gareth Ainsworth's
biggest concern.

There’s enough quality in the team to
ensure there won’t be a repeat of last
season, but with those struggles at the
back of the mind a season of mid-table
safety should be the target this time.

OPINION

Andy

CARSWELL

New faces and
new optimism

Newport County v Wanderers
Saturday at 3pm

JOSH Scowen is a doubt for Wanderers’ first
match of the season after being stretchered
off against Barnet on Saturday.

The midfielder injured his ankle in what
appeared to be an innocuous clash in the sec-
ond half of the friendly and had to leave the
pitch on a stretcher.

But the injury isn’t as bad as first feared
and Wanderers manager Gareth Ainsworth
has refused to completely rule the 21-year-old
out of contention for the trip to Newport
County.

The Wanderers medical team had hoped
Scowen might have been fit enough to train
yesterday, but in the end he wasn’t able to
take part.

Ainsworth said: “Nobody actually knows
[the extent of the injury] apart from my med-

ical staff and they’ll be treating it conserva-
tively. It’s still touch and go.

“There were no hospitals, no scans or any-
thing. It looks a lot better than he thought it
was.”

Ainsworth also has fitness concerns over
fellow central midfielder Stuart Lewis and
winger Paris Cowan-Hall.

Lewis is also recovering from an ankle
injury, sustained in Wanderers' 2-1 friendly
win at Wealdstone last week.

Meanwhile Cowan-Hall played the second
half against Barnet with heavy strapping on
the back of his leg to protect a slight ham-
string problem.

The former Plymouth man was Blues' star
performer in the pre season bleep test but he
only had two 45 minute run-outs in the seven
friendly matches Wanderers played.

Blues sweat on the fitness of three players

WANDERERS are still mulling
over whether to make striker
Aaron Holloway their tenth
summer signing.

The former Wales youth
international, pictured, played
as a trialist earlier in pre sea-
son and was surprisingly back
in the squad that faced Barnet
at the weekend.

It’s understood the 21-year-
old has been training with
Wanderers this week in a bid to
convince boss Gareth
Ainsworth he’s worthy
of a contract.

Ainsworth was quizzed over
the former Newport man’s
future this week but he was
tight lipped on his plans for
Holloway, simply saying:
“We’ll see where that goes.”

Josh Scowen missed training yesterday.

Holloway takes his Blues
trial into extra time CHAIRMAN Andrew Howard’s

company Beechdean will be Wan-
derers’ kit sponsor this season.

The Bucks-based ice cream man-
ufacturer’s name will be on the
front of Blues’ redesigned home kit
for the next two seasons, with the
design of the change kit remaining
the same as last year’s.

Beechdean take over from previ-
ous shirt sponsor Samsung, who
ended their association with Wan-
derers, Swindon Town and Leyton
Orient at the end of last season.

Wanderers will play in their new-
look home kit for the first time at
Newport County tomorrow.

Howard said: “A new kit always
brings suspense and intrigue
amongst the fanbase and we think

it will be a great
way to kick off
the new season
when the players
walk out wearing
a shirt which has
never been seen
before.

“I have been
delighted with
B e e c h d e a n ’ s
involvement with
the club over a
number of years
and I’m proud that the opportunity
has come for us to enter into this
new, prestigious partnership.”

Details of when the new shirts
will be available to buy will be pub-
lished on the club website.

Looking as cool as ice cream

Sneak pre-
view of the
new kit


