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PETER Murphy scored his third
goal in four games as Wanderers
continued their promising start
to the season by coming from
behind to win at Stevenage.

They had fallen behind in
controversial circumstances as
Darius Charles left goalkeeper
Matt Ingram crumpled in a heap
before slotting home to give the
hosts the lead.

A thunderous volley from
Paul Hayes levelled things up
before Murphy finished off one
of the cleverest free kick rou-
tines you’ll see this season to
turn the match on its head
before half time.

Substitute Matt McClure
sealed the victory in the last
minute with a breakaway goal
as Blues secured their third win
in four games.

It was a game low on quality
and chances until the hosts took
the lead as Charles won the ball
with a crunching tackle on
Ingram outside the area before

showing good awareness to get
to his feet and squeeze the ball
home at the near post – and
after a lengthy delay while
Wycombe’s keeper received
treatment, the goal was eventu-
ally signalled by referee Kevin
Wright.

Feeling aggrieved at that per-
ceived injustice Wanderers
attacked straight away and
Hayes brought them level with
an outstanding goal. His first
touch killed a lofted pass stone
dead, his second flicked the ball
up and over Dean Wells’ head
and his third was a thumping
volley that crashed into the net.

A nasty challenge by Bira
Dembele on Paris Cowan-Hall
led to a second Wanderers goal,
and one straight from the train-
ing ground. Steven Craig, Jow
Jacobson and Sam Wood all
appeared to make a hash of

things as they seemingly all left
the free kick for each other to
take.

But Wood ran back onto it and
swung the ball in on his
favoured left foot and just as
keeper Sam Beasant looked
odds-on to claim it Murphy
came steaming in to nip it out of
his grasp and ram home.

And they made sure of the
win late on as Lewis latched
onto McClure’s pass and
touched the ball around the
exposed Beasant, with McClure
then winning the foot race
ahead of his team mate to roll
the ball into an empty net with
more or less his first touch after
coming on as a substitute.
Wanderers: Ingram, Jombati,
Pierre, Mawson, Jacobson, Cowan-
Hall (sub Bloomfield), Murphy,
Rowe, Wood, Hayes (sub McClure),
Craig (sub Lewis).
Attendance: 2,832 (562 from
Wycombe).
Twitter Man of the Match: Peter
Murphy

BLUES were almost forced into
fielding their oldest-ever player
on Saturday after goalkeeper
Matt Ingram was injured in the
build-up to the game’s opening
goal.

Goalkeeping coach Barry
Richardson, 45, was primed and
ready to come on for Ingram
after he came off worst in a
heavy challenge against Steve-
nage striker Darius Charles.

But after an extended period
of treatment Ingram – who, at
just 20, is less than half

Richardson’s age – was able
to continue.

Manager Gareth Ainsworth
said he would have been asking
serious questions of the deci-
sion to allow the goal had Wan-
derers not gone on to win 3-1.

He said: “It seemed to be a
nasty collision. Whether Matty
got the ball first or whether the
forward’s put in a legitimate
challenge, I don’t know.

“I probably would have been
questioning it more if that had
been the only goal of the game.”

Had he been pressed into
action, Richardson would have
been the oldest player to turn
out for Wanderers since they
joined the Football League.

Former international Rob
Lee is the record holder, mak-
ing his last Blues appearance at
the age of 40 years and 87 days.

Richardson last played in a
competitive fixture nearly a
decade ago, keeping goal for
Doncaster in a 2005 Football
League Trophy defeat by Cam-
bridge United.

JOE Jacobson said coach Richard
Dobson deserves the credit for coming
up with the free kick routine that led to
Wanderers’ second goal at Stevenage.

Wycombe’s players spent Friday after-
noon working on a free kick routine and
practice made perfect as it led to the goal
that put Blues in front at the Lamex Sta-
dium the following day.

Jacobson was one of the players
involved on matchday as he, Steven
Craig and Sam Wood all ran over the
dead ball to give the impression they’d
made a hash of things.

But with jeers of derision ringing out
from the home fans Wood quickly took
the set piece with his favoured left foot,
and with Stevenage players dithering
Peter Murphy was on hand to score.

It’s the third time Blues have scored
from a corner or free kick this
season and Jacobson said it was proof of
how integral a part set piece routines
can play.

He said: “Set pieces are key at any
level. If you can get an extra ten or 15
goals a season that puts you in good
stead.

“We worked on a lot of things on Fri-
day with Dobbo. We were there doing
our normal free kicks and shooting
practice and we started coming up with
different ideas.

“In the game one of them happened to
come off. We like to have a little laugh
about it when we practice things, but it

shows that we want to stay around.
“There’s nobody leaving early from

training, you need to try and improve
and doing these little bits can help that.

“Dobbo and Baz [Barry Richardson]
do a lot of work setting us up right
defensively.

“So far it’s paid off and we’ve man-
aged to score a few goals [from set
pieces], and I don’t think we’ve conceded
one yet. Hopefully that continues.”

Stevenage 1 Wanderers 3
Andy Carswell reports

Murphy’s magic
extends hot spell

45-year-old nearly rushed into Wanderers service

Meet the coaching mastermind
behind ‘that’ free kick goal

Richard Dobson

WANDERERS take a break from League
Two action on Tuesday night as they
turn their attention to the Johnstone’s
Paint Trophy.

Blues will host 1987 FA Cup winners
Coventry City in the south west section
of the trophy in the competition’s first
round.

It’s the last game the Sky Blues will
play before making their long-awaited
return to Coventry, having being playing
‘home’ matches at Northampton Town’s

Sixfields ground during a period of exile
following a row between the owners of
their Ricoh Arena ground and the local
council.

Wanderers have reached the quarter
finals of the competition in each of the
last two seasons before losing to League
One opposition.

Blues hope that Sky isn’t the limit
Wanderers v Coventry
Johnstone’s PaintTrophy
Tuesday, 7.45pm

Peter Murphy has hit the back of the net three times already this season.


