
MATT McClure said after making
his 100th appearance for Wanderers
this week that he’s come a long way
since suffering a serious injury at
the start of his career.

The striker joined the One Hun-
dred Club as a substitute against
Bury on Saturday and almost
marked the occasion with his 23rd
goal for the side.

It’s a landmark the forward may
not have got anywhere near making
after a horrendous injury he suf-
fered three seasons ago.

Making his debut on loan at Hayes
and Yeading on the opening day of
the 2011/12 season, McClure broke
his ankle and severely damaged his
tendons.

He eventually made a comeback
after missing six months of action
but was told at one point his career
may be over before it had properly
begun.

Since then McClure’s career has
been on an upward trajectory, with
the striker establishing himself as a
first team squad regular and ending
each of the last two seasons as top
goalscorer.

Reflecting on the dark times has
enabled McClure to focus on the pos-
itives, and he passed a milestone by
becoming a Wanderers centenarian
on Saturday.

He said of his time out: “It was a
bad injury. There was a chance I
might not have played again, or
played at a good level.

“I kept my head down, worked
hard to get myself back and worked
the ankle up.

“I don’t think they wanted to
break it to me [that he might not
play again]. When I was speaking to
Stuart Ayles, our physio at the time,
he explained it was probably the
worst thing that could have hap-
pened to my ankle. I’d done the liga-
ments and chipped the bone, which
is quite serious.

“He did a great job getting me
back to fitness. We had one of the
best surgeons, an ankle specialist – I
was very fortunate in that sense.

“I didn’t find out until last week it
was my 100th appearance – it crept

up on me a bit. It’s a good
achievement and I’m looking
forward to the next hundred
now.”

Asked for his best moment as a
Wanderers player, McClure said:
“There’s been a few – your debut’s
always up there.

“I liked Rotherham away – the
gaffer had just taken over and we’d
just gone bottom. They were either
first or second, I scored two and
we won 3-2.

“Obviously Torquay last year
has to be up there. It was quite an
emotional day. There’s a few
highs and a few lows as well, but
you take those.”

McClure almost snatched a
late winner against Bury as his
header hit the bar, before his
team mates couldn’t quite
force the ball over the line in
the scramble that ensued.

He said: “I was about six
yards out and I thought if I
head it down it’ll go in, but
it bounced up and hit the
bar. I don’t think it went
in.”

GOLD STAR:

THE European Tour can be an unforgiving environment,
especially for rookies, but Marlow’s
Tyrrell Hatton is sailing through his
debut year.

The 22-year-old has finished inside the
top five three times already, won more
than £400,000 and secured his place in the
multi-million pound Final Series with
months to spare.

Rookie of the Year would cap a
phenomenal year for the Marlow star.

WOODEN SPOON:

WASPS and London Double Headers are fast becoming
unhappy bedfellows as, for the third
year running, they lost a game they had
a glorious chance of winning.

Saturday’s defeat to Saracens wasn’t
quite as bad as two years ago, when they
led Quins 40-13 but still managed to lose,
but yet again they were leading going
into the final moments only to concede a
try in the last knockings.

STORY OF THE WEEK:

CYCLING has been increasing in popularity almost by the
day ever since the Olympics in 2012, and
the sport is bound to get another boost
with the great and the good of the sport
racing through our streets in the Tour of
Britain.

Thousands are expected to line the
roads as Sir Bradley Wiggins, Mark
Cavendish et al whiz past this afternoon.

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“I step down on November 30 and I won’t look back with
any regrets, that’s for sure. I’ve not
pleased everyone all the time, but you
never do.”

Geoff Morgan is stepping down as
chairman of High Wycombe CC this
year.
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UPCOMING
FIXTURES:

CRICKET:
Sunday, September 14:
Bucks Cup semi-final: Gerrards Cross v
Bledlow Village.

CYCLING:
Friday, September 12: Tour of Britain,
Stage 6, Bath to Hemel Hempstead via
Princes Risborough and Chesham.

FOOTBALL:
Saturday, September 13:
LeagueTwo: Wycombe Wanderers v
Mansfield.

FA Cup round one qualifying: Dunsta-
ble v Chesham United, Chalfont St
Peter v HungerfordTown, Godalming v
Beaconsfield SYCOB, Flackwell Heath v
WantageTown,Thame United v Burn-
ham.

Berks & Bucks Intermediate Cup: Lang-
ley, v Risborough Rangers, Amersham
Town v Eton Wick.

Spartan South Midlands League:
Holmer Green v Ampthill.

Hellenic League, Division One East:
Chinnor v BrackleyTown Dev.

RUGBY:

Saturday, September 13:
National League 3 London SE:Tring v
Amersham & Chiltern.

Southern Counties North: Marlow v
High Wycombe, Stow-on-the-Wold v
Beaconsfield.

BB&O Premier: Slough v Chesham.
BB&O Championship: Risborough v
Didcot.

Sunday, September 14:
Aviva Premiership: Wasps v Northamp-
ton Saints.

HAVEYOU GOT AN EVENTYOU
WANT INCLUDED NEXT WEEK?

01494 755094
@Alan_Feldberg

a.feldberg@
london.newsquest.co.uk

by ANDY CARSWELL
acarswell@london.newsquest.co.uk

HUGHENDEN Valley Football Club will
mark its 40th year with an evening at
Adams Park on Saturday, October 4.

The club was founded in 1974 with just
one team but now boasts more than 250
players from U6s to U18s.

Tickets for the evening, which is rais-
ing money for Bucks Vision, are £35 and
include a three-course dinner and disco.

For more information email
oldhughendenians@aol.com

www.bucksvision.co.uk

Valley’s 40th parade

My first
game might’ve
been my last

Matt McClure joins the Wanderers 100 club but admits...

WANDERERS fired a blank in
front of goal for the third game
running as they again had to
settle for a point.

Once more Blues had the better
of the goalscoring opportunities
but they weren’t clinical enough
when presented with numerous
chances against another side
making early inroads at the start
of the season.

This wasn’t a bad point gained
against another team in the top
six at the start of play and it’s a
sign of the steps Wanderers are
starting to make they came away
disappointed at only claiming a

single point.
But if Blues want to keep the

pressure up and have aspirations
of being a contender this season
they simply have to take their
chances in front of goal.

They survived an early scare as
an unmarked Andrew Tutte
curled an effort back into play off
the crossbar, before Blues turned
defence into attack as Paris
Cowan-Hall ghosted forward

before pulling his shot wide of the
near post.

Visiting keeper Rob Lainton
made a fine save to keep out Sam
Wood’s piledriver, Steven Craig
headed wide and Cowan-Hall had
a shot charged down as Blues
pressed.

Matt Ingram made an excellent
stop low down to turn Danny
Mayor’s shot round the post as
Bury responded.

It was save matched by Lainton
after the break as he somehow
managed to foil top scorer Peter
Murphy from six yards.

Late drama came during 14

minutes of time added on for a
serious head injury to Craig as
first Matt McClure and then Mur-
phy crashed headers off the
crossbar as a Joe Jacobson corner
caused havoc, before referee
Kevin Johnson ruled Alfie Maw-
son hadn’t quite managed to force
the loose ball over the line.

Wanderers: Ingram, Jombati, Pierre,
Mawson, Jacobson, Cowan-Hall (sub
Kretzschmar), Murphy, Rowe (sub
Bloomfield), Wood, Craig (sub
McClure), Hayes.
Attendance: 3,483 (321 from Bury)
Twitter Man of the Match: Aaron
Pierre

Wanderers 0, Bury 0
LeagueTwo
ANDY CARSWELL reports

Goal-shy Blues can’t open the door when opportunities knock
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