
PAUL Hayes returned to haunt
his former club by scoring the
only goal as Wanderers continue
to set the early pace in League
Two.

He never managed a goal dur-
ing his spell in Devon but he’s
become the talismanic striker
Wanderers fans hoped he would
be, netting his fourth goal of the
season to take Blues up to third.

It’s now three wins in a row at
Home Park as Hayes bundled
home to make sure a goalbound
header from Aaron Pierre made
its way over the line.

This wasn’t one for the purist
with long balls very much the
order of the day, but Wanderers’
defensive unit looked rock solid
and it was another goal from a set
piece that proved decisive.

The crowd were woken from
their slumber as ex Blues loanee
Reuben Reid robbed the ball off
Joe Jacobson and pulled it back
into the path of Tyler Harvey,
who was foiled by a brilliant slid-
ing block from the increasingly
indispensible Alfie Mawson.

Reid forced Matt Ingram to
parry away his angled shot before
Tyler Harvey failed to properly
get hold of the rebound and

weakly snatched it straight at the
visiting keeper.

Matt McClure then drew a
smart stop from Luke
McCormick, but there was noth-
ing McCormick could do as Joe
Jacobson’s inch perfect corner
was headed goalwards by Pierre
for Hayes to nod home.

Blues had the better of the lim-
ited chances after the break as
Sam Wood blazed off target and
McCormick needed two attempts
to gather a powerful low drive
from Josh Scowen.

One last chance came Ply-
mouth’s way in the sixth minute
of stoppage time, but Ingram was
equal to River Allen’s header
from a set piece.
Wanderers: Ingram, Jombati,
Pierre, Mawson, Jacobson, Kret-
zschmar (sub Lewis), Scowen,
Murphy,Wood, McClure (sub Hol-
loway), Hayes (sub Rowe).
Attendance: 5,657 (143 from
Wycombe)
Twitter Man of the Match:
Alfie Mawson

BLUES boss Gareth Ainsworth
praised the ability of his young
players to adapt and solve
problems on the go after his side
came from a goal down in a
“blood, guts and thunder”
performance to sink last season’s
saviours Mansfield Town.

A sloppy first 20 minutes saw
Blues’ backline struggle to con-
tain Matt Rhead, who rose
unchallenged to nod in Mans-
field’s opener, and the Stags
could have been three up within
half an hour before Blues turned
the game around.

Mansfield saved Blues’ blushes
at the death of last year’s league
campaign, beating Bristol Rovers
on the last day to help keep Wan-
derers in the Football League.

But there was no love lost
between the two sides as the
physical, battling visitors over-
powered Blues’ young defence in
the first period before Paul
Hayes’ penalty restored the bal-
ance and Peter Murphy clinched
the winner.

And Ainsworth praised the
resilience of his players, particu-

larly centre backs Aaron Pierre
and Alfie Mawson, for their abili-
ty to learn from their mistakes in
the heat of battle and before it’s
too late.

He said: “It was a difficult
game – they’re the most physical
team in the league. They play
very direct football and they rely
very heavily on set plays.

“These are things we’ve been
saying all week, so the disap-
pointing thing for me was the
first 20 minutes. But they solved
the problems on the pitch and the
two centre backs learned how to
deal with a real big physical pres-
ence up front.”

Wanderers: Ingram, Jombati,
Jacobson, Pierre, Mawson,
Scowen (sub Lewis), Murphy
(sub Bloomfield), Rowe,Wood,
Hayes, Holloway (sub McClure).
Attendance: 3,106
Twitter Man of the Match:
Alfie Mawson

BLUES boss Gareth Ainsworth said
he’s not concerned at how other
teams in League Two perceive his
side’s excellent start to the season.

Wanderers are there to be shot at
after making an early move into the
automatic promotion places despite
being among the bookies’ favourites
to take the drop.

But Ainsworth said tomorrow’s
opponents Portsmouth will still be
looking at his side as one they
should be beating in their quest for
promotion.

Wanderers have already proved
reputations count for nothing after
taking points off a number of teams
who were expected to challenge at
the top.

They’re yet to lose at Fratton
Park, winning a 2012 Johnstone’s
Paint Trophy tie and securing a
point with a last minute goal on
their last visit after a penalty save
from Matt Ingram.

Ainsworth said: “They’re a huge
club. We’ve been there a couple of
times under my tenure and got good
results down at Fratton Park.

“It’s another team who are fan-
cied – they’ll be round there at the
top and will be looking at us think-
ing, ‘We need to be beating teams
like Wycombe Wanderers’. We’ll be
there as underdogs again.

“Honestly, I’m not concerned
about the other teams looking at us.
They’ll all have their different
views.

“There’s a plan for this club,
which is to keep away from last year.
That can never happen again. The
initial plan is to learn from that.

“As long as everyone knows the

plan, I’m not too concerned how
other people look at us.

“It’s hard not to look at it and see
us in the top three and start letting
our emotions run away with things.
We’ve all got to be careful about
keeping them in check and not get
drawn into last year again.

“We’ve come a long way in quite a
fast time but this game can go the
other way just as fast.”

Pompey – who were in the top
flight and contesting an FA Cup
final as recently as 2010 – are strong-
ly tipped to go back up this year and
their injury list shows the differ-
ences between them andWanderers.

Former England international
Nicky Shorey and last year’s player
of the season Ricky Holmes will
both be absent – as will Ryan Taylor,
Danny East, Tom Craddock, Nigel
Atangana, Ben Chorley and Nick
Awford.

It’s a lengthy list of absentees but
Portsmouth still have plenty of
options to cover for them.

Ainsworth said: “They’re a strong
side and spent a lot of money on and
off the pitch. They’ve got the
resources and are really going for
it.”

Ex Portsmouth player Paris
Cowan-Hall could come back into
contention for Wanderers, while
Ainsworth was optimistic Steven
Craig would be able to rejoin full
training today following his concus-
sion.
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Wanderers 2, Mansfield 1
LeagueTwo
ANDY CARSWELL reports

Plymouth 0, Wanderers 1
LeagueTwo
ANDY CARSWELL reports

Portsmouth v Wanderers
LeagueTwo
Tomorrow, 3pm

SKIPPER Paul Hayes said there are no big
time charlies in theWycombeWanderers
setup.

The striker said a lack of egos in the
dressing room has been key to fostering
the right team spirit needed to take the
club forward.

Team mate Stuart Lewis recently told
the Bucks Free Press there was a lack of
harmony around Adams Park last season
with some players not wanting to be at
the club as they struggled against relega-
tion.

Hayes said that’s not the case now,
saying Lewis is an example of someone
who wants to work to get into the team
instead of throwing a tantrum.

He said: “Whoever the gaffer brings on
wants to do well for themselves at this
club, and that’s where it comes back to
the team spirit.There’s no big timers, and
no one sulking around.

“That shows with players like Matt
Bloomfield and Stuart Lewis who haven’t
really featured much but work hard for
themselves and the club.They’re good,
honest pros and the gaffer’s done well by
the players he’s kept at the club.”

WANDERERS fans are among the best
behaved in the Football League, new fig-
ures out this week show.

Statistics released by the Home Office
show no Blues fans were arrested at
games and no fresh banning orders have
been handed out over the last 12
months.

They are one of only four clubs in the
whole of the Football League to have a
clean record.The others are Accrington
Stanley, Burton Albion and MK Dons.

The figures show there is just one
Wanderers fan who is subject to a ban-
ning order handed down before Septem-
ber 2013.

A report released alongside the figures
said the number of football-related
arrests made by police officers is now at
an all-time low.

ADAMS Park is to host the FAWomen’s
League Cup final next month.

Wanderers’ home will play host to the
FAWSL Continental Cup fixture between
Arsenal and Manchester City onThurs-
day, October 16.

It will be the fourth successive time
Arsenal Ladies have contested the final.

Arsenal and Man City
coming to Adams Park

Blues on best behaviour

Right characters here

Wanderers aiming to snatch
the victory from Portsmouth

Blues pass their physical to
take the points from Town

Lethal Hayes in heaven in Devon

Paul Murphy received a bloody nose for his efforts as he
scored the winner against MansfieldTown.

P W D L F A GD PTS
Burton Albion 8 6 1 1 11 6 5 19
Bury 8 5 2 1 12 5 7 17
Wanderers 8 5 2 1 11 5 6 17
Morecambe 8 5 1 2 12 7 5 16
Northampton 8 4 2 2 13 8 5 14
Shrewsbury 8 4 2 2 12 7 5 14
Southend 8 4 2 2 8 5 3 14
Cheltenham 8 4 2 2 7 5 2 14
Portsmouth 8 4 1 3 9 7 2 13
Mansfield 8 4 0 4 8 9 -1 12
Cambridge 8 3 2 3 15 11 4 11
AFCWimbledon 8 3 2 3 14 12 2 11
Plymouth 8 3 1 4 9 7 2 10
Stevenage 8 3 1 4 10 13 -3 10
Tranmere 8 2 3 3 10 10 0 9
York City 8 1 6 1 8 9 -1 9
Newport Cty 8 2 3 3 8 10 -2 9
LutonTown 8 2 3 3 5 7 -2 9
Dag & Red 8 2 1 5 10 16 -6 7
Acc Stanley 8 2 1 5 9 16 -7 7
Hartlepool 8 2 1 5 5 12 -7 7
Oxford United 8 1 3 4 9 11 -2 6
Exeter City 8 1 3 4 6 11 -5 6
Carlisle United 8 0 3 5 6 18 -12 3
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