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WASPS’ decision to leave High
Wycombe will cost the South
Bucks economy millions of pounds
a year.

On Wednesday the club
announced they would move per-
manently to Coventry’s Ricoh
Arena, playing their first match at
their new stadium in December.

Wasps, who have 2,800 season
ticket holders, 80 per cent of whom
are from the area, say the move was
forced on them after annual losses
at Adams Park of about £3m took
the club to within an hour of going
out of business in 2010.

They have been tenants at the sta-
dium since 2002, but gates average
just over 6,000 and terms of their
lease mean Wasps receive just 15p of

every pound supporters spend at
the stadium on matchdays.

By taking a 50 per cent stake in
the 32,000-capacity Ricoh Arena,
with a view to increasing that share
in the future, they hope to secure
their long-term future.

However, Wycombe Wanderers
admit Wasps’ departure will mean
the loss of a ‘significant’ revenue
stream, and the town itself is likely
to take a financial hit as well.

Wycombe District Council, who
have said this week it wanted the
club to stay, is not able to put an
exact figure on it, but Coventry City
Council leader, Councillor Ann
Lucas said last week that a one-off
match Wasps played at the Ricoh
Arena in 2007 ‘brought about £6mil-
lion into the local economy.’

Turn to Page 3

Wasps’
move a
huge blow
to town’s
economy

Wasps forward Nathan Hughes is one of the stars that will be moving to Coventry.
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Meanwhile, Claire Prosser,
Policy Executive for Bucking-
hamshire Chamber of Com-
merce, said: “It’s unfortunate
news for Wasps fans and the
High Wycombe local business
community that the club has
decided to move to Coventry.

“Although it is under-
standable that the decision
has been made for financial
reasons, the biggest impact
will be felt by the hospitality
sector in the area, which has
served visitors to Adams
Park for 12 years. We hope
that the rest of the communi-
ty will support the businesses
affected.”

Wasps were set on making
High Wycombe their perma-
nent base in 2010, when a new
shared stadium with Wander-
ers at Booker was on the
cards.

The council supported the
proposals and Wasps said
they ‘had no Plan B’ were the
scheme to falter. There was
fierce public opposition from
many living near the pro-
posed site, with a coalition of
16 associations, parish coun-
cils and interested groups
forming the community
action body GASP – Groups
Against the Stadium Propos-

als – in 2010. The group
mounted a number of
protests against the plan.

The council’s stance
changed when Alex Colling-
wood replaced Lesley Clarke
as leader, and WDC turned
down the stadium plan in
2011. Wasps’ then-owner
Steve Hayes walked away and
the club lurched between
financial disasters until Irish
businessman Derek Richard-
son took over last spring, cit-
ing a new stadium as his pri-
ority.

A number of councillors
expressed regret the stadium
scheme had been ditched at
the time, however, including
former deputy leader of
WDC, Cllr Tony Green.

He said he thought the
decision to axe the plan had
been premature, adding:
“The whole area would lose if
Wasps disappeared, hopeful-
ly it won’t come to that.

“I think it would be a mas-
sive blow, especially for the
children who are trained in
the Wasps community
arena.”

Meanwhile, Wanderers are
offering Wasps season ticket
holders free entry to three of
their next five games.

More more reaction, see
Sport pages 130-136

NEWS

A TEENAGER who is believed to be one
of the British jihadists swapped
between Turkey and ISIS was a “very
engaging and amiable” pupil, according
to the headteacher of his former High
Wycombe grammar school.

Shabazz Suleman, who was a pupil at
the Royal Grammar School, is under-
stood to be one of 180 ISIS fighters
exchanged for 49 Turkish hostages.

Police officers who specialise in
combating the growth of terrorism
will be visiting the Amersham Road
school in the coming weeks to talk with
pupils.

Roy Page, RGS headteacher, said he
was approached by the authorities fol-
lowing concerns that the 18-year-old
had joined ISIS.

Mr Page said: “During his time at
RGS, Shabazz was a very engaging and
amiable student who fitted in well,
forming good relationships with his

peers and staff.
“Shabazz had a good work ethic, and

was prepared to play a prominent role
in class discussions, even though he
gave the impression of being a rather
reserved and quiet person.

“He showed real determination to
achieve good academic results, working
hard to build on his AS grades to
achieve a solid set of A levels in History,
Economics and Psychology and so
gained a place at University.

“Shabazz was a valued, hardworking
student who achieved well and respect-
ed the school’s academic and pastoral
ethos.

“Many boys at RGS undertake volun-
tary work and in the summer of 2013,
Shabazz made a trip to Syria as a mem-
ber of a convoy that delivered humani-
tarian aid to the people of Aleppo as
part of a Turkish charity.

“A few weeks ago the school was

approached by the relevant authorities
regarding Shabazz.

“We have fully co-operated in the con-
text of the background above and it was
those authorities who approached the
local press regarding this matter.

“The school does not have any cur-
rent information on Shabazz.

“No school should comment on stu-
dents once they have left the school.

“We would always want all members,
past and present, of the school commu-
nity to be safe and well.”

The Times newspaper reported that it
was leaked a list of names of individu-
als swapped between Turkey and ISIS.
It said Mr Suleman was one of those
named on the list.

Foreign Office officials confirmed
they are aware of a British
National who was reported missing in
Turkey this year and are in contact
with the family.

THE actions of police officers prior to a
fatal road accident are to be investigat-
ed by an independent authority.

The circumstances leading to the
deaths of Carl Bird and Malcolm Tin-
dall on the A413 near Great Missenden
will be investigated by the Independent
Police Complaints Commission, it was
announced this week.

Both men were driving in opposite
directions along the road when they
were involved in a collision between
Bowood Lane and Leather Lane at 6am
on Tuesday, March 4.

Thames Valley Police had previously
looked into the actions of officers fol-
lowing a single vehicle collision which
happened on the same stretch of road
around an hour before the fatal crash.

In a statement the IPCC said: “The
IPCC has been supervising an investiga-
tion by Thames Valley Police into the
actions of officers in relation to a fatal
road traffic accident in March 2014. As
the investigation progressed the IPCC
has decided that it would be in the pub-
lic interest to undertake an independ-
ent investigation.

“Our investigation will focus on thor-
oughly examining and reviewing all the
material obtained by Thames Valley
Police.

Following this, any matters we
believe have not been dealt with appro-
priately or any further lines of enquiry
we identify will be investigated.

“We have notified all the interested
parties and will continue to keep them
informed of our progress throughout
the investigation.”

Both Mr Bird, 29, of Hillary Road,
High Wycombe, and 64-year-old Mr Tin-
dall, of Somerville Way, Aylesbury,
were declared dead at the scene. A
female passenger in one of the vehicles
was taken to John Radcliffe Hospital
suffering from serious injuries.

An inquest into the deaths of both
men was opened shortly after the colli-
sion, with a post mortem examination
ruling they died from multiple injuries.

The hearing was adjourned, with a
date for a full hearing still to be set. A
pre inquest review into the matter will
be held at Beaconsfield Coroner’s Court
on Wednesday, November 12.

Police complaints commission to investigate crash

‘Shabazz was engaging
and amiable student’

Wasps to leave

 Briefly

Pizza chain approved
PIZZA Hut has been given planning
approval to open a takeaway store in
Amersham. Planning officials at
Chiltern District Council have given
permission to convert a former
menswear shop in Hill Avenue into a
new hot food takeaway. The new store
will be open from 7am-11pm on week-
days and Saturdays and from 9am-
10.30pm on Sundays and public holi-
days. Documents submitted as part of
the planning application state the
venture will employ four full time
members of staff and six part timers.
The council received four letters of
objection and four in support.

Roadworks planned
TRAFFIC control measures will be in
place on a Totteridge road for the
next two weeks. Southern Electric
will be carrying out work in Amer-
sham Hill from tomorrow. Engineers
are scheduled to be working in the
road, near to The Wycombe Grange,
until October 20. Traffic controls
measures will be in place.

A floral tribute left following the
crash in March.
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Linda Robins, 49,
from Henley Road,
Marlow, is an assis-
tant accountant.
“They are quite
slow so it causes a
bit of a queue. I
don’t know whether
that is the age group
who is using them.
The main benefit is
for the council so
people can’t share
their tickets. I don’t
think the car parks
are as full now and
the side streets are
getting busier.”

THE ANPR
car parking
systems
introduced
to some
Wycombe Dis-
trict Council
car parks have
been causing
some com-
plaints. Rebec-
ca Cain asked
shoppers in
Marlow what
they thought
about the new
system.

 Anthony
Shanagher, 80, from
Wethered Park,
Marlow, is retired. “I
suppose they are
alright. I don’t find
them very difficult.
They are not as con-
venient as sticking a
coin in. But with
this one you cannot
get trapped by over-
staying how much
you have paid.
There are queues.
There should be
more machines. It
takes longer.”

 Maryanne Parkin-
son, 55, from Insti-
tute Road, Marlow, is
a housewife. “I think
it is good because
you don’t have to
worry about getting
back as you did if
you put the money in
to buy a ticket. You
could over pay before
as you were not sure
how long you would
be. Now you just pay
for what you use. I
find it easy to use but
then I have lived all
over the world.”

 Phillip Wyatt, 67,
Bourne End, Retired
“I am not all that
impressed. I think
there have been a
few problems with
it. When the sun
shines on the num-
ber plate when you
come in the camera
does not pick it up.
People have been
having problems
getting out of the
car park as number
plates haven’t been
recognised and
queues build up.”

 Jean Hawes, 61,
Thame, Secretary
“We used it once and
it caused us a lot of
stress. It wouldn’t
recognise our num-
ber plate and we
were worried about
leaving in case we
got a fine. We were
not alone as there
were others at the
machine saying they
didn’t know what to
do. If you are new-
comer to the town it
could put you off
coming back again.”



Are you happy with the new car parking system?

 Colin Baker is best known as
BBC’s Doctor Who. He lives in
High Wycombe with his family.
See his archive of columns at
bucksfreepress.co.uk

Colin
BAKER

LOOK WHO’S TALKING

When Wycombe District Coun-
cil vetoed Steve Hayes’ plans
to create a stadium/sports

complex in Wycombe to accommo-
date both of the teams he then owned
– Wycombe Wanderers and Wasps, I
suppose it was inevitable that the
ground share arrangement between
the clubs would be less secure. When
the teams became separately owned
the decree absolute became even
more likely, given that Adams Park
could not accommodate the crowds
that Wasps could attract.

However it is undoubtedly true
that the presence of Wasps in
Wycombe has been of huge assis-
tance in enabling Wanderers to sur-
vive the last few nail-biting years of
financial and league insecurity. The
net benefit to Wanderers has never
been publicised – but there clearly
was a fairly substantial annual
amount in the coffers without which
we may have followed the ever grow-
ing list of clubs that have gone into
administration, had massive point
deductions and sunk without trace
through the conference and out the
other side.

Mercifully the departure of Wasps
in December coincides with a renais-
sance of form and ambition for Wan-
derers. If anything shows the wis-
dom of sticking with a manager and
allowing him to develop a team – then
Wanderers’ necessary retention of
Gareth Ainsworth despite the team
tiptoeing to the edge of the precipice
at the end of last season is a great
example. As he gets better and better
at the job, let’s hope we can retain
him as he and the team bounce from
one end of the division last year to
the top this year. The finances may
tremble at the departure of Wasps,
but if the crowds come back to see
their local team battling with pride –
successfully, it may not be so bad
after all. And the new Chairman,
Andrew Howard, seems encouraging-
ly upbeat about the opportunity
offered.

I feel sorry for the Wasps fans who
now have to face a trek to the Mid-
lands if they want to follow their
team, turning all games into away
matches. Many of them will be South
Bucks Rugby fans, who started to
support the team 12 years ago when
they came out from London. Others
will have been travelling from Lon-
don to continue their support.

MK Dons eventually weathered the
storm when they left Wimbledon, so
Wasps have a strong enough brand to
do the same. Let’s hope both teams
flourish apart. At least the Adams
Park pitch will have a better chance
of surviving the season!

Let’s hope
both teams

flourish apart

We urge them
to join UKIP
ON 6TH October it will be three
years to the day since three promi-
nent local Conservative Chiltern
District councillors publicly raised
the prospect of mass resignations
from their pro-HS2 party in the
local press, spelling out their con-
cerns and intentions as follows:
 Cllr Mike Stannard (Chalfont St
Giles) “I probably would resign as
a member of the Conservative
party and probably stand as an
independent. It would be very dif-
ficult to represent them if they are
intent on continuing with this
foolish policy.”
 Cllr Robert Burns-Green (Little
Missenden) “It’s something that
will go through the minds of most
Conservatives, it’s more than just
HS2, it’s also planning draft
changes, both of which are
appalling to us.”

“I imagine there aren’t many
Conservatives who haven’t got this
in their thoughts. When Conserva-
tives came into power... we
thought this would be put on the
back burner and we’re very disap-
pointed it hasn’t been.”
 Cllr Mimi Harker (Mayor of
Amersham and Chiltern council-
lor) “If one person resigns it
wouldn’t make a difference, but if
a big group did that would make a
statement. There has to be a meet-
ing within the party to say how
we’re going to progress from
here.”

Three years to the day since these
comments appeared in the local
media, it’s not too late for Conserva-

tive councillors, in Cllr Harker’s
words, to “make a statement.”

Nothing has changed since 2011
other than PM Cameron seems
even more determined to ram the
100m wide HS2 scar through our
Buckinghamshire countryside
with all the falling trees his party’s
leaning tree logo represents.

Meanwhile, local Conservative
MPs and councillors have given up
any thought (which was only ever
skin-deep to appease local oppo-
nents anyway) of trying to stop HS2
and are now resigned to it going
ahead. In six months’ time, howev-
er, Steve Baker, Cheryl Gillan,
Dominic Grieve and David Liding-
ton will all be expecting their few
remaining supporters to go knock-
ing on doors promoting their pro-
HS2 Prime Minister’s Tory mani-

festo. After all the broken promises
over HS2 and immigration/hous-
ing/planning policies since 2010,
that will surely be the final insult to
the dwindling band of Conservative
members locally, who in Chesham
& Amersham Chairman Cllr
Andrew Garnett’s words haven’t
yet “fallen off a cliff.”

It’s clear that come the next
General Election anti-HS2 UKIP
MP candidates will stand a very
good chance of being elected up
and down the country. Having won
the Euro elections, there is the
realistic probability of UKIP at
least holding the balance of power
after 7th May.

While the legal challenges to
HS2 have sadly fallen like skittles,
HS2 is by no means a done deal.
We urge Cllrs Stannard, Harker

and Burns-Green and other like-
minded Conservatives to join
UKIP, to stand for our anti HS2
party at the next Chiltern District
elections in 2015 and to finally
send that anti-HS2 political “state-
ment” to their arrogant out of
touch leader. Even if they don’t,
if you want change then be part of
making it happen: join us, be a
local councillor candidate for us
and vote for us. – Cllr Chris
Adams, Aylesbury Prospective
Parliamentary Candidate
UKIP; Cllr David Meacock,
Wycombe Prospective Parlia-
mentary Candidate UKIP; Tim
Scott Beaconsfield Prospective
Parliamentary Candidate
UKIP; Cllr. Alan Stevens Che-
sham & Amersham Prospective
Parliamentary Candidate UKIP

Cllrs’ mass HS2 resignations

Street survey

The Bucks Free Press adheres to the
Editors’ Code of Practice, which you
can find at ipso.co.uk
We are regulated by the Independent
Press Standards Organisation. Com-
plaints about stories should be
referred firstly to the Editor by email
at: complaints@bucksfreepress.co.uk
or by post at Bucks Free Press, Loud-
water Mill, Station Road, Loudwater,

Buckinghamshire, HP10 9TY.
It is essential that your email or let-

ter is headed “Complaint” in the sub-
ject line and contains the following
information:
 Your name, email address, postal
address and daytime telephone num-
ber.
 The newspaper title or website,
preferably a copy of the story or at

least the date, page number or web-
site address of the article and any
headline.
 A full explanation of your complaint
by reference to the Editors’ Code.

If you do not provide any of the
information above this may delay or
prevent us dealing with your com-
plaint. Your personal details will only
be used for administration purposes.

If we cannot reach a resolution
between us then you can contact
IPSO by email at
complaints@ipso.co.uk or by post at
IPSO, c/o Halton House, 20-23 Hol-
born, London EC1N 2JD.

If complaining about third party
comments on our website articles,
you should use the “report this post”
function online next to the comment.

Complaints – Who To Contact

UKIP members are calling on the Conservative members to take a stand against HS2. Pictured
is Ashgrove Wood, an area where the high speed train would go through.

Picture: WY3194 ANITA ROSS MARSHALL



WASPS have admitted that Adams
Park never felt like home.

The club have been playing their
home games at the stadium since 2002
and in 2010, when a new community
stadium at Booker appeared to be on
the cards, they said they wanted to
make High Wycombe their permanent
base and had ‘no Plan B’.

However, all that changed once the
stadium fell through and Wednesday’s
announcement was the result of years
of scouring the country for a new
venue.

Chief executive Nick Eastwood said:
“This is a watershed moment for
Wasps and the most important deci-
sion the club has ever taken.

“It’s been nearly 20 years since
we’ve had a permanent home ground
and it feels like we’ve been on the road
ever since.

“That was around the time rugby
union went professional, bringing
with it significant challenges. Some of
those challenges were financial and
proved almost insurmountable.

“We survived, but only just and it
hasn’t been easy. We had many days
when we feared what the next day
might bring, when our very existence
was in doubt.

“That is why we have decided
Coventry will be our permanent home,

somewhere where we will finally put
down roots and become long-term
members of the community.

“We are under no illusions about the
task ahead and the sceptics we need to
win over. It’s up to us to prove we are
in this for the long haul.

“It’s not a decision we have taken
lightly. It’s the result of almost two
years of detailed and comprehensive
analysis but for the first time in a long
time we look forward to the future
with real hope.

“All clubs are in search of the holy
grail of what is called the virtuous cir-
cle, where success on the field leads to
success off the field, leading into
greater investment on the field and so
the circle turns.

“We believe that the move to the
Ricoh is the first step in getting that
virtuous circle turning.”

Bucks Free Press
Sport is sponsored by

Wasps will be home by
Christmas – it just won’t
be a home that they or

anyone associated with them will
be familiar with.

Many moons ago I wrote an arti-
cle suggesting High Wycombe was
fortunate to have Wasps playing in
its back garden and, with regards
to Wycombe Wanderers, it didn’t
have to be a case of either/or.

I was roundly castigated by
some sections of Wanderers fans
for expressing such a view and
that’s fair enough.

However, the rugby club’s 12-
year stay in the town will soon
draw to a close and, I may be
proved wrong in the fullness of
time, but to me it looks a bit like a
lose/lose situation.

Wasps will essentially have to
start from scratch when it comes

to building up a new fanbase to
fill their 30,000-seater stadium.

And it only looks like bad new
for the town too.

I don’t subscribe to the view
that this will prove terminal for
Wanderers; even though a Wasps
exit is a financial blow to a club
without much economic leeway, I
think they’re in safe hands with
Andrew Howard.

But High Wycombe itself can
only have benefited from hosting
top level sport for more than a
decade.

The last five years have been
pretty dismal, but their switch to
Adams Park coincided with a glo-
rious six-year spell during which
they won two European and four
English titles.

All told they won eight trophies
here, brought the best players

from around the world to Adams
Park and reached deep into sur-
rounding schools and clubs with
their community programmes.

The problem has been atten-
dances. Just like Wanderers, they
have struggled to get supporters
through the turnstiles.

They have built a hardcore fan-
base here of around 6,000, but
without the revenues from own-
ing their own stadium that is
nowhere near enough and
bankrolling £2m-£4m losses each
year simply became unsustain-
able.

More’s the pity.
But while we can all under-

stand the financial logic of mov-
ing to the Ricoh Arena, the whole
process has been poorly managed.

There has been no consulta-
tion, no discussion and, until the

deal was done, no news.
They talk about a partnership

with fans. Well, this was a case of
one partner saying to the other:
“I’m going here, do you want to
come?” rather than, “Where
should we go?”

Once a Wasps always a Wasps,
Every Fan Counts...the club are
proud of these catchy slogans.
But if every fan counts it still
feels like the sums didn’t add up
and this has been a case of swap-
ping supporters for sponsors.

Measuring the immeasurables
is what’s required now and High
Wycombe will certainly lose out
for their departure.

But what Wycombe might lose
from this move might fade into
nothing compared to what Wasps
stand to lose.

@Alan_FeldbergOPINION

Alan
FELDBERG

Wasps decide that every fan counts but the numbers don’t add up

JAMES Haskell believes
Coventry will be the saving of
Wasps and that the club had
grown weary of being the
working class heroes of the
Premiership.

For years they challenged the
wealthiest clubs in the land with-
out having anything like their
financial clout, but while that
formed the club’s hard-nosed
character in the time of Lawrence
Dallaglio et al, Haskell says times

have moved on.
He said: “We always had the

mentality that we weren’t partic-
ularly privileged, we didn’t have
the best.

“But that made you hungry and
angry to play and you went out
there and worked hard on the
field and off the field. That was
the mentality.

“But that only works so long.
The game has transformed since I
first started playing. You need to

look after the guys now. The game
is so much more attritional and
there are so many more retire-
ments. The game is going to kick
on, the medical side, the fitness
side, the business side...you need
to be competitive in that environ-
ment. Coming to the Ricoh, we’re
now up there.”

Haskell also believes that with-
out the uncertainty off the field,
the team will flourish on it.

He said: “Players should be

focused on rugby and everything
else should take care of itself.
Unfortunately at Wasps because
we have had different owners and
all these issues, that’s become a
problem.

“When guys turn up at rugby
they should be concentrating on
performance and playing. But at
Wasps at times it’s been, are we
going to get paid? Where are we
playing? What’s the situation?”

“As of today, that’s changed.”

ONLINE BFP POLL:
Would you be disappointed to see
Wasps leave High Wycombe?

Yes ..........................................44%
No ..........................................42%
Not bothered either way ......15%

WASPS fans tried to fight off the move to
Coventry with a last-gasp online petition.

Nearly 3,000 fans signed it but by then
the Ricoh Arena deal had just about been
signed, sealed and delivered and what-
ever protests the club’s fans had were
too little, too late.

Among those against the move were a
vast number of supporters from Bucks
expressing concern the impact Wasps’
exit would have on the area.

Malcolm Caudren: “This move
wound be disastrous for grass roots
rugby in the Chilterns area as we receive
an enormous amount of support from
the Wasps community team.”

Darren Smith: “Your nephew has a
great future with Wasps!’ was the state-
ment used when I was talking to a Wasps
Representative... the future will be
crushed if Wasps move away from
Bucks.”

Stuart Holcroft: “Having so many
amateur clubs align with Wasps since
their move to High Wycombe, this would
be a betrayal of those clubs’ loyalty to
Wasps.”

Robert Wickham: “If the move to
Coventry is confirmed, Wasps the club
will be no more.They will simply
become a franchise with no roots, no
heritage, and no real fan base. I have
had 14 fantastic years following Wasps.
As far as I am concerned, this famous
club will cease to exist should this move
go through.”

Anthony Armstrong: “If Wasps go to
the Midlands, that will be the end of my
support after 12 years. So “Every fan
counts” does it?”

David Kappler: “Having followed
Wasps since they came to Wycombe and
now a box holder, a move to Coventry is
a betrayal of the brand and deserves to
fail.”

Roy Wadsworth: “Respect the tradi-
tion of the club and, more importantly,
the wishes of your supporters. Wasps is
not a toy or plaything for selfish owners
with no sense of tradition.”

Wasps move creates
angry backlash Coventry been on the cards

since Booker fell through

Wasps: The spirit of the underdog only carries you so far

‘It’s been nearly 20
years since we’ve had a
permanent home
ground and it feels like
we’ve been on the road
ever since.’

NICK EASTWOOD

Wasps chief executive Nick Eastwood admitted that
Adams Park never felt like a permanent home.

132 FREE PRESS October 10, 2014 bucksfreepress.co.uk



WASPS director of rugby Dai
Young defended his team selection
for the defeat against Sale on
Sunday, insisting that every player
left out had to be.

Joe Launchbury, Elliot Daly and
James Haskell were among the big
names left out of the squad, while
Matt Mullan, Joe Simpson and
Lorenzo Cittadini were on the
bench with Bradley Davies,
Andrea Masi and Sailosi Tagicak-
ibau.

Sale boss Steve Diamond said:
“They chose to rest and rotate
their squad and thought they
could beat us with that.

“I’d love to be able to do that. But
Sale and Wasps have been pretty
similar in recent years and I think
you have to pick your best team.

“There is nothing more pleasing
than Wasps at home.”

However, Young said that he’d
have picked the same team regard-
less of the opposition.

He said: “We’re in two tough
tournaments this season. Last sea-
son we were in the Amlin where
you could rest players at some
stages.

“Every change I made was a nec-
essary change. If this was the last
game of the season one or two of
the players that didn’t play could

probably have played.
“But the reality is if they’d

played today they’d have maybe
been out for three or four games
after.

“It certainly wasn’t a case of
resting players for rest’s sake.
Every player that was rested need-
ed that rest otherwise they’d have
broken down.

“We certainly didn’t feel like this
was going to be an easy game; no
matter who we played today that
would have been our starting
team.”

Meanwhile, Young expects
Launchbury, Haskell and Daly to
be available to face Bath at Adams
Park on Sunday.

Young said: “Joe Launchbury
has a bit of a neck strain and is
probably 85 per cent right. We
wanted to give him an extra week
to get 100 per cent.

“James Haskell has been bat-
tered. He hasn’t trained all week,
and we all know Elliot has had foot
problems through over-use so we
have to be careful with his work-
load too.

“We had to rest them. My priori-
ty is to get results, but also to look
after players.

“It’s better to give them a week
off to fully recover than see
them on the sidelines for six to
eight weeks.”
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WASPS played like they had something
else on their minds at Sale on Sunday,
but DaiYoung refused to blame specula-
tion about a move to the Ricoh Arena for
their 25-14 defeat.

Speculation linking Wasps with a
move to Coventry intensified last week,
before a deal was finally announced on
Wednesday, butYoung insists that back-
drop did not bother the players.

He said: “We’re talking about Wasps. I
don’t think there has ever been a week
since I’ve been here that there hasn’t
been some off the field distractions.

“The players have learned to take
things in their stride.

“We’ve got our own job to do. Our job
is to train hard and then go out and per-
form.

“The senior players have said to the
club until anything is totally agreed,
don’t tell us.

“That’s been a clear message from the
playing group. Don’t tell them what
might or might not happen. When it’s
done, then tell them.”

WASPS can look back with some regret
at all their three defeats this season, but
going down in Sale is perhaps the hard-
est to stomach.

Sale weren’t at their best either, but
Wasps couldn’t take advantage as a host
of errors gifted the points to the Sharks.

Wasps director of rugby, DaiYoung,
said: “I felt winning or losing that game
was in our dressing room.

“We controlled territory, possession,
line breaks... But the telling difference
was we had 18 turnovers.

“If you turn over that amount of pos-
session you’re always going to give
yourself problems.

“I felt at half time it was more a case
of Sale capitalising on our mistakes
rather than creating big pressure
moments themselves.

“We’ve got to look at ourselves. We
had enough ball to win that game three
times over but we didn’t do it.

“We made far too many basic errors –
I think there were nine handling errors.”

Young defends selection
policy after Sale setback
‘They chose to rest and rotate their squad and thought they could beat us with that.’

Too many mistakes

We weren’t distracted

James Cannon started his first match of the season against Sale
Sharks on Sunday afternoon.

‘Every player that was
rested needed that rest
otherwise they’d have
broken down.’

In their own words: Wasps answer some of the fans’ questions:
Buying Adams Park:

We have enjoyed a good relation-
ship with Wycombe Wanderers
during our stay in High Wycombe.
However, the ground is not suit-
able for our long-term require-
ments as a permanent home – it
would need to be completely rede-
veloped.

The site simply isn’t big enough.
The infrastructure is not viable for
what we need.The access is not
efficient and there are no other
revenue streams to rival what the
Ricoh Arena offers.

Unfortunately attendances at
Adams Park have not been as high
as we would have wished, or as
we need, to survive as a business
in the professional era.

We need a bigger footprint to be
able to build attendances.The
Ricoh Arena also has a capacity
that will allow us to host the knock
out stages of European Rugby in
the future (15,000 criteria).

Staying at Adams Park:

We run a high risk of going bust.
It’s as simple as that.

Adams Park was always intend-
ed as a short-term solution.The
club doesn’t make enough money
in High Wycombe for it to be sus-
tainable – for every £1 spent by
supporters at Adams Park the club
gets 15p.

Over the past 18 months our
owner has absorbed almost £10m
of the club’s losses. We are losing
approximately £3m every year.

We can’t continue in that vein if
we want the club to
survive and succeed.

Eighteen months
ago we were an hour
away from administra-
tion, an hour from the
club disappearing for-
ever.

It is only thanks to
our current owner that
we are here today.

New stadium in Wycombe:

We as a club have been disap-
pointed before, through the Book-
er Airfield project.

We came close to achieving our
own home only for plans to fall
through at the final hour, leaving
our previous owner no choice but
to walk away.

Staying where we are would
mean continuing to lose £3m a
year while awaiting planning per-
mission elsewhere.

The green field sites we have
explored have a low chance of suc-

cess.
On average,

securing plan-
ning consent,
building new
stadiums and
the infrastruc-
ture they
require takes
ten years to
come to fruition.

Supporters’ reaction:

We value our supporters who have
backed us through thick and thin,
particularly over a challenging cou-
ple of years, and we understand
this move will be disruptive.

We will do everything we can to
help our supporters join us at our
new home.

This will include free coach
transport for season ticket holders
from designated locations in High
Wycombe for the rest of the sea-
son, as well as an upgrade in sea-
son ticket seat, an exclusive hospi-
tality area for season ticket holders
and free parking.

We understand supporters will
feel passionately about the move,
we have asked ourselves the same
questions supporters are currently
asking.

We’d ask our supporters to take
a step back if they can and consid-
er the positive opportunities this
will give their team.

Other options:
One: Stay as we are, losing
£3m a year with a high risk of
going bust.

Two: Stay as we are, but cut the
squad budget in half to survive
financially.

Three: Find land to develop;
suitable sites are not available and
there is a very high degree of risk
associated with planning consent
falling through.

Four: Buy an existing stadium in
the area; they are rarely, if ever,
available.

The club is reliant on the finan-
cial support and goodwill of one
individual.

We have to break this cycle.
The strength of this move is the

combination of the parts – the con-
ferences, music events, exhibi-
tions.

The whole business makes
money, which allows us to invest
in our squad and attract world-
class players.



WASPS admit moving to the Ricoh
Arena will test the loyalty of their
fans to the limit, but insist they
were left with no option.

Wasps will play four, possibly
five games at Adams Park before
upping sticks and relocating to
Coventry in December.

They leave behind a hardcore
fanbase of about 6,000 supporters,
of which about 40 per cent are sea-
son ticket holders from the South
Bucks area.

Expecting those fans to follow
them 80 miles away is a giant leap
of faith, and chief executive officer
Nick Eastwood admits that losing
supporters will be an inevitable
part of the move.

He said: “We have a motto at the
club among players and support-
ers, Once a Wasp Always a Wasp.
We realise we are testing that sen-
timent, and significantly so.

“We would dearly love that spir-
it to shine through but we under-
stand it’s not possible for all.

“Our message to current Wasps

fans is this: We want you to come
with us and be part of this incredi-
bly exciting future.

“You have backed this club
through thick and thin and we
value that support tremendously. I
know we have tested your patience
recently, unavoidably I might add,
and now we’re testing your sup-
port.

“But we have finally ended the
uncertainty over our future and
put ourselves in a position to com-
pete at the highest levels again.
“We want our current supporters
to be there sharing that with us.”

Wasps will hope to convince fans
to follow them by providing free
coaches from High Wycombe on
matchdays for the remainder of
the season.

And Eastwood even believes that
the greater access at the Ricoh
Arena will make it a shorter day
for Wasps fans than going to sup-

port their team at Adams Park.
He said: “We’ve got 2,800 season

ticket holders. About 80 per cent of
them live within a 30 minute drive
of Adams Park.

“Adams Park is a notoriously
difficult place to get in and out of.
It is the end of a cul-de-sac and
you’re talking an hour to an hour
and a half getting in and out.

“If you work out the time when a
family leaves and gets back [12am-

6pm], the ease at the Ricoh Arena
means their rugby day is likely to
be no longer and in many
instances will be shorter.

“Obviously they’ll have to travel
and this means cost, but we’ll put
together what we believe is a very
attractive offer for our season tick-
et holders to come and support us.
That will include free coach trans-
port and other aspects of sub-
sidised travel.”
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Once a Wasp
always a Wasp?
We realise we
are testing that
sentiment

WASPS’ MOVE AT A GLANCE:

 Wasps have bought a 50 per cent
stake in the Ricoh Arena for about
£20m.

 The Alan Edward Higgs Charity
holds the other 50 per cent but Wasps
are planning negotiations to increase
their stake.

 Their first game at the Ricoh Arena
will be against either London Irish or
Castres in early December.

 Wasps will share the ground with
Coventry City, with the football club
playing on Saturday and Wasps on
Sunday.

 The club will train at Acton for the
remainder of this season and next
season while a new state-of-the-art
training site near the Ricoh Arena is
identified.

 Season ticket holders will be offered
free transport from High Wycombe to
Coventry for home matches this sea-
son.

 Wasps have also announced major
sponsorship deals with Land Rover
and EMC.

 Wasps say the move was essential
with annual losses between £2m and
£4m, while they take just 15p
of every pound spent on matchdays at
Adams Park.

WASPS director of rugby Dai
Young is preparing for a ‘mixed
reaction’ from home fans for their
remaining games at Adams Park.

They host Bath on Sunday with
Harlequins, London Irish and Lon-
don Welsh also due in Wycombe –
and possible Casters in the Cham-
pions Cup – before the club
decamps to Coventry.

Young said: “I expect a mixed
reaction at Adams Park.

“But it’s important now we
speak to the supporters and
explain the situation.

“It’s not a decision we took light-
ly and we want to assure them that
we want them to come on this jour-
ney with us and we’ll do every-
thing within our power to get them
here.

“We feel this is the best decision
for Wasps to be about in 15, 20, 30,
40 years. The alternative doesn’t

bear thinking about.”
And Young insists that not only

does the move stave off the threat
of going out of business, but it
offers a platform from which the
club can reclaim its former glories.

He said: “To play in a world
class facility will help us retain
players and attract world stars.

“You can’t help but be impressed
when you walk into this arena. It
blows you away a little bit.

“We’ve got to do the job on the
field, but we are really excited
about playing our first game here.

“It will also help us invest in the
infrastructure of the club, making
sure we have the right number of
physios and the right support team
to make sure the preparation is
second to none.

“The next step is the training
facilities and we want to build the
best in the Premiership.”

WASPS captain James Haskell admits
he can understand the heartache of
young fans who don’t understand
why their team is walking away from
them.

However, he insists the alternative
was going out of business or sinking
down the leagues with a weak squad.

He said: “I’m a Wasps fan from the
age of 12 and I followed them around
the country.

“Now I’m the longest serving
Wasps player and I’ve got intimate
knowledge of where this club has
been, how close we’ve been to disap-
pearing, how many owners we’ve had
and how long we’ve strived to find a
home.

“We’ve left no stone unturned to
trying to find that place but I don’t
think the fans know how close it got a
number of times and how much of a
struggle it’s been. Fans have been
shielded from that but it was very
close.”

It’s understood that players and
staff went unpaid more than once and
at the lowest ebb even the most basic
equipment had to be self-funded.

Haskell said: “It’s obviously a mas-
sive change. But we were an hour
away from going bankrupt, we’re los-
ing £3m a year, Derek [Richardson,
owner] has come in and absorbed
£10m worth of debt.

“If you’re losing that amount of
money you make cut backs and end
up with a squad that can’t compete.

“But we’ve done everything we can
to keep Wasps where it should be.

“There was no other option. I know
it’s difficult to understand in the short-
term and as a young fan it’s difficult
to explain the business side of it
because it’s the emotion.

“But we aren’t a million miles
away.This will only make the club
better and we will do everything it
can to take as many supporters with
us as we can.”

Haskell issues
emotional appeal Young expecting a ‘mixed reaction’ at Adams Park

Wasps expect to shed fans moving to Coventry.

TIME will tell if High Wycombe’s
loss is Coventry’s gain, but
Wycombe District Council have
responded to the news of Wasps
departure by admitting they
‘really wanted’ the club to stay in
the town.

In a statement issued yesterday
(Thursday), Cllr Richard Scott,
Leader of Wycombe District
Council, said: “We really are very
sorry to hear that Wasps will be
leaving High Wycombe this year.

“Not only have they built-up a
loyal fan base within the area, but
they’ve also made a significant

contribution to grass roots rugby
in particular and wider communi-
ty life in general.

“I don’t make light of the fact
that we really wanted Wasps to
stay in High Wycombe.

“I met with their chief execu-
tive on a number of occasions to
discuss options for their future at
Adams Park.

“During all of these discus-
sions, the club made it very clear
that that were looking for an
improved match day experience
for their fans and it’s obviously
disappointing that this is not

something that they felt they
could pursue at Adams Park.

“We would like to thank Wasps
for their contribution to the
Wycombe district over the last 12
years and wish them the best of
luck for the future.”

However, while a proposed new
stadium at Booker didn’t get as
far as the planning application
stage, some comments on the BFP
website suggest fans think the
council are at least partly to blame.

Wearywasp said: “Tragic but
the council in Coventry had a big-
ger vision than the narrow mind-

ed councillors and people of
Wycombe.

“Understand why the club
chose this. Heartbroken tonight.”

Kania said: “It’s a pity to see
you go, wish you the very best in
the future. It’s a pity the local
council have not allowed provi-
sion for a well sited stadium in
the area.”

Grumpyaskett said: “A really
sad time but it was so obvious
once our councillors backtracked
on the Booker deal and
previously refused easier access
to Adams Park.”

Wycombe Council ‘really wanted’ Wasps to stay in High Wycombe
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