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THERE is at least one Wasps
player who won’t be daunted
by reputations when he runs
out against Leinster in the
European Rugby Champions
Cup on Sunday evening.

The Irish thoroughbreds won
their third European title in four
years in 2012 and are ranked
first in European club rugby
rankings.

They have beaten everyone
who is anyone during a sus-
tained period of dominance

and set a string of European
records along the way.

Gordon D’Arcy, Cian Healy,
Jamie Heaslip, Rob Kearney
and former Wasp Eoin Reddan
are just some of the stars in
their ranks.

But Nathan Hughes admits

he knows next to nothing
about them and can’t name a
single player in their squad.

He said: “I don’t really follow
rugby outside of England and
New Zealand so don’t know
much about Leinster.

“I heard they won a few
years ago but I don’t know any-
thing other than that.

“I do know Brian O’Driscoll
used to play for them, but I
can’t name any of their players
now.

“A few of the boys have told
me about them though and I
know it’s a hard place to go
and win.

“But I hope we can change
that. It’s a big stage and we’ve
beaten Northampton and Bath
so we’ve proved we can win
big games.

“We just need to switch on
mentally and if we get the
opportunity we need to
deliver.”
 WASPS’ final game in High

Wycombe will be against
Castres in the European Rugby
Champions Cup in early
December.

They have confirmed their
first match at their new home
ground of the Ricoh Arena in
Coventry will be against Lon-
don Irish in the Aviva Premier-
ship on December 21.

Before that they play Castres
home and away in the Euro-
pean Rugby Champions Cup
on December 7 and 14.

Which Wasps player can’t name a single player in the Leinster team?
Leinster v Wasps
European Rugby
Champions Cup
Sunday, 5,15pm

GARETH Ainsworth admits he’s
surprised at how quickly his plan has
come together after Wanderers hit the
top of League Two this week.

Their seventh victory of the campaign
at Morecambe on Saturday ensured
Blues hit the summit of the division for
the first time in more than five years.

It’s a stark contrast to a mere six
months ago when Wanderers were
scratching around at the wrong end of
the table, avoiding relegation on goal dif-
ference on the final day of the season.

That prompted Ainsworth to rip
things up and start all over again, bring-
ing in almost an entirely new squad.

And any fears the new faces would
take time to get to know each other have
been firmly blown out of the water, with
the players showing a remarkable level
of consistency since day one.

Ainsworth said he was surprised at
the speed at which everything had fallen
into place – but added his squad were
reaping the rewards for their hard work.

He said: “We’ve got a great, honest,
hard working group of players. They
only have to look around them and the
staff behind the scenes to realise that’s
what we do here now.

“It’s a team effort. The message we
keep putting out is it’s about hard work
and togetherness and being honest.

“They have gelled surprisingly quick-
ly. Usually you have a teething period
but from that first game at Newport
away, they clicked very well.

“We’ve changed the team and the
shape now and again and they seem to
have adapted really well. If you put the
hard work in, you reap the benefit of it.

“A lot of people will see other teams

and new players coming in – they always
have the settling-in period. We seem to
have got through that very quickly.

“Maybe that’s because we’ve got a
smaller group than most – you don’t
have to get to know too many people at
Wycombe anymore because we are a
very small, slim squad.

“All these things play a part and I
think the characters have been really
important.

“They have done really well to be con-
sistent and keep the levels they are per-
forming at.”
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‘We’ve got a great,
honest, hard working

group of players...If
you put the hard

work in, you reap the
benefit of it.’

Wycombe Wanderers are top of LeagueTwo for the first time since 2009.


