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WYCOMBE Wanderers received
the highest score of any host of a
FA WSL Continental Cup fixture
from a ‘mystery supporter’
report following last Thursday’s
final between Manchester City
Women and Arsenal Ladies.

City claimed the trophy with a
1-0 win thanks to a goal from Iso-
bel Christiansen in front of an
impressive crowd of 3,697 at
Adams Park, with plenty of
entertainment on offer in the
form of a Junior FanZone and a
performance from boyband
Kingsland Road ahead of kick-
off.

The mystery supporter report
awarded the club a score of 9.25
out of 10 in relation to first
impressions, travel to the stadi-
um, arrival at Adams Park and
social offering, while the club
also scored 10/10 in relation to
likelihood of recommending the
match day experience to others,
and feeling valued as a support-
er.

Wanderers chairman Andrew
Howard said: “It was fantastic for
Wycombe Wanderers to host
such a prestigious event and to
be able to welcome so many sup-
porters from far and wide as well
as of course our home grown
fans.

“We were delighted to be a part
of such a momentous footballing
occasion and would like to thank

The FA, players and staff for
enabling us to showcase our
home ground for this exciting
and coveted sporting occasion.”

Katie Brazier, head of women’s
leagues and competitions added:
“Wycombe Wanderers played the

perfect hosts to the FA WSL Con-
tinental Cup Final at Adams
Park. As one of our key show-
case games of the women’s foot-
ball calendar, it’s important for
us to deliver a great match day
experience for fans and compet-

ing clubs.
“It’s a super stadium, has

great facilities and the WWFC
players, staff and volunteers all
helped to ensure the family
friendly atmosphere and experi-
ence was top rate.”

WANDERERS
Bucks Free Press

Sport is sponsored by

City win the cup as Wanderers take the plaudits

Manchester City celebrate winning the FA WSL Continental Cup Final at Adams Park.

Wycombe Wanderers 2,
AFC Wimbledon 0.
ANDY CARSWELL REPORTS

WANDERERS manager Gareth
Ainsworth hailed a complete team per-
formance as Wanderers secured their
first ever Football League win over
AFC Wimbledon to stretch their lead at
the top of the table.

The Dons have proved something of a
bogey side for Blues since promotion to
the Football League, winning three and
drawing once, but they had no answer
as their challenge was brushed aside by
a Wanderers side in top form.

With the supply lines to their prolific
front pairing of Adebayo Akinfenwa
and Matt Tubbs – who between them
have scored 14 times – cut by a bustling
midfield, Wanderers’ unbeaten run was
never under any threat of coming to an
end.

Josh Scowen, with only his third goal
in 87 appearances, and Sam Wood, with
his second in two games, netted after
the break to ensure Blues picked up
another victory.

Ainsworth said: “It was brilliant to
see – a real team performance. We had
all the chances, scored two good goals,
limited a great strike force to very little,
if anything.

“You’re confident you’ve got the abili-
ty to try things because you know the
person next to you is right alongside
you and will work just as hard as you if
it breaks down.

“The sheer resilience of everyone
was great.”

Blues had to be workmanlike to
break down a stubborn Wimbledon side
who showed little in attack, particular-
ly in a gloomy opening 45 minutes that
lacked any real excitement.

Visiting keeper James Shea excelled
twice in dealing with thumping efforts
from Scowen and Peter Murphy but he
was a beaten man within five minutes
of the restart.

Steven Craig was first to an up-and-
under from Wood and Scowen gleefully
latched onto his header, advanced into
space and unleashed a shot past Shea to
put Blues in front.

It was a lead that was a whisker away
from being doubled within minutes as
Murphy’s effort from distance didn’t
have enough curl on it to take it into
the corner and former Wanderers
defender Alan Bennett got in Paul
Hayes’ way as the skipper tried to con-
vert an inviting cross from his strike
partner Steven Craig.

Murphy skilfully slalomed his way
past no fewer than three defenders in a
break from deep before being denied by
a brave smothering save from Shea.

Wanderers finally earned themselves
the two-goal cushion they deserved as
Hayes teed up Craig to shoot, and his
effort looked to be heading well wide
until it was steered into the net by
Wood’s head.

Wanderers: Ingram, Jombati, Pierre,
Mawson, Jacobson, Cowan-Hall (sub
Kretzschmar), Scowen, Murphy, Wood,
Hayes (sub Bloomfield), Craig (sub
McClure). Substitutes not used: Richard-
son, Rowe, Lewis, Walker.
Attendance: 4,329 (896 from Wimble-
don)
Twitter man of the match: Josh
Scowen

Tactics right
as Blues beat
bogey side

Exeter City 2, Wycombe 1.
ANDY CARSWELL REPORTS

WANDERERS saw their unbeaten
run come to an end as they lost
the lead against Exeter – and
Gareth Ainsworth said it will
serve as a way of bringing fans
excited at their start to the season
back down to earth.

Peter Murphy’s opening goal
and results elsewhere meant that
at one stage Wanderers held a five
point lead at the summit of the
division – but a turnaround
meant that although Ainsworth’s
men still lead League Two, they
do so on goal difference only.

And the Blues boss said: “This
will bring everyone back down to
earth and realise this is League
Two and anyone can beat anyone
in this league.”

Wanderers were in front inside
five minutes and controlled the
opening half hour of the game.

But an Exeter equaliser from
Man of the Match David Wheeler
flipped the game on its head and
the Wycombe storm that has cast
aside a succession of opponents
blew itself out.

Scot Bennett grabbed the win-
ner as Blues looked increasingly
tired the longer the game went
on, failing to match the high stan-
dards they have set for them-
selves over the course of a season

that has so far promised much.
Ainsworth said: “We started

the game fantastically, did some
great moves, got a great goal, and
I thought we were destined for a
good game, but we ran out of
steam a little bit.

“The energy levels were lack-
ing just a little bit tonight. Maybe
that’s [from] a mammoth effort to
get the 28 points we have at the
moment.

“Exeter did really well going
forward – it was quite a long ball
side going forward, which is dif-
ferent from the Exeter of the past.
Usually we can eat that long ball
up but tonight they were better.
We lost a lot of headers.”

Blues were in front inside five
minutes as Wood’s perfect cross
was effortlessly headed into the
net by Murphy for his fifth goal of
the season.

Max Kretzschmar caught
Arron Davies dallying in posses-
sion in midfield and fed Paul
Hayes after stealing the ball off
his opponent, but keeper Christy
Pym dug him out of a hole with a
wonderful save low down to keep
out the Wycombe captain.

City drew level as Graham
Cummins – not for the first time –
broke the offside trap and
although his initial shot was par-
ried away by Matt Ingram, Wheel-
er was on hand to smash the

rebound high into the net.
Joe Jacobson’s shot was hooked

off the line by Bennett and Wheel-
er sent a flying header wide in an
end-to-end encounter.

A tactical reshuffle from City
boss Paul Tisdale proved decisive
as Christian Ribeiro’s header
from an inswinging Matt Grimes
free kick was well saved by an
alert Ingram but skipper Bennett
– now leading the attack after
starting the game in defence –
was on hand to sweep home the
loose ball.

Substitute Matt Bloomfield’s
first touch within a minute of

coming on almost conjured an
equaliser as a Hayes pass was
jabbed over the top from ten yards
by the long-serving midfielder,
but that was as close as Blues
came to preserving their unbeat-
en run.
Wanderers: Ingram, Jombati,
Pierre, Mawson, Jacobson,
Cowan-Hall (sub Craig), Scowen,
Murphy, Wood, Kretzschmar (sub
Bloomfield), Hayes (sub McClure).
Substitutes not used: Richardson,
Walker, Lewis, Rowe.
Att: 3,129 (192 from Wycombe)
Twitter man of the match: Alfie
Mawson

Unbeaten run ends as Blues
fizzle out after bright start

WANDERERS were this week
slapped with a £1,000 fine for
failing to ensure their players
conducted themselves in an
orderly manner.

Blues were handed the fine
after choosing not to contest a
charge from the Football Asso-
ciation.

The charges were laid after a
mass confrontation between
the two sets of players follow-
ing Aaron Holloway’s injury
time equaliser against
Northampton this month.

Town were also fined £1,000
for their part in the fracas.

Blues slapped with FA fine

The FA took a dim view of
these scenes.


