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Chesham’s
collapse

leaves boss
Leese lost
for words

Page 123

9 770963 233142

4 4

He’s going to put some
magic on the pitch

Nicola Sanders’
international

athletics career has
ended after she was

forced to retire
through injury this

week.The Amersham-
born star, pictured

left celebrating
winning gold at the

2012 World Indoor
Championships with

her Great Britain team
mates, called time on

her career after fail-
ing to recover from a

succession of injuries.

See page 121
for full story.

by ANDY CARSWELL
acarswell@london.newsquest.co.uk

GARETH Ainsworth has beaten
competition from Championship
clubs to bring his former QPR
team mate Hogan Ephraim to
Adams Park.

The forward, who represented
England at four different youth
levels, has this week penned a
deal with Wanderers until the
end of the season.

Ephraim, 26, played as a trial-
ist for Blues against Chesham
United in pre-season but
Ainsworth had to play the long
game before finally landing his
man.

The Blues boss said: “I spoke to
Hogan throughout the summer.

There were some big clubs in for
him – he nearly signed for Read-
ing; Leyton Orient and Millwall
were sniffing. We’re talking
Championship clubs.

“I knew he was going to try to
get the best he possibly could for
himself but sometimes things get
promised to players that don’t
come off.

“It’s great to be able to bring
him in and I’m sure he’s going to
put some magic on the pitch.”

Ephraim, who can play up
front or on the wing, was
released by Queen’s Park
Rangers in the summer after six
years at the club.

He played 95 times for the
Hoops and had loan spells at five
other clubs, including a stint at

Toronto in the MLS.
Ainsworth said: “He’s going to

need some sharpness and Hogan
admits that. He hasn’t played a
first team game for a good few
months.

“He’s not one who puts on
weight, he’s a fit lad, he’s two
footed. I know he will cause prob-
lems. He’s looking good in train-
ing now but I’ve seen him at his
absolute best and I know what he
can do.

“I think people are going to
have to be patient with Hogan to
see the best of him.

“It’s my decision when that
will be and when he starts games
for us, but it could possibly be an
addition to the squad on Satur-
day.”

WASPS forward James Haskell
hopes to play for England next
Saturday despite being
hospitalised with suspected
meningitis.

The Wasps skipper said he’d
never felt so ill in his life during
a week-long stay in hospital,
after doctors became worried he
had all the symptoms of menin-
gitis.

Tests later showed he didn’t
have the condition but the
Wasps doctor was so concerned
over Haskell’s health he was put
in an ambulance and taken to
Charing Cross Hospital.

The 29-year-old flanker said:
“I have never felt so ill in my
life. My neck started to ache, I
just felt terrible.

“On Friday I couldn’t get out
of bed and felt horrible and I
just got worse every day.

“I lost about five kilos in a
week. It wasn’t vomiting or diar-
rhoea; it was just fever and not
eating.

“I couldn’t open my eyes
because they were too sensitive
to light. My lower back and my
neck were very, very stiff, so I
couldn’t really move out of bed
at all.

“I spent hours lying in bed
with a cold flannel on my head,
in a dark room, on a drip, not
eating or drinking. Man down,
really. My temperature was up
to 38 degrees.

“They couldn’t work it out,
but they just thought I had a ter-
rible virus and all the symptoms
of viral meningitis, with a bad
migraine and all the other
symptoms that went with it.”

Haskell missed both of his
club side’s opening two Champi-
ons Cup ties due to the bug and
wasn’t able to take part in Eng-
land training sessions until yes-
terday, ahead of the first
autumn international against
New Zealand at Twickenham
next Saturday.

He added: “I would be
extremely disappointed if my ill-
ness was a factor in whether I
am involved or not.”
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