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Last week we were with
Wycombe Wanderers foot-
baller Bernard C Hooper in

Mesopotamia. He was serving with
the Royal Garrison Artillery (RGA)
during the Great War. After his let-
ter which was published in the BFP
on May 17th 1917, he wrote again in
June 1918, when he was described
as being the Wycombe Wanderers
FC Scribe.

He said “ Since writing you last,
I have travelled a few thousand
miles, as I am now in Palestine –
some long jaunt from the other ‘old
place’. Before coming here we had
some weeks in Egypt at a base
camp, and whilst there most of us
were granted five days’ leave in
Cairo, a railway journey of some
four hours – and a tophole place it
is too.

We all had a great time, and it
goes without saying we all thor-
oughly enjoyed getting back to
civilisation for a short time, after
being out in the wilds for so many
months. And whilst at that camp
we were also able to enjoy a daily
dip in the Suez.

When leaving for here we started
with a 20 hours’ journey in railway
trucks, not quite such comfortable
riding as in a G.C.R. 3rd class com-
partment.

Then we tramped for some five
or six days, practically the whole
distance being through a tremen-

dously extensive range of hills, and
we are still amongst them. On one
occasion we travelled uphill for
about 11 or 12 miles – a gradual
upward slope without even the sign
of a downward dip. The particular
hill we are now accepting the kind-
ly shelter of is just under 3,000 feet
high, and that will give you a good
idea of the height of the majority
of them: and you can also imagine
what fearfully difficult country it is
for fighting in – to say nothing of
the great question of transport.

Water is rather scarce about
here and the transporting of that is

done solely by camels, each animal
carrying from 20 to 30 gallons in
two tanks – slung either side of the
hump.

We are now well up the line, but
appear to be rather marking time.
There is of course something usu-
ally going on, but the particularly
heavy pills we dose ’Johnny’ with
are not administered in large quan-
tities – he usually has time to
digest one dose before we give him
a second.

At the time of writing our
Battery is sending him a few over
to go on with. I am off duty now –

we have 24 hours on, and 24 off,
whilst things are quiet. Don’t think
we get it all our own way. ’Johnny’
returns our compliments but
seems rather short with his ammu-
nition. I did not tell you these hills
resemble a miniature range of
Rocky Mountains – nearly all rock
– and we are living like cave
dwellers of olden times, not in
actual caves but amongst huge
boulders.

Another small dose has just gone
overhead – “Where did that one go
‘erbert’ ’’. We passed through the
outskirts of Jerusalem on our way
up. Hope to have an opportunity of
seeing the city before very long, if
circumstances will allow.

I trust all my friends and pals
are well. Suppose the new age limit
has found some of them out – all I
can say is they have my sympathy.
Glad to say that I am extremely fit
– Kindest regards to everybody’’.

It was reported in the BFP of
March 28, 1919 the ‘Gunner B C
Hooper is expected in Wycombe in
a few days’, so he did not arrive
home until some five or six months
after the war ended.

Now aged 36, Bernard took up
the role of club secretary to
Wycombe Wanderers for the sea-
sons 1919/20 to 1924/25. He would
have been instrumental in obtain-
ing the club’s elevation to the
Isthmian League, the application
being granted on March 18, 1921.
The club went on tour to France in
1923, no doubt encouraged to do so
by the ex-WWI servicemen still

associated with the club.
Bernard resigned as secretary at

the AGM on July 19th 1925 as he
had taken a hotel in Great
Dunmow in Essex. He died in 1945
aged 60.
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From the football fields to the
WW1 battlefields for Bernard

TO remind ourselves of the
progress of World War I, we
are detailing the main
events affecting Great
Britain which took place
each week. Today we focus
on the key events that
occurred between November
7 and 13.

 November 8 The British
Naval High Command estab-
lish a unit known as Room
40, which becomes the cen-
tre of intelligence-gathering
operations.

 November 10 Private
George Taberner of
Wooburn Green dies

 November 11 Private
Charles Harman of Princes
Risborough and Private
Alfred Perry of Marlow are
killed in action

 November 13
Guardsman Leonard Brown
of High Wycombe died of
wounds at home.
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AMONG the readers who have
been in touch following the article
about Alan Madge alias Coombe,
founder of the High Wycombe
Silver band, is John Cowling.

His father joined the band c.1940
and played the tenor horn. John
himself joined in c.1950, when he
was only ten or eleven, and also
played the tenor horn.

Initially the Band was called The
Excelsior Band, then the High
Wycombe Silver Band, and finally
the High Wycombe Town Band.
Many in the Band had served in
the Army, and had been trained at
the Royal Military School of Music
at Kneller Hall, near Twickenham.

The band was always self-fund-
ing, all fees for playing at concerts
went into the fund.

For several years the band had
an arrangement with Wycombe
District Council to play 10 concerts
on the bandstand on The Rye for
£110 per annum.

They also played in London
parks. One of the highlights of the
band’s career occurred c.1956 when
they won the Inter-Counties Cup in
a contest at Cheltenham Town
Hall.

The band rehearsed in the first
floor room of the Nags Head in

London Road, opposite the Rye, on
Tuesday evenings.

John well remembers an occa-
sion in 1956/57 “when we had a
phone call on band practice night
asking if the band could get to
Westminster Pier by 11pm. We all
shot home to change into our uni-
forms and then went by coach to
London.

“At Westminster Pier we got on a
boat, then at 11pm all the stars of
the film Around The World in
Eighty Days, including Mick Todd
and Elizabeth Taylor, arrived.

“We then sailed up the Thames
to Battersea Pleasure Gardens,
where we disembarked and

marched to a tent.
“This contained tables of food

from all around the world. Here we
played most of the night. At the
end we were given a very large bot-
tle of champagne. Twenty six went
on the trip, twenty four came home
completely drunk.

“We arrived back in Wycombe at
5.30am, and I had to start work at
7.30am.”

Another reader, Peter Bradshaw,
remembers that his father Harry
was in the Band, also from about
1940, playing the trombone. He
bought Peter a small trombone as a
boy, but his father confiscated it
when Peter played modern music.

Harry also played the piano at
the King George V pub in
Wycombe Marsh. By trade he was
a freelance French polisher.

He had the contract to polish all
the seats for the Queen Mary I
liner, for which he was paid one
shilling per seat. Peter remembers
that seats were hanging-up all
round the house to dry.
Contact Mike Dewey at
deweymiked@aol.com
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The High Wycombe Silver Band marching along Easton Street, with
Bandmaster Mr Rolfe leading the procession. Horace Cowling is
the middle of the three tenor players and his son John is following
the band along the pavement. C.1948.

The Old King of Prussia public
house in London Road,
Wycombe Marsh, c.1910. It
was renamed the King George
V after the 1914-18 war.
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