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We never should have
played on that pitch
by ANDY CARSWELL
acarswell@london.newsquest.co.uk

GARETH Ainsworth said Blues’
match at Bury should never have
gone ahead, with club stalwart Matt
Bloomfield declaring the pitch one
of the worst he’d ever played on.

The Gigg Lane pitch was heavily
sanded in several areas before a
flurry of snow and partial thaw led
to it becoming badly waterlogged in
places.

Referee David Webb was happy to
play and didn’t carry out a second
inspection of the surface, despite
players on both sides having trouble
kicking balls to one another during
their on-pitch warm ups.

Bloomfield said the only compa-
rable pitch he’d played on was dur-
ing a 6-0 defeat at Stockport back in
2007 on a quagmire.

He and his team mates struggled
to stay on their feet as snow
remained on the pitch throughout
the match – but he insisted Wander-
ers wanted to play the game.

Bloomfield said: “The only one I
can compare it with was the day we
went to Stockport. That was just as
bad today – it was tough. It made it
hard for all the players and for the
ref to referee it.

“When we got here at about
1.15pm I was very surprised it was

quite as wet as it was. The ball was-
n’t running true but the ref seemed
like he wanted to get it on.

“We’ve come all this way up here
and we wanted to play. It was fine
by us and we gave it everything
we’ve got.”

Bury boss David Flitcroft said the
match “didn’t represent football”
and was one of the ugliest he’d ever
seen.

Ainsworth, a former team-mate
of Flitcroft’s, admitted he was sur-
prised the officials gave the go-

ahead for the match to be played.
He said: “I’m not sure the game

should have gone ahead, if I’m
being honest. The pitch was terrible
– Bury will have their work cut out
with this pitch to keep it in good
nick for the rest of the season,
because it was a mudbath at the
end.

“I thought the ref would’ve called
the game off. The ball wasn’t run-
ning true, there was a horrendous
puddle in front of the dugouts and
there were a few dodgy tackles in

that area.
“The footwear, no matter what

you’re wearing you were slipping
all over the place. You had to find
out which areas of the pitch were
sticky and which areas the ball was
running on.”

The Blues boss added however
that he was pleased to get the game
out of the way.

He said: “It’s a good thing we’ve
played and got a point because we
don’t want to be coming up here on
a Tuesday night.”

Wanderers’ Aaron Holloway leads the charge while behind him the Bury players slip and slide on the
Gigg Lane snow and ice. Picture ANDREW ROWLAND UK SPORTSPICS

The Bury pitch looked more like
an ice rink.

WANDERERS’ pre-match
preparations took a turn for the
worse as the team bus suffered
a blow-out on the motorway.

Their journey to the team
hotel for the 200-mile trip to
Bury took them a total of seven
hours.

A tyre on the bus burst dur-
ing the journey, leaving the
players stranded at the side of
the M6 for several hours when
they travelled up on Friday.

Bury 1, Wycombe Wanderers 1

WANDERERS boss Gareth
Ainsworth said he decided against
making tactical changes during his
side’s draw at Bury because it could
have hindered rather than helped.

A quagmire of a pitch meant any
tactical plans either he or his oppo-
site number David Flitcroft might
have had went out of the window
straight away and any thoughts of
playing pretty football were kicked
into touch.

Millwall loanee Fred Onyedinma
belied the conditions to power
through the home defence and net a
deserved equaliser, after a blunder
from the otherwise impeccable
Alfie Mawson led to Bury taking a
first half lead.

Ainsworth was pleased to be tak-
ing a point home but said with a
better pitch he would have changed
things around in a more deter-
mined attempt to claim all three.

He said: “The pitch was the
biggest factor, and knowing how to

play the pitch. If I’d have put some-
one on today and they didn’t get up

to speed with the pitch – like we did-
n’t in the first 15 minutes – it could
have cost us. There was no way I
was going to risk it when you have a
point in the bag, and potentially
three. It’s a tactical decision but
there’s an environmental decision
as well.”

Wanderers made a slow start as
Matt Ingram was forced to tip over
a misdirected header from team
mate Sido Jombati and Aaron
Pierre cleared off the line from
experienced striker Ryan Lowe.

Bury adapted to the conditions
far quicker and went in front as
Mawson got into a terrible tangle in
trying to clear a routine cross from
Rowe, gifting Danny Mayor time to
slide in and poke home.

But Blues found their feet – liter-
ally – as Aaron Holloway had a
header well saved by Nick Pope,
who also made good stops to keep
out Pierre and Onyedinma.

And they earned a hard-earned

point as Onyedinma collected Sam
Wood’s pass, burst past Adam Al-
Ebd and crashed a shot high past
Pope and into the roof of the net.

Ainsworth said: “It didn’t go well
for the first 20 minutes. We were
under the cosh. They dealt with the
pitch quicker than we did, but once
we got to grips with it, there was
only one team in it. For the last 60,
70 minutes it was only Wycombe.

“We deserved a draw without a
shadow of a doubt and maybe we
could have won it.

“It was a terrible mistake for the
first goal by somebody [Mawson]
who doesn’t make many. After that
he didn’t put a foot wrong, and nei-
ther did anyone else.”
Wanderers: Ingram, Jombati, Pierre,
Mawson, Jacobson, Bloomfield, Murphy,
Bean, Onyedinma, Holloway, Wood. Sub-
stitutes not used: Richardson, Senior,
Craig, Rowe, McClure, Ephraim, Hayes.
Attendance: 2,932 (270 from Wycombe)
Man of the match: Fred Onyedinma 56
per cent of the vote.

If the pitch had been better we’d have chased the win

by ANDY CARSWELL
acarswell@london.newsquest.co.uk

MATT Bloomfield says he is
enjoying the added responsibili-
ty of passing on advice to the
younger players in the Wander-
ers squad.

At 30, Bloomfield can hardly
be said to be a veteran but he’s
one of the most experienced
players in a team packed full of
players who are barely into
their 20s.

And the midfielder, who had
his testimonial match earlier
this season to commemorate ten
years at Adams Park, said the
vibe being created by the young-
sters was leading to a team spir-
it comparable to some of the
best he’s experienced at Adams
Park.

Bloomfield said: “There’s a
lot of young boys in there just
enjoying their football. We are
all mates – the lads hang around
with each other after training.
It’s a great feeling and lovely to
be part of.

“It’s nice to be one of the
older heads in there and trying
to guide them.

“It’s thoroughly enjoyable to
be part of. It’s a great team spir-
it.”

Aaron Holloway challenges for the ball. Picture ANDREW ROWLAND

Blues stuck on
hard shoulder

Experiencing
a new young
vibe again


