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GARETH AINSWORTH has scup-
pered Shrewsbury’s promotion
dream once before. Tomorrow he
hopes to do it again – this time as a
manager.

A hotly disputed goal from
Ainsworth, which led then Town
boss Graham Turner to say “it was-
n’t on the line, let alone over it”,
earned Wycombe a 1-1 draw in
March 2011 as the race for promo-
tion in League Two neared its cli-
max.

The result helped Wanderers fin-
ish in the final automatic promo-
tion spot one place and just a single
point above Shrewsbury, who went
on to lose in the play-offs.

“It was a huge mistake from the
officials,” Ainsworth said.

“They thought it had crossed the
line and gave the goal. Obviously if
they say it’s crossed the line then

we’re going to take the goal and
that’s all I remember really.

“I know it played quite a big part
in promotion that season but I don’t
think it was the ending factor. Goal
line technology would have been
handy in League Two that day,
especially for Shrewsbury.

“It was a terrible mistake from
the linesman when you see the pic-
tures. At the time we were all hop-
ing it crossed the line and we were
told it had so we took it as a goal
although, looking back, it wasn’t.”

The two sides meet at Adams
Park tomorrow once again locked
in a battle to hold onto their places
in the top three with just 11 match-
es remaining.

This time round the Shropshire
outfit hold a single point advantage
over the Blues, and Ainsworth says
that they arrive in Bucking-
hamshire as the favourites to take
all three points.

He said: “Coming back home

with the unbeaten run back in
place – we’ve taken eight points
from the last four games which is a
great return for us – and to build on
that against someone like Shrews-
bury would be great.

“Talking about promotion at this
stage of the season, being up there
with the big boys and playing pro-
motion ties is brilliant. There’s no
pressure.

“It’s probably a game that we’re
the underdogs for. We’re in a lower
place in the league and we’re a
smaller club. We’ll get that fighting
spirit out and try to pull something
off on Saturday.”

Wycombe have defied expecta-
tions all season, having been tipped
for the drop at the start of the cam-
paign, and the Chairboys boss
acknowledges that with the club
still vying for promotion the fans’
expectations will be at their highest
heading into tomorrow’s clash.

“Shrewsbury want to get promot-

ed and having come down from
League One they want to bounce
straight back up. Whereas the
expectancy on us wasn’t great it’s
starting to build now,” he said.

“There will be some Wycombe
fans thinking that we should get
promoted now, but day-to-day if
they came in I’m not sure what
they’d be thinking. My players
know that we have no pressure on
us and that’s important.”

Ainsworth added: “We want to
build the club to be a sustainable,
League One surviving club in five
years. Not in one season. If it hap-
pens in one season then, brilliant,
we’re ahead of our plan, but
focussing and keeping the plan in
mind is really important.

“We don’t want to get to one
year’s time or two year’s time and
be in a terrible position. We’ll build
and we’ll do it right, but, having
said that, we’re going for promotion
and we want to win on Saturday.”

Ainsworth aims to
down Town again

Then and now: Gareth Ainsworth celebrates his ‘goal’ against Shrewsbury in 2011 (left) on Saturday he’ll be in the Wanderers dug out.

GARETH AINSWORTH was
tight lipped on the fitness of key
man Fred Onyedinma ahead of
Saturday’s top of the table clash
against Shrewsbury.

The striker was named in the
starting XI against Southend last
weekend but didn’t appear for
kick-off after feeling his calf
tighten in the warm-up.

He watched the 2-2 draw from
the stands after Ainsworth chose
not to put him on the bench and
the Blues boss would not reveal
whether he will play a part in
tomorrow’s game.

He said: “I can’t give a defini-
tive answer at the moment so
we’ll see how he goes in the next
few days. He’s a big player, obvi-
ously, and that was a big curve
ball we got thrown in the warm-
up at Southend.

“Fred and Matt Bloomfield
losing both of those two, two of
your keys players, was tough to
take. We’ll see how they both
fare but whatever 11 I put out
will be good enough.”

The 18-year-old Onyedinma
made his first Wanderers start
against Mickey Mellon’s team in
a 0-0 draw at Greenhous Meadow
in December and has since gone
on to find the net eight times.

While the on loan Millwall
man has a chance of featuring
one player who is unlikely to be
seen is midfielder Max Kret-
zschmar.

The 21-year-old’s last appear-
ance came back on December 7
in the FA Cup second round
defeat against AFC Wimbledon.

“Max is very close to return-
ing to the squad – he’s almost
there,” said Ainsworth.

“He’ll probably be an omission
on Saturday again, but he’s close
and he’s getting fitter and
stronger. It’s been a nightmare
season for Max with his
injuries.”

Wanderers head into the Sat-
urday’s match one point behind
Shrewsbury with the teams
occupying third and second in
League Two respectively.

Despite the significance of the

Gaz coy on
Fred fitness
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Marlow down
Beaconsfield in

exciting derby
day duel
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