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The Bucks Free Press adheres to the
Editors’ Code of Practice, which you
can find at ipso.co.uk
We are regulated by the Independent
Press Standards Organisation. Com-
plaints about stories should be
referred firstly to the Editor by email
at: complaints@bucksfreepress.co.uk
or by post at Bucks Free Press, Loud-
water Mill, Station Road, Loudwater,

Buckinghamshire, HP10 9TY.
It is essential that your email or let-

ter is headed “Complaint” in the sub-
ject line and contains the following
information:
 Your name, email address, postal
address and daytime telephone num-
ber.
 The newspaper title or website,
preferably a copy of the story or at

least the date, page number or web-
site address of the article and any
headline.
 A full explanation of your complaint
by reference to the Editors’ Code.

If you do not provide any of the
information above this may delay or
prevent us dealing with your com-
plaint. Your personal details will only
be used for administration purposes.

If we cannot reach a resolution
between us then you can contact
IPSO by email at
complaints@ipso.co.uk or by post at
IPSO, c/o Halton House, 20-23 Hol-
born, London EC1N 2JD.

If complaining about third party
comments on our website articles,
you should use the “report this post”
function online next to the comment.

Complaints – Who To Contact

VIEWS

Jill Ives, who is
retired and from
Chinnor, said: “It
would depend on
what else I had
going on at the time,
I’m not particularly
interested in the
election. I’m very
disappointed in
most of the candi-
dates and I don’t
think any of them
would make strong
leaders. None of
them really know
what the real world
is like and they’re
only interested in
themselves, so I
won’t take time out
of my day to watch.”

Would you
watch a
televised
debate ahead
of this year’s
General
Election? How
important is it
for the PM to
take part?

 Sue Barnes, who
is retired and from
Chinnor, said: “I do
think David
Cameron should
take part, it wouldn’t
look good for him if
he didn’t and it
wouldn’t reflect well
on him or his party.
I’m not convinced
they need seven par-
ties to take part in
the debate, but at
least the main three
parties should join
in.”

 Mick Barnes, who
is retired and from
Chinnor, said: “I
probably would
watch the debate on
TV, but I don’t know
how important it is
for the party leaders
to have this debate. I
wouldn’t sit down
specifically to watch
it. If the debate does
happen, David
Cameron should take
part really, because it
could make him look
bad if he didn’t.”

 Andrew Perrin, a
production manager
who lives in Chin-
nor, said: “Personal-
ly, I think it’s down
to him whether he
wants to take part
in the debate or not.
It’s his choice. I
don’t really like that
we’re going down
the American route
with televised
debates, it is becom-
ing more like a
media circus now so
I don’t think I will
be watching any-
way. It wouldn’t
affect how I vote in
this election.”

 Susan Perrin, a
secretary from Chin-
nor, said: “It is down
to Cameron if he
wants to take part,
but he did say he
would if all the other
parties took part, so
we will see what
happens. Televised
debates aren’t really
that important to
me, I’m not sure if I
will watch it but it
wouldn’t change my
opinion about any of
the parties and it
wouldn’t change the
way I vote.”



The value of a televised candidates’ debate
Street survey

It’s not just about
the money so let’s
give Wanderers’

chairman a break

 Colin Baker is best known as
BBC’s Dr Who. He lives in High
Wycombe with his family. See his
archive of columns on our website
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LOOK WHO’S TALKING

Someone once said “No good deed
goes unpunished”. Philanthropy
is often the target of suspicion,

usually based on the detractor’s cer-
tainty that the person is only doing
good for some hidden motive or so
that people will like them. Leaving
aside the obvious riposte – “What’s
wrong with that?” in the latter case –
it is also not always true that every-
one is necessarily always putting their
own interests first.

Another widely held misconception
is that millionaires are obsessed only
with money. The very few million-
aires I have met or know enough
about to form an opinion seem to me
to be motivated only by the desire to
make an idea work, to make some-
thing better, to create something dif-
ferent or exciting. Most of the super-
rich could have stopped pretty darn
quickly and bathed in asses’ milk for
the rest of their lives had money been
the sole motivation. Take the case of
Richard Branson. Had he only wanted
to make money, his Virgin Records
empire would have been enough.
Wind forward through planes, trains
and rockets and you see a man moti-
vated by the passion to achieve and to
create, not to amass wealth.

I am also a conspiracy sceptic. All
the evidence would suggest that very
few conspiracies succeed and the rea-
son is obvious. The people required,
say, to convince a world hungry for
sensation that men had landed on the
moon if that were not the case would
number in the hundreds. And none of
them have since whispered to a loved
one that it was all filmed in a studio
in Burbank? None of the hundreds of
NASA employees have broken ranks?
No file has fallen into the wrong
hands? Come on…

It is for these reasons and more that
I am perplexed that some fans of
Wycombe Wanderers really believe
long term Wycombe resident and fan
Ivor Beeks and the club’s new chair-
man Andrew Howard have some
secret agenda for devoting hours of
their time without financial reward to
a club that has no prospect, even in
the eyes of the most optimistic,
obsessed fan, of producing a financial
reward. Andrew Howard has stated
that only five of the 72 League clubs
are profitable, but that he relishes a
challenge like that and wants to do his
best for our little club. For heaven’s
sake let’s welcome him with open
arms, applaud him and get behind the
effort.

News of former
typesetter
As a former hot metal letterpress
compositor (typesetter) before,
and after, the electronic revolu-
tion that changed a craft (five
year apprenticeship) into an office
job, I had been with the Leek Post
and Times (wartime years), and
the Dartmouth Chronicle. I start-
ed at the Bucks Free Press in 1960
and worked there for 28 years and
regard them as memorable and
happy times.

In those days I particularly
recall my friends and colleagues
in the composing room. Sadly
some of whom have since passed
on. As for me, I have suddenly
become 84.

I would like the families of
those people to know that I am
always thinking about them.
Some may distantly remember
me. We had some good times,
especially at our annual parties,
at The Bellhouse, Beaconsfield,
and at London Airport, which
were organised by the BFP social
club.

Also in my ‘hot metal’ days at
BFP were my brother Bill, and
even my elder son Paul, one of
the last three apprentices, who
now has grown up children of his
own in the United States, and has
a media-related occupation.

The Free Press in those times,
as Merritt and Hatcher, and later
Westminster Press in Gomm
Road, which is now housing, type-
set and printed many national

magazines and papers notably the
New Statesman, Spectator, World
Press News, The Grocer, and
more on three rotary presses and
flat-bed machines.

In my time there were some
very able and well-respected edi-
tors, notably Arthur Church and
Bill Tilley, and also well-known
visiting journalists from the
nationals such as John Freeman,

who presented TV’s Face to Face.
There were also press day visits

from Nigel Lawson of The Specta-
tor.

As for myself, one of a dying
breed (but not dead yet), hot-
metal ‘comps’, I no longer have to
read upside-down lead type words
and numbers, as was the case in
those bygone letterpress days.

A traditional and possibly

unique procedure in the printing
trade, was the practice of noisily
‘banging out’ (with anything that
comes to hand), those who were
leaving the firm.

I believe someone once said, or
wrote, “give me 26 soldiers of lead
and I will conquer the world”
Don’t know if he or she ever did! –
Harry Norton, Spalding, Lin-
colnshire
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Visitors to the works of the BFP at Gomm Road, Wycombe Marsh, in 1977.


