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GARETH AINSWORTH has scup-
pered Shrewsbury’s promotion
dream once before. Tomorrow he
hopes to do it again – this time as a
manager.

A hotly disputed goal from
Ainsworth, which led then Town
boss Graham Turner to say “it was-
n’t on the line, let alone over it”,
earned Wycombe a 1-1 draw in
March 2011 as the race for promo-
tion in League Two neared its cli-
max.

The result helped Wanderers fin-
ish in the final automatic promo-
tion spot one place and just a single
point above Shrewsbury, who went
on to lose in the play-offs.

“It was a huge mistake from the
officials,” Ainsworth said.

“They thought it had crossed the
line and gave the goal. Obviously if
they say it’s crossed the line then

we’re going to take the goal and
that’s all I remember really.

“I know it played quite a big part
in promotion that season but I don’t
think it was the ending factor. Goal
line technology would have been
handy in League Two that day,
especially for Shrewsbury.

“It was a terrible mistake from
the linesman when you see the pic-
tures. At the time we were all hop-
ing it crossed the line and we were
told it had so we took it as a goal
although, looking back, it wasn’t.”

The two sides meet at Adams
Park tomorrow once again locked
in a battle to hold onto their places
in the top three with just 11 match-
es remaining.

This time round the Shropshire
outfit hold a single point advantage
over the Blues, and Ainsworth says
that they arrive in Bucking-
hamshire as the favourites to take
all three points.

He said: “Coming back home

with the unbeaten run back in
place – we’ve taken eight points
from the last four games which is a
great return for us – and to build on
that against someone like Shrews-
bury would be great.

“Talking about promotion at this
stage of the season, being up there
with the big boys and playing pro-
motion ties is brilliant. There’s no
pressure.

“It’s probably a game that we’re
the underdogs for. We’re in a lower
place in the league and we’re a
smaller club. We’ll get that fighting
spirit out and try to pull something
off on Saturday.”

Wycombe have defied expecta-
tions all season, having been tipped
for the drop at the start of the cam-
paign, and the Chairboys boss
acknowledges that with the club
still vying for promotion the fans’
expectations will be at their highest
heading into tomorrow’s clash.

“Shrewsbury want to get promot-

ed and having come down from
League One they want to bounce
straight back up. Whereas the
expectancy on us wasn’t great it’s
starting to build now,” he said.

“There will be some Wycombe
fans thinking that we should get
promoted now, but day-to-day if
they came in I’m not sure what
they’d be thinking. My players
know that we have no pressure on
us and that’s important.”

Ainsworth added: “We want to
build the club to be a sustainable,
League One surviving club in five
years. Not in one season. If it hap-
pens in one season then, brilliant,
we’re ahead of our plan, but
focussing and keeping the plan in
mind is really important.

“We don’t want to get to one
year’s time or two year’s time and
be in a terrible position. We’ll build
and we’ll do it right, but, having
said that, we’re going for promotion
and we want to win on Saturday.”

Ainsworth aims to
down Town again

Then and now: Gareth Ainsworth celebrates his ‘goal’ against Shrewsbury in 2011 (left) on Saturday he’ll be in the Wanderers dug out.

GARETH AINSWORTH was
tight lipped on the fitness of key
man Fred Onyedinma ahead of
Saturday’s top of the table clash
against Shrewsbury.

The striker was named in the
starting XI against Southend last
weekend but didn’t appear for
kick-off after feeling his calf
tighten in the warm-up.

He watched the 2-2 draw from
the stands after Ainsworth chose
not to put him on the bench and
the Blues boss would not reveal
whether he will play a part in
tomorrow’s game.

He said: “I can’t give a defini-
tive answer at the moment so
we’ll see how he goes in the next
few days. He’s a big player, obvi-
ously, and that was a big curve
ball we got thrown in the warm-
up at Southend.

“Fred and Matt Bloomfield
losing both of those two, two of
your keys players, was tough to
take. We’ll see how they both
fare but whatever 11 I put out
will be good enough.”

The 18-year-old Onyedinma
made his first Wanderers start
against Mickey Mellon’s team in
a 0-0 draw at Greenhous Meadow
in December and has since gone
on to find the net eight times.

While the on loan Millwall
man has a chance of featuring
one player who is unlikely to be
seen is midfielder Max Kret-
zschmar.

The 21-year-old’s last appear-
ance came back on December 7
in the FA Cup second round
defeat against AFC Wimbledon.

“Max is very close to return-
ing to the squad – he’s almost
there,” said Ainsworth.

“He’ll probably be an omission
on Saturday again, but he’s close
and he’s getting fitter and
stronger. It’s been a nightmare
season for Max with his
injuries.”

Wanderers head into the Sat-
urday’s match one point behind
Shrewsbury with the teams
occupying third and second in
League Two respectively.

Despite the significance of the
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100 not out for Matt the centurion
by GREG STYLES
gregory.styles@london.newsquest.co.uk

MATT INGRAM has the rare dis-
tinction of being a footballer
who’s never suffered the
ignominy of being dropped in his
career.

After Jordan Archer was
recalled by parent club Totten-
ham Hotspur in March 2013 a then
19-year-old Ingram was thrust
into the starting XI for his profes-
sional debut against Accrington
Stanley.

The homegrown stopper has
not missed a match since and
against Southend on Saturday he
made his 100th appearance for the
club.

Ingram, now 21, says he is huge-
ly grateful to his current manager
for sticking with him on his way
to a century of appearances in a
Wanderers shirt.

“I’m still only young and to play
100 games is a great achieve-
ment,” he said.

“Firstly I owe a lot to Gareth
Ainsworth he’s taught me so
much and he’s kept me as his
goalkeeper ever since I broke into
the first team so I have to say a
massive thank you to him.

“At the moment we’re just con-
centrating on getting promotion
and seeing where that takes us.
We’re sitting pretty at the

moment, we’re five points above
fourth, we’re three points off the
top and we’ve got a great chance.”

It’s easy to forget that this is
just Ingram’s second full season
in senior football, given the
authority with which he com-
mands his back four and the abili-
ty which has seen him keep 25
clean sheets for the club.

Ingram has revelled in the
Blues’ journey to League Two’s
automatic promotion spots in the
current campaign, and his fledg-
ling Wanderers career has
already seen fights at both ends of
the table.

He said: “It’s a different sort of
pressure this year. Obviously last
year we had the pressure of trying
to stay in the league because if the
club did go down who knows what
could have happened.

“This year it’s a nicer pressure
to be pushing for the automatic
promotion places. Last year there
were definitely a few highs and
lows.

“Staying up was a massive high.
Lows, probably my mistake
against Northampton when I
scored an own-goal. It was a big
game, third or fourth before the
end of the season and that was a
big blow.”

Any regular visitor to Adams
Park in the past few seasons will
have been able to chart the rise of

a player who manager Gareth
Ainsworth believes will one day
be seen at the highest level of Eng-
lish football.

“He’s destined for bigger things
– that’s all I can say,” said
Ainsworth.

“He’s of definite Championship,
Premiership quality. I can see the

potential there and once that
comes out I think there will be no
stopping him. It’s great to have
him at the moment and what a
fabulous achievement for some-
one so young to do 100 games con-
secutively.”

For now though Ingram is
happy to continue his develop-
ment under the tutelage of the
manager who had the faith to
throw him in against Accrington
two years ago rather than warm
the bench or play in the reserves
for one of the few Premier League
teams that have courted him.

“I’ve developed loads,” says
Ingram when asked how far he’s
come since his debut.

“The main area I think I’ve
developed in is game management
and stuff like that. You can train
as much as you want on the train-
ing pitch but you’ll never get the
match experience.”

He added: “I think it might be
worth a few players dropping
down into League Two, League
One because you get the opportu-
nities whereas in the Premier
League they’ve got under-21
leagues and stuff like that but you
might not get an opportunity.

“I’m glad I’m at Wycombe
because I’ve been exposed to the
first team from a young age and I
can aspire to be where I want to
be.”

Matt Ingram on debut against
Accrington in 2013.
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JOE JACOBSON admits having
reservations about joining
Wycombe Wanderers in the sum-
mer, but insists those doubts were
dispelled upon meeting manager
Gareth Ainsworth.

The left-back says he was wary
of walking into a relegation battle
with a team who were the bookies’
favourites for the drop this season
after his release from tomorrow’s
opponents Shrewsbury in June.

Far from being in a dogfight to
avoid finishing in the bottom two,
Jacobson and Wanderers head
into the meeting with his previous
employers just three points off the
top – a position which the Welsh-
man didn’t expect to be in when he
signed for the Blues.

“You don’t want to join a club
that’s going to be in a relegation
battle whichever league it’s in and
where they finished last season I
had to think about it a little bit,”
he said.

“After speaking to the gaffer
and seeing how he wanted to go
about things and what he told me
in the summer I didn’t think
they’d be in a relegation battle at
all. Seeing some of the players he
signed in the summer made me
think that we might have a little go
at this and see where it takes us.

“Being in this position has prob-

ably exceeded our expectations a
bit, but as soon as I came into the
club the way I saw everyone play-
ing and the set-up of the place I
knew they were in a false position
last year.”

The 27-year-old has been pro-
moted from League Two twice
before – with Bristol Rovers in
2007 and with the Shrews in 2012 –
and it’s the latter success which
has drawn comparisons from
Jacobson with Wanderers’ cur-
rent campaign.

“The Bristol one was a bit differ-

ent because I was on loan and I
was only young so it was a bit dif-
ferent for me. I didn’t really feel,
even though I’d played the last ten
or 12 games, that I was too much a
part of the team.

“The Shrewsbury one was a
great season and there are a lot of
similarities to this season. Some of
the games where we’re nicking
points at the end, late winners, lit-
tle bits of luck and things like
that. They make you think that
this could be a great year for us.

“The way we’re playing shows

that we’re not a horrible, ugly
team and that we’re going about
things the right way. Even though
they’re slightly different I think
you can see similarities between
the two and I think if we go up this
season it will be a bigger achieve-
ment than the other times.

“I think those clubs were
favourites to get promotion, but at
the start of the season we were
favourites to go down. To be in this
position would make it the biggest
achievement of all.”

Jacobson has been an ever pres-
ent in the Wycombe back four this
season, playing in every single
game and providing an attacking
outlet which has garnered three
goals so far.

The defender says he has
thrived under the leadership of
Ainsworth and believes the team’s
strong season has been built on a
foundation of mutual trust.

He said: “I’ve played against
him a few times in my career and I
know how he is and what he
brings. He wants us to play the
same way as he did and it’s
worked really well.

“Like any player, as long as
you’re playing and you’re doing
well then you enjoy your football.
For me it’s been great. He’s let me
express myself, he’s helped me
out, he wants me to get on the ball
and go forward and that suits me
perfectly.”

Former Shrew doubted if
Wanderers move was right

Joe Jacobson faces his former team tomorrow.

WiFi for all

Continued from back page.
game Ainsworth played down sug-
gestions that it’s the biggest match of
the season so far.

“The first game of the season was
a huge one and every game since
then has been the same,” he said.

“Looking at the league table people
might bill it as that, but we’ve been
top this season and played teams up
there so it’s not the biggest game of
the season it’s another one that we
want to try and win to aid us in pro-
motion.

“The big thing is that we don’t
want teams around us picking up
points so that’s the big thing this
weekend. Shrewsbury are a team
around us and it would be great to
limit the amount of points they can
pick up.”

Wycombe are winless in their last
four matches at Adams Park with
their last success on home turf com-
ing against York in early January.

The side’s home form is a sharp
contrast to their impeccable away
record and the Blues boss feels the
fans will have a part to play in help-
ing his team come out on top in back-
to-back home fixtures against
Shrewsbury and Accrington.

He said: “The fans are huge at this
club. It’s a fan-owned club and as
long as it’s a fan-owned club the fans
will be huge on and off the pitch. On
the pitch all fans are huge; getting
behind your boys and they’ve done
that fantastically and we’ll need
them at home.

“Off the pitch they’ve been great
as well. I know the share scheme is
being launched on the 19th which is
brilliant. For this club to keep going
and surviving and performing the
way we are it’s important for that as
well.

“People don’t realise that being a
Wycombe Wanderers fan is not just
turning up on a Saturday and coming
to see, shout and go home. There’s a
lot more that goes into it being a fan-
owned club, a trust-owned club.

“The likes of Wimbledon,
Portsmouth and Exeter will know
and they can empathise with us
because there’s a lot more that goes
into it than just supporting your
team. Hopefully on the pitch we’re
giving them a team they want to be
proud of and want to get involved
with.”

Max Kretzschmar has been
absent since December.

WANDERERS hope the instalment of
free wireless internet at Adams Park
will allow them to engage better with
fans on a matchday.

A company called Stadium Wire-
less have installed fibre broadband at
Blues’ ground, and it will be avail-
able to use for those attending Satur-
day’s game against Shrewsbury.

It’s all about
limiting them


