
FORMER Wycombe Wanderers foot-
baller Chris Zebroski has been jailed
for four years and four months for two
alcohol-fuelled incidents of assault and
attempted robbery.

The 28-year-old striker played for the
Chairboys between 2008 and 2010,
before moving on to Torquay United.

Judge Recorder Ian Lowrie said the
former Wycombe star squandered
“whatever talent he may possess” due
to his alcohol addiction and failed to
use his opportunities.

Following the hearing, his current
club Newport County issued a state-
ment saying they had “no other option”
but to terminate Zebroski’s contract.

The footballer admitted a “road rage”
incident in which he assaulted and
attempted to rob a taxi driver and
robbed an onlooker of his mobile phone
in Swindon in December last year.

Zebroski also pleaded guilty to
assaulting a man with intent to rob him
of money and attempting to rob the
man’s friend on February 8, while on
police bail.

Recorder Lowrie at Swindon Crown
Court said last Friday: “You’ve had
opportunities.

“Opportunities for a successful, pro-
fessional career.

“Opportunities to make good money.
“Opportunities in the course of doing

that to set an example to youngsters.
“You failed in all those regards.”
The judge added that if the custodial

sentence brings Zebroski’s football
career to an end that is a “matter of
regret” but said the consequences lie in
his own hands.

He added: “You’ve gone from youth-
ful obscurity to alcoholic’s decline
without passing through fame and
achievement.”

The court heard the first incident
took place around midday on December
14 outside Swindon Magistrates Court,
where Zebroski, still drunk from the

night before, tried to squeeze his BMW
between two other vehicles, causing
damage to a taxi.

Prosecuting, Colin Meeke said the
taxi driver Kowalik Wlodzimierez was
offered cash for the damage by Zebros-
ki.

Another driver Bala Maddu also
stopped his car, fearing it had also been
hit and began taking photographs of
Zebroski and his car.

Mr Meeke said: “That seems to have
upset the defendant.”

The court heard there was talk of the
police being called and Zebroski
became more agitated as he wanted to
leave, claiming his girlfriend was preg-
nant and was about to give birth.

Mr Meeke added: “As it was clear he
was intending to leave, Mr Maddu said
‘it’s alright, I’ve got his photograph on
my phone’. That prompted the defen-
dant to start demanding Mr Maddu's
phone.”

The court heard Zebroski then
struck Mr Maddu and smashed his
phone and then pursued the taxi driver
in a bid to take his phone as well.

Mr Meeke said: “He pushed him to
the ground, held him by the front of his
jacket and started to punch him ten or
more times.”

In interview, Zebroski admitted lying
about his girlfriend being pregnant and
admitted he was a “bit over the limit”.

The second incident happened while
Zebroski was on police bail on Febru-
ary 8 on Victoria Road in Swindon.

Mr Meeke explained that two men
were walking down the road when
Zebroski approached them and said
“give me your money or I’ll hurt you”.

Recorder Lowrie sentenced Zebroski
to two years for each charge in the
December incident to run concurrently
and two years four months for the Feb-
ruary incident to run consecutively.

He will serve half of his time before
being considered for release.
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Flat fire
A FIRE damaged the ground floor of a
house in Flackwell Heath this week.
Two fire crews from High Wycombe and
one from Beaconsfield were called to
tackle the blaze, in Clay Close, at about
9.35am on Tuesday. Thirty per cent of
the ground floor was damaged by fire
and 70 per cent was damaged by heat
and smoke.

FOUR people charged in connection with
a spate of attacks on cars in Castlefield
appeared in court this week.

Iftikar Aslam, 22, of Desborough Road,
20-year-old Waqas Yasin and 19-year-old
Khurum Hanif, both of Rutland Avenue,
and a 17-year-old who cannot be named
for legal reasons, all appeared via video
link for a preliminary hearing at Ayles-
bury Crown Court on Monday.

The charges they each face relate to
incidents of criminal damage to 247 vehi-
cles across Castlefield from Tuesday,
March 3, to Thursday, April 9.

Aslam, Yasin and Hanif have all been
charged with arson, theft of a motor vehi-
cle and conspiracy to destroy/damage
property. The 17-year-old faces the same
charges, along with another charge of
possessing cannabis.

They have all been remanded into cus-
tody, with an application to release Yasin
on bail being refused by Judge Francis
Sheridan. Judge Sheridan said the four
would next be back in court on July 6,
when they are expected to enter pleas in
relation to the charges they face.
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