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Wycombe captain Paul Hayes.

BLUES Boss labels League Two spending ‘mental’

FOOTBALL: HAYES SEES OLD FRIEND
PLAYING A KEY ROLE AT ADAMS PARK
PAUL HAYES believes his good friend
Garry Thompson will feel loved at
Adams Park – a feeling that the striker
was missing at previous club Notts
County.

Despite topping the Magpies’
scoring charts with 12 goals as they
were relegated last season, the
Nottinghamshire outfit failed to offer
the 34-year-old a new deal, despite
promises to the contrary, allowing
Gareth Ainsworth to snap him up on a
two-year deal.

Thompson revealed earlier this
month that he’d spoken to Hayes
before signing on at Adams Park,
having never lived further south than
Leeds, and the Wycombe captain was
keen to get his fellow forward on
board.

“He spoke to me about the interest
from Wycombe and I told him the
honest truth about the club,” said
Hayes.

“It’s a great club to play your football
at and you’ve got lovely people to look
after you off the field. It’s a club that is
eventually going to go places. It’s a
club that’s going to help him enjoy his
football and that’s what Thommo
needed.

“I think it’s a place that’s going to fill
him with love and he didn’t get that at
Notts County. When he came down
with his wife I said ‘it’s going to be a
good thing for you to come here’.

“It’s hard for anyone to move from
the north downwards, but he’s going
to move down with his wife and his
dog and it’s going to be good for him.”

The pair played alongside one
another for two seasons at
Scunthorpe between 2008 and 2010,
although Thompson was deployed as
a winger by Nigel Adkins, who paired
Hayes with Gary Hooper up front.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 126.

Ainsworth eyes up a
few more additions

THE spending power of some
clubs in League Two has been la-
belled “mental” by Wanderers boss
Gareth Ainsworth as he admitted
that the club’s summer recruit-
ment drive is nearly complete.
Ainsworth has looked on with

a vested interest as League Two
newcomers Yeovil Town and Notts
County have made 15 new signings
apiece, while Leyton Orient have
splashed the cash on nine new re-
cruits.
In an attempt to mount a promo-

tion push, Portsmouth, Cambridge
and Luton, sides that all finished
below Blues last season, have at-
tempted to bridge the gap by mak-
ing a series of eye-catching sign-
ings.
Luke O’Nien became Wycombe’s

seventh capture of the window,
meaning there’s room for one more
addition in order to meet Ains-
worth’s target of having 18 perma-
nent players on the books before
the first league game against York
on August 8 and he explained that

finances may mean that it would
be the last permanent arrival.
“It’s almost maximum of what

I can have. It’s not a minimum,
definitely not. I think that 18 was
the target, it’s still the target: 18
permanents for the first game,” he
said.
“We’ve already added Michael

Harriman as a loan and I’m sure
there will be chances to add again
in other positions. I’m not expect-
ing to bring many more than 18 in;
we just haven’t got the finances for
it.
“Last year we were similar and

we proved everyone wrong. All the
people that didn’t think Wycombe
would do anything last year may
give us a bit more of a chance this
year, but I still think we’ll be un-
derdogs in the league.”
Loan players will be “crucial” to

the Chairboys’ campaign, like they
were last season, and the Blues

By Greg Styles

Wycombe Wanderers boss Gareth Ainsworth says there’s room for one more permanent player in his squad as he bids to have 18 full time
players on the club’s books before they kick-off the season against York City on August 8.
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boss has previously stated that he
expects players to be looking for
temporary moves when they find
out they’re not first choice at their
parent clubs.
But, as is the case with signing

players on permanent deals, Wy-
combe will face competition in the
loan market from a host of other
clubs in their division.
Ainsworth said: “There’s so much

money being spent by some teams
it’s mental - the rumours, the stories
going round from other teams and
what they’re able to pay.”
“Every player I’ve gone for this

season has had another two or three
League Two teams in for them who
can pay more than us.
“We’ll be up against it, but we were

in that position the whole of last
year and I felt we dealt with that re-
ally well and we’re up for a fight.”
Despite not being able to compete

with the spending power of some of
Wycombe’s League Two rivals, Ains-
worth is “pleased” with the new fac-
es and believes the club have “signed

well” this summer.
Wanderers had one of the smallest

squads in the division last season,
something which the 42-year-old has
become accustomed to as he nears
the anniversary of his third year in
charge of the Chairboys.
“We can’t just go out, cast the net,

sign five players and hope that two
are ok,” he said. “Every single one
has got to fit in with what we do and
the way we are, and the money we
pay them is precious, right down to
the last pound.
“There’s no way I can be frivolous

with the club’s money and it’s re-
ally important that myself and my
coaching staff get it right with re-
cruitment.
“So far so good, but it’s early days,

there’s no over confidence here,
I know how tough League Two is
and we’ll be doing all we can in the
next few days’ training to make sure
we’ve got everything covered and
that we’ve been through everything
we want to go through before the
first ball is kicked in the league.”
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