
Stewart is welcomed
back with open arms

Ainsworth
reduces
target to
61 points

Top-flight
under-21s
at stadium

Anthony Stewart has returned to Adams Park
Picture: Anita Ross Marshall

ANTHONY Stewart was the first
name on manager Gareth Ains-
worth’s wish-list to replace fans’
hero Alfie Mawson this summer –
despite his acrimonious departure
from the club 12 months earlier.

That is why the Blues boss had no
problems offering the olive branch
to the 22-year-old who just the pre-
vious summer had snubbed Wy-
combe’s offer of a new contract.

But Stewart quickly found that the
grass wasn’t greener on the other
side. Reputed interest from Cham-
pionship sides did not turn into of-
fers and it wasn’t until November
that he finally landed a club, sign-
ing for League One Crewe. He only
made ten appearances for The Rail-
waymen, however, and at the end of
the season he was left looking for a
club again.

But Ainsworth wasn’t going to let
the past cloud his judgement and
when loanee Mawson returned to
Brentford in the summer clutching
his Wycombe Wanderers Player of
The Year trophies before signing
for Barnsley, Stewart was the man
he turned to.

He said: “There was no doubt. As
soon as I knew Anthony had be-
come available he was the one who I
wanted to go for.

“He left here under some bad ad-
vice with a chance to play at a high-
er level and I don’t think anybody
wouldn’t take that opportunity, it
was just the advice he took.

“He’s learned a lot and he has ma-
tured so much as a young man. He
left as a boy and he really has come
back as a young man and we will
help him with that development
away from football which we do
with a lot of young players. We have
this life academy that the chairman
came up with and I think it’s great.

Continued from back page.
He said: “The sports scientists have

got the players fit and in the last few
weeks we have worked on the tactics.
We are ready. We have covered all
bases. We’ve got a new pitch, some
new fans and I’m looking for the
same spirit, the same togetherness
and never-say-die attitude and to see
us going forward with expression
and pace and being solid at the back.”

But the boss is keen to temper the
expectations of fans after last sea-
son’s club record 84-point haul and
play-off final appearance, setting a
points target of 61, which is 23 points
fewer than last season.

He said: “We massively over-
achieved last year. Hopefully the
fans will realise we are only in the
second year of a five-year plan. The
first year was fantastic but we are not
going to chuck everything into year
two, not a chance.

“There’s a serious amount of mon-
ey being spent in this league and a
number of clubs have strengthened
in ways we can’t afford to. If we can
get 61 points it’ll be a good year and
if we reach that before the end of the
season, we’ll look to see what else we
might be able to achieve.”

ADAMS Park in High Wycombe is set
to host some of Europe’s biggest
clubs after it was selected as a venue
for four Premier League International
Cup fixtures.
The Blues stadium will host under 21

teams from Celtic, Benfica, Villarreal,
Porto, Schalke, Moenchengladbach,
Athletic Bilbao and PSV Eindhoven this
year, with all matches having a 7pm
kick-off.
Wanderers chairman Andrew Howard

said: “This is a significant coup for the
football club to be able to attract such
a prestigious tournament to Adams
Park, and I’m sure our supporters and
the people in our local community will
share our excitement at having some
of Europe’s top young players
performing here in our stadium.
“We’re proud to have hosted

international youth fixtures plus high-
profile women’s matches in the last
few years and look forward to opening
our doors to as many supporters as
possible to enjoy these fixtures.”
The games are: September 9,

Borussia Monchengladbach vs
Athletic Club Bilbao; September 24
Celtic vs Benfica; September 25 Porto
vs Schalke and October 27, PSV
Eindhoven vs Villarreal.

Wanderers’ points target is ‘realistic’
CHAIRBOYS chief Gareth Ains-
worth says setting his team a tar-
get of 61 points for the new season
– a whopping 23-point deduction on
last season’s total – is simply being
realistic.

Last year’s league table said Wan-
derers were the fourth best team in
the division with a club record 84
points, but this summer has seen
an unrivalled spending spree from
many of their League Two oppo-
nents.

Ainsworth told the Bucks Free
Press: “If the fans want something
more sexy, they are not going to get

it from me.
“I am going to give them realism

and a base target that I believe we
can achieve. Anything after that
will be a big success.

“Sixty one points last year would
have been 12th in League Two and I
think that’s a realistic target for us
next year for a club of our size.

“There are teams that we are up
against who are paying ridiculous
amounts of money this season and
there are clubs with ridiculous
squad sizes. We are a real small fish
in this pond.

“I use the analogy of the apple

tree when I’m signing players. I’m
not the one who can pick the shiny
ripe ones.

I’ve got to look on the floor and
pick the fallen ones that escaped
everyone else and who I know can
become those shiny ripe fruits that
everyone wants.”

“We can’t wave a magic wand, and
I think we over-achieved last year
and had a little bit of luck along the
way as well.”

Wanderers fans fuelled by the en-
thusiasm of their club’s meteoric
rise over the previous 12 months,
where their team went from being a
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whisker away from relegation into
the non-league circuit, to Wemb-
ley play -off finalists, will not be
shocked by the club’s modest points
target for this campaign.

Even when Wanderers were lead-
ing the table last season, the club
insisted their only target was to hit
the safety mark and to survive in
the division.

But Blues supporters will know
from last year’s experiences that
Ainsworth and his team are not
the kind of men who will settle for
a campaign played out at anything
less than full throttle.

“Some of the boys are learning
how to cook and how to iron and
stand on their own two feet, paying
bills and stuff like that.

Anthony is part of that develop-
ment group off the pitch and I think
that will also play a part in improv-
ing him on the pitch.”

And he reckons that the new Stew-
art is the perfect replacement for
Mawson and an ideal partner for
central defender Aaron Pierre.

He said: “We knew what Alfie was
and we knew what he could become,
but there was no way we thought he
would get there in one season but
he did. Anthony also has huge po-
tential to be a good player.

“There were Championship clubs
looking at him two years ago and
we intend to get those Champion-
ship clubs back looking at him. He’s
got to work hard. He’s had a bit of a
reality check, but there’s no looking
back at Wycombe Wanderers, he’s
got to look forward.

“He’s got a fresh hunger and An-
thony Stewart is going to be a big
part of my squad. He was a big part
in keeping this club in the Football
League two years ago and then he
went off for a year.

“But I’m sure he’s loving being
part of this group again and An-
thony Stewart and Aaron Pierre at
the back are two guys you would not
want to come up against. They com-
plement each other very well.”

Stewart’s defensive partner Pierre
is equally excited about the partner-
ship.

He said: “He’s a brilliant defender.
I played with him only a handful of
times when I was on loan here but
our partnership was good.

“Hopefully we can excel like me
and Alfie did last season. I think
we’ve got a decent understanding of
one another, so I don’t think it will
take too long to get to the same sort
of place where me and Alfie got to
during last season.”
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