
Villa up
for FA
Cup tie

Gemma
caps off
top year

VILLA LOOKING TO REDISCOVER
WINNING FEELING AT WANDERERS

BEACONSFIELD GOLFER SECURES
TOP-TEN FINISH AT Q SCHOOL

REMI Garde believes his Aston
Villa side are motivated ahead of
his first taste of the FA Cup as a
manager.
Villa go into the game on the

back of a 19-gamewinless run and
sit at the bottom of the Premier
League.
Despite this run of form, Garde

is confident his players will raise
themselves for the trip to Adams
Park.
He said: “I know about this kind

of game – playing against lower
league teams, they are very moti-
vated.
“We are motivated as well. The

FA Cup is huge in this country
and for the fans and the players.”
The Villa boss also suggested

his side’s long run without a win
meant that they needed to get a
positive result in whatever compe-
tition they play.
Cup competitions have served

Garde well in the past and he won
the Coupe De France with Lyon in
2012.
A similar success in the FA Cup

would seem unlikely, but he will
be hoping that last season’s run-
ners up will rediscover the form
that took them all the way toWem-
bley in 2015.

A TALENTED golfer has com-
pleted a memorable year by quali-
fying in seventh place at the 2016
Ladies European Tour qualifying
school in Marrakesh.
Gemma Dryburgh’s strong

showing at the event just before
Christmas saw her record a 12-un-
der par score.
The Beaconsfield resident has

played her golf in the area for the
last 10 years and performed admi-
rably in a field of 115 golfers in
Morocco.
Her strong qualifying effort

rounded off an impressive 2015
for Dryburgh in which she was
also made an honorarymember at
Beaconsfield Golf Club.
Such an achievement is no small

feat and sees Dryburgh join the
likes of professional golfers Luke
Donald and Peter Allis in receiv-
ing such an accolade.

Shock over injury blow
for one-time teammate

Peter Murphy is stretchered off at
Adams Park.

BLUES: Bloomfield ‘devastated’ for Murphy

MATT Bloomfield says he feels for
former Wycombe player Peter Murphy
after he picked up a potentially
serious injury during Saturday’s 2-0
defeat against Morecambe.
Murphy lasted less than 15 minutes

on his first return to Adams Park
since leaving in the summer before
suffering a suspected cruciate
ligament injury.
Bloomfield was quick to share his

concern for the player, with whom he
spent last season playing alongside
as Wycombe reached the League Two
play-off final.
He said: “I am absolutely devastated

for Murph, he is a great lad. He has

suffered with injuries to his knees in
the past and I was gutted to see him
in so much pain.
“I am just hoping it’s not as bad as

first thought. Injuries are a horrible
part of football and I don’t like to see
them happen to anyone, let alone
someone I know so well.
“My thoughts will be with Peter

tonight and I am hoping it is not as
bad as first feared, but he is a tough
lad and will work hard to bounce
back.”
Murphy picked up the injury as he

committed to a 50-50 challenge with
Luke O’Nien which saw him take the
full force of the tackle on his planted

Poor defending blamed as
Wanderers slump to defeat

Misery completed: Jamie Devitt beats stand-in Wanderers keeper Jason McCarthy from the penalty spot to
complete Morecambe’s victory. Picture: ANITA ROSS MARSHALL

GARETH Ainsworth was left disap-
pointed by a number of mistakes
that contributed to Wycombe’s 2-0
defeat against Morecambe on Satur-
day.
Shaun Miller converted from in-

side the six-yard box after Anthony
Stewart had miscued what appeared
to be a straightforward clearance
early in the second half.
Aaron Pierre played a loose pass

which allowed the visitors to break
and earn the late penalty that result-
ed in Matt Ingram’s red card and the
second goal.
The result saw Wycombe fall to

sixth in the table and Ainsworth was
left frustrated by the sloppiness at
the back that decided an otherwise
tight game.
“It is disappointing because mis-

takes were always going to win and
lose the game today and we made
two bad ones,” Blues’ manager ex-
plained. “Both teams will be dis-
appointed [with how they played].
They couldn’t get the ball down and
neither could we.
“As good as we have been in the last

two or three weeks, we were pretty
poor today and we hold our hands
up. All we can do is work hard and
put it right.”
Having defended admirably to se-

cure clean sheets in their previous
two matches, Wycombe’s defensive
slump came as a surprise.
Matt Bloomfield echoed his man-

ager’s thoughts and said: “We are
obviously disappointed, but the boys
at the back have been solid as a rock
and kept two clean sheets these last
couple of weeks.
“The manner in which we con-

ceded the goals maybe took the wind

out of our sails a bit. It seemed to
give them a lift and we weren’t good
enough to bounce back today.”
The game was played in a down-

pour which prohibited the playing
of possession-based football and few
chances were created. In fact, Wy-
combe failed to produce a shot on
target in a defeat that ended a run of
three straight wins.
Morecambe’s Peter Murphy suf-

fered a suspected cruciate ligament
injury to his right knee early in pro-

By Harry Gray

ceedings and had to be stretchered
from the field. His injury was the
only real talking point in a poor first
half.
The uninspiring team perfor-

mance left Ainsworth struggling to
find positives before their FA Cup
match with Aston Villa.
He said: “Believeme, I will definite-

ly be showing the players what went
wrong today and I am sure we can be
better. Towards the end of the week
it will be all about Villa though.”

Wycombe Wanderers: Ingram;
McCarthy, Stewart, Pierre, Jacob-
son, Harriman, O’Nien, Bloom-
field, Wood (Ugwu 70), Kretzschmar
(Udumaga 63), Thompson (Amadi-
Holloway 70). Subs not used: Lynch;
Jombati, McGinn, Rowe.
Morecambe: Roche; Beeley, Wil-
son, Dugdale, Parrish, Murphy
(Goodall 15), Fleming, Devitt, Elli-
son, Barkhuizen, Miller (Wildig 76).
Subs not used: Thompson; Edwards,
Molyneux, Mullin, Forrester.

right leg. It is the latest setback in a
season that has already seen the
Shrimps captain miss more than three
months of the campaign through
injury.
He left the field on a stretcher as the

crowd offered him a standing ovation
and chanted his name.
Murphy scored seven times during

his time with Wycombe and Gareth
Ainsworth was quick to offer his best
wishes to his former charge.
“Hopefully he will be back on the

pitch soon,” said Ainsworth.
“I know that getting an injury is the

worst thing that can happen. I hope
Murph makes a speedy recovery.”
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