
By Harry Gray

GARETH Ainsworth was
disappointed by referee
Mark Brown’s failure to
award his side a penalty as
Wycombe lost 1-0 to Hartle-
pool United on Saturday.
The Blues were con-

vinced they should have
been awarded a spot-kick
after Sam Wood went down
in the box during the sec-
ond half.
Their appeals were waved

away though, and despite
applying heavy pressure,
Wycombe failed reply to
Scott Fenwick’s first-half
strike.
Ainsworth was left be-

moaning a refereeing deci-
sion he felt contributed to
a hit and miss display from
his side.
“How we haven’t scored

in that second half is amaz-
ing, but the referee has to
give a penalty as well. It is a
stonewall penalty,” he said.
“It is a big, game-chang-

ing decision, but it took us
until half-time to get going
because in the first half we
didn’t turn up.
“We weren’t great and

they were stronger. They
bullied us and we couldn’t
get our game going.”
While the penalty deci-

sion was at the forefront
of Ainsworth’s mind, he
did concede that Wycombe
failed to do enough to win.
Blues had a number of

chances to level in the
second half and were ul-
timately made to pay for
their inability to convert.
They went close to equal-

ising throughAaron Pierre

WANDERERS boss Gareth
Ainsworth backed Jason
McCarthy to bounce back
from a difficult day against
Hartlepool United on Sat-
urday.
The defender was given a

testing time by Pool debu-
tant Nathan Thomas, who
skipped past the South-
ampton loanee to set up the
only goal in the 1-0 defeat.
McCarthy had been left

chasing shadows on two oc-
casions in the opening half-

an-hour but Ainsworthwas
quick to defend the 20-year-
old.
When asked whether Mc-

Carthy would learn from
the experience, Ainsworth
replied: “Of course, League
Two is a tough place to
learn.
“Their left winger (Thom-

as) did have a good first
half and did put a good
cross in for the goal, but Ja-
sonMcCarthy is a fantastic
player.”

McCarthy has been ever-
present since arriving at
Adams Park in October
– making 18 appearances
– and has become an im-
portant member of the Wy-
combe back four.
Although he is a centre-

back by trade, McCarthy
has been deployed at right-
back for much of his loan
spell and performed admi-
rably in both positions.
McCarthy did, however,

struggle to deal with the

pace of Pools’ Thomas,
whose direct runs caused
repeated problems for the
Blues until he was with-
drawn through injury in
the second half.
The Blues manager was

quick to highlight a con-
sistency to McCarthy’s
game which suggests that
Saturday’s troubles were
an anomaly.
Ainsworth said: “You

can count on one hand the
amount of mistakes he has

made since being here and
that is a testament to him
and his ability.
“He is a fantastic young

manwith a fantastic career
ahead of him. These things
happen but he can go on to
play at a higher level.”
With his loan deal at Ad-

ams Park set to expire on
Wednesday, February 3,
Ainsworth will have a deci-
sion to make on the South-
ampton-born defender’s fu-
ture in the near future.

Manager remains confident in McCarthy

Ainsworth bemoans
hit and miss display
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Manager and
captain back
striker Ugwu

PAUL Hayes believes a run of games
will help Gozie Ugwu discover his
best form for Wycombe Wanderers.
Ugwu has found the net just once

since joining the Chairboys on a free
transfer in September and has been
a peripheral figure in recent weeks.
Hayes feels that, like any striker,

a run of games will allow Ugwu to
rediscover the sort of form that con-
vinced Gareth Ainsworth to bring
him to the club. His last start prior to
Saturday came in October.
The Blues captain said: “It is hard

for Gozie. He came in at a time when
I was injured and he started to play
well.
“The biggest thing for any forward,

regardless of age or form, is themore
games you play in a row the better
chance you have of playing well.
“You get sharper and start to un-

derstand the philosophy of the team.
Gozie has been doing well in training
and works hard.”
Ugwu’s recent appearances have

come in drips rather than the con-
tinuous flow of matches Hayes feels
he needs in order to flourish.
The 22-year-old was, however,

handed a rare start in the 1-0 defeat
at Hartlepool United on Saturday but
again failed to make a telling contri-
bution.
He produced some neat touches and

had a couple of half-chances but dem-
onstrated a clear lack of match prac-
tice as he missed the target on both
occasions he got a sight at goal.
Hayes insists Ugwu’s wayward

finishing was further evidence that
more game time will allow him to
find the net on a more regular basis.
He explained: “Gozie had some

chances today and when he starts to
get that sharpness back again he will
start to score goals.
“We plug away as a team though,

and it is not just down to Gozie,
Thommo (Garry Thompson), Aaron
(Amadi-Holloway) or me to score.”
Hayes’ comments were echoed by

manager Gareth Ainsworth who felt
that Ugwu had performed well dur-
ing a team display lacking penetra-
tion against Hartlepool.
“Gozie worked hard and showed

some good touches. I don’t think the
service into himwas great in the first
half, but he did have some chances,”
Ainsworth explained.
“As a centre forward you want to

get chances and I am sure it won’t be
long until Gozie starts scoring regu-
larly.
“He has done it before at other

clubs, but like I say we have a good
selection up front and everyone is fit,
so I will pick the players who I think
can do the best job for us.”

but the centre-back’s pow-
erful header was superbly
tipped over the bar by Tre-
vor Carson.
Ainsworth accepted Wan-

derers had been the main
contributors to their down-
fall.
“We created a lot more

chances but you have got to
stick them in. I bet we have
had 20 attempts at their
goal,” Ainsworth said.
“They have probably had

three attempts and one
of them has gone in. It is

tough but it does happen.”
Wycombe’s improved sec-

ond-half showing came off
the back of a dressing room
debriefing at the break.
This led to a more cohe-

sive performance in which
Wycombe kept the ball and
pinned United back for the
final 20 minutes.
Late substitute Paul

Hayes also made a positive
impact as he held the ball
up and gave Wycombe a fo-
cal point in attack.
The late rally pleased

Ainsworth even though it
didn’t result in the equalis-
ing goal he felt the Chair-
boys deserved.
Ainsworth said: “We did

better in the second half,
passed it a lot more and our
pass completion was good
in the second half.
“We weren’t at the rac-

es in the first half but I
thought we thoroughly
deserved to be level by the
end of the game.”
Hartlepool United: Car-
son; Richards, Harrison,

Jackson, Carroll, Feath-
erstone, M. Woods, Gray
(Bingham 78), Thomas
(Hawkins 55), Oates, Fen-
wick. Subs not used: Bar-
tlett; Walker, Oyenuga,
Jones, Smith.
Wycombe Wanderers: In-
gram;McCarthy (Udumaga
68), Stewart, Pierre, Jacob-
son, Harriman, O’Nien,
Bloomfield (Hayes 79), S.
Wood, Thompson (Amadi-
Holloway 68), Ugwu. Subs
not used: Lynch; Jombati,
Bean, McGinn.

Aaron Pierre went close to equalising with a second-half header. Picture: ANITA ROSS MARSHALL

Gozie Ugwu.
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