
By Tom Bodell

WANDERERS played their
part as party poopers for
an hour with great gusto
but in the end they had no
answer to Northampton
Town’s quality as the Cob-
blers sealed a 1-0 win to
clinch a club record ninth
straight league win.
Victory sent Chris Wild-

er’s side ten points clear
at the League Two summit
and only a disastrous run
of form will deny them a
place in League One next
season.
If Wycombe’s unlikely

march to the Play-Off Fi-
nal was the story of League
Two last season then the
dramatic turnaround at
Sixfields is this year’s.
The Cobblers were on the

verge of extinction at the
end of last year after HM
Revenue and Customs is-
sued the club with a wind-
ing-up petition over unpaid
taxes. That on top of the
£10.25 million owed to the
council for the building of
a stand which remains in-
complete.
Yet thanks to the canny

management of Wilder
they are set for a place in
the third tier for the first
time since 2009.
For that reason North-

ampton are a club the
Chairboys can draw inspi-
ration from. From the prec-
ipice of disaster they have
somehow thrived.
They deserved their win

long before Danny Rose
steered home from just in-
side the penalty area to cap
a dangerous move orches-

ON a day where opponents
Northampton Town broke
a 119-year-old club record
for consecutive league
wins at Wycombe Wan-
derers’ expense, boss Ga-
reth Ainsworth was still a
proud man.
Danny Rose’s superb goal

just after the hour mark
settled the game with Wy-
combe failing to play the
role of party pooper at a
sold-out Sixfields.
Chris Wilder’s side

chalked up their ninth suc-
cessive win in League Two
to build a ten-point lead at
the summit.
Afterwards the Cobblers

boss admitted this had
been the hardest of his
side’s wins on that run.
“I’ll take that as a com-

pliment,” said Ainsworth
when he was told shortly
afterwards. “It’s nice of
him to say that because we
did come here and gave a
good account of ourselves.

“We were huge under-
dogs, as we know, but to see
the Wycombe fans in their
numbers see my boys giv-
ing absolutely everything
out there against a top
side who have just broken
the record for wins in the
league [was pleasing].
“That’s brilliant and the

day belongs to them but I’m
proud of my boys as well.”
He continued: “There

wasn’t much in the game
– a little bit of magic. I’m

disappointed with the goal
because it was an overload
for them which we’ve been
working on in training.
“But Ricky Holmes is a

great player and a match-
winner on his day. He’s pro-
duced some more magic to
win the game.”
Wanderers are only out-

side of the play-off places
on goal difference.
Ainsworth has never lost

sight of his primary target
for the season and admitted

his surprise at being in the
chase for the top seven.
He said: “We’ll push our-

selves off and get going
again. We’re still in the
hunt, which is crazy be-
cause that’s never been the
aim for us.
“People know what we’re

aiming for and that’s 61
points. So to see us where
we are, see those fans and
see my players giving eve-
rything, I’m proud of my
team.”

Ainsworth proud despite Cobblers loss

Wanderers unable to
deny record breakers
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Boss: We’re
down to the
bare bones

GARETH Ainsworth admits Wy-
combe Wanderers are down to the
bare bones after Aaron Pierre and
Paris Cowan-Hall missed Saturday’s
1-0 loss at Northampton Town – but
he insists there is no panic.
The Blues boss has never had any

qualms about working with a small
squad and has regularly been forced
to name less than the seven sub-
stitutes permitted in the Football
League.
Saturday was another such occa-

sion with centre-back Pierre and for-
ward Cowan-Hall both missing the
trip to Sixfields, leaving the Wander-
ers boss with just five replacements –
one of which was goalkeeping coach
Barry Richardson, 46.
Forward Garry Thompson is sus-

pended while keeper Alex Lynch is
injured.
However, Ainsworth knows the fi-

nancial realities he has to work with-
in at Adams Park and will continue
with the 16 fit players he has.
“We’re down to the bare bones but

we are bare bones anyway,” he said.
“We’ve got two on loan. Danny

Rowe is coming back without a doubt
and he’ll bolster us for the last few
games of the season. But he desper-
ately needs games.
“Aaron Holloway was desperately

unhappy and it was unfair to keep
him here when he was so down and
not playing. So he’s gone and got
games at Oldham Athletic.
“So it is bare bones but it’s no panic.

Garry Thompson is back after one
more game and Aaron Pierre will be
back very shortly. It’s a dead leg and
we’ll assess Paris (Cowan-Hall) this
week and see where he is.
“I’m pleased. We always work with

tight numbers. On the edge, that’s
Wycombe Wanderers and that’s all
we can afford to be.”
Ainsworth continued: “We had two

match-winners missing there but
we’ve still given them a great game.
It will be up to the medical staff now
to try to get those two back as quickly
as we can.
“Aaron hasn’t recovered from the

knock he got against Exeter City at
home last week.
“People will probably have seen

him limping most the way through
that game because he had a dead leg.
He’s not been able to shift it. He’s
tried training this week but there’s
been no chance.
“Paris went over on his ankle so

we’ll have to look at that in training.
Paris is a big blow. He’s on loan from
a higher league club (Millwall) and
he’s on fire at the moment.
“He can cause all sorts of problems

against any defence in League Two.”

trated by the influential
Ricky Holmes.
It was Holmes who had

run the show for the hosts
virtually from minute one.
The former Portsmouth
and Barnet winger, em-
ployed on the right-hand
side of a fluid front three
which included ex-Man-
chester United starlet Lee
Martin and Nicky Adams,
was a menace throughout.
Northampton might have

scored after just a handful
of minutes when Marcus

Bean’s lax pass set Martin
away to cross for James
Collins. However, the strik-
er – filling in for captain
and top scorer Marc Rich-
ards – volleyed horribly
wide.
Bean twice got lucky

when referee Graham
Salisbury ruled in Wy-
combe’s favour following
strong penalty claims for
the hosts.
Ryan Allsop denied Hol-

mes after the break before
Jason McCarthy had Wy-

combe’s best chance, drag-
ging a volley just wide of
the far post.
Holmes curled over in

reply before Collins came
closer still with a stooping
header.
Just as Wycombe might

have thought they’d get
awaywith it Holmes darted
down the left and cut back
for Collins. He unselfishly
laid off for Rose to rifle
home the winner.
Northampton Town:
Smith; Moloney, McDon-

ald, Diamond, Buchanan;
Rose, O’Toole; Holmes
(Taylor 80), Adams (D’Ath
72), Martin (Hoskins 86);
Collins. Subs not used:
Clarke, Cresswell, Prosser,
Byrom.
Wycombe Wanderers:
Allsop; Jombati, McCa-
rthy, Stewart, Jacobson;
Harriman (Sellers 90),
Bean (Ugwu 77), McGinn,
O’Nien, Wood (Kretzsch-
mar 77); Hayes. Subs not
used: Richardson, Bloom-
field.

Danny Rose (partially obscured) crashes home the Cobblers’ winner on Saturday. Picture: ACTION IMAGES
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