
Finite funding puts dent in promotion hopes

Pleasing
Newport
memories

Gareth Ainsworth.

WANDERERS: Boss admits ‘top strikers’ are out of reach

BLUES: Wycombe on last legs ahead of weekend

BOSS REVEALS HE STILL TALKS TO
CHAIRMAN ABOUT NEWPORT WIN

WYCOMBE Wanderers manager
Gareth Ainsworth has admitted
that limited resources to bring in at-
tacking talent may prevent the club
from reaching this season’s League
Two play-offs.

While the Blues boss has never
wavered from his original objective
this season of 61 points, Wycombe
currently sit two points outside the
play-off positions with 13 games to
play.

Wycombe’s 37 goals scored is the
lowest of any of the top 18 teams in
League Two and the club has want-

GARETH Ainsworth has revealed that
he views last season’s win against
Newport County as one of his most
important ahead of the Blues’ match
against the Exiles.

Wanderers kicked off last season
with a 2-0 win at Rodney Parade, in a
result which went a long way towards
ushering in a new era which saw them
reach the play-off final in May 2015.

The match was the first competitive
fixture after the Blues avoided
relegation the previous season and
Ainsworth reflects fondly on the game.

He said: “It was a fantastic
performance from us last year
because it was the first game since
nearly going down the year before.

“To win that game meant everything
and I still talk to Andrew Howard
[Wycombe chairman] about Newport
away being one of the best days of the
year last season.”

The fixture was also notable for a
number of Wycombe players making
their debuts as a new-look side set
about laying the first foundations for a
successful season.

This introduction of new players is
one of the main reasons behind
Ainsworth valuing the match as highly
as the club’s play-off wins against
Plymouth and their trip to Wembley.

Ainsworth explained: “It introduced
players like Jombati, Jacobson and
Murphy into the fold and Paul Hayes
even made his return, so it was a real
momentous game for me.

“I can count them [big games] on
one hand. Torquay away, Newport,
Wembley and the Plymouth play-offs
are the ones that really stick. Newport
is up there because it meant we
started the season on a high.”

ed for a regular scorer throughout
the season.

Paul Hayes, Garry Thompson and
Max Kretzschmar currently make
up the Blues’ attacking options and
Ainsworth confessed after the de-
feat at Cambridge United that the
lack of a consistent finisher may
lay between his side and an end-of-
season play-off push.

“You have got to pay for top strik-
ers. Your Jamie Curetons and Jay
Simpsons are top players. The Bar-
ry Corrs of this world are out of our
reach and that is why we make tar-

Fixture pile-up gives
Blues boss headache
BLUES boss Gareth Ainsworth
says the short turnaround between
matches has complicated prepara-
tions for tomorrow’s meeting with
Newport County.

Wanderers will be playing their
second away match of the week
after losing 1-0 against Cambridge
United on Tuesday night.

A mounting injury list and small
squad has made the successive
away days all the more difficult
and Ainsworth has stressed the
challenge he faces.

“It is really tough [the congested
fixture list]. I have counted the
squad and I only have 18 players
signed on contracts, so it is really
tough when it is like that,” he said.

“Three of them are injured at the
moment and you don’t have to be a
mathematician to know that you
are going to be down on numbers
on the bench.

“There is no ideal game in League
Two and I would rather we had the
weekend off if I’m honest because
we have had too many games so
far.”

Wanderers’ cause could be boost-
ed by the return of Aaron Pierre
while Marcus Bean’s hamstring
injury is not as serious as first
feared.

“Aaron is very close and will be
training for the next few days.

“I am hoping he will be back in
the squad on Saturday and if not
he will definitely be back a week
on Saturday,” Ainsworth said after

Tuesday’s defeat.
“Marcus is touch and go for Sat-

urday and Paris and Lynchy [Alex
Lynch] are the only definite absen-
tees, everyone else has a chance.”

Newport are currently 19th in
League Two and a run of three
wins and a draw in their last five
games has allowed them to put
an eight-point gap between them-
selves and the relegation zone.

A 2-0 loss to Crawley Town last
time out slowed Newport’s pro-
gress somewhat, but Ainsworth
remains cautious ahead of what
he believes will be a testing fixture.

He said: “It will be a tough game
because they are scrapping down
the bottom, not too far down the
bottom, but they have had a lease
of life and will want to finish well.

“I have heard the pitch isn’t fabu-
lous there as well. It has had two
rugby teams play on it, so their
pitch does wear badly.

“We will have to play the condi-
tions as much as our own game
and see what we can get out of
it.”

Ainsworth has good reason to
be wary of the Exiles considering
the shock win secured by County
when the sides last met at Adams
Park in October.

A Bean own goal and Scott
Bowden strike secured a 2-0 win for
the visitors as they sent Wanderers
to their third defeat in a row.

By Harry Gray

SPORT
gets,” he explained.

“You look at strikers here at the
Abbey and there are players on
more money than I could imagine
paying.

“That’s why we make these targets
which say we are not going to get
promoted or finish in the top three
because it will be a real struggle.

“Let’s give ourselves realistic tar-
gets, 61 points was 12th place last
year and after nearly going out of
business two years ago that is a re-
alistic target.”

Despite the clear desire to stifle

expectations in a season which is
becoming increasingly tight – just
three points separate Leyton Orient
in seventh and Cambridge in 12th
– Ainsworth is, of course, allowing
himself to be hopeful of making the
final cut in May.

He said: “If we can get ourselves
a bonus after that [reaching 61
points], brilliant.

“It is really tight around the play-
offs which is great for us, but there
are plenty more teams under pres-
sure to get promoted and we are not
one of them.”
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Aaron Pierre could be in line for a return to action with the Blues
tomorrow. Picture: ANITA ROSS MARSHALL

TOP POTTER
Proud High Wycombe pool
player finishes runner-up at
European Championships
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