
By Harry Gray

IT HAS been a difficult
month for Garry Thomp-
son as suspension and the
form of others had seen
him slip down the pecking
order of strikers at Adams
Park.

Nevertheless the 35-year-
old remains the Blues’
top scorer this term with
seven goals, and has been
a hugely committed figure
throughout the campaign.

This willingness to work
has made a six-game ab-
sence from the starting
XI difficult for Thompson
to take, and his return to
the fold in Saturday’s 1-0
win over Stevenage all the
sweeter.

Thompson’s time away
from the limelight was, of
course, partly self-inflicted
after he picked up a red
card against Dagenham
and Redbridge.

He said: “In my eyes I was
unfortunate to get sent off
and I think it has probably
been a month since I last
started a match, so I was
pleased to get out there and
be involved in a win.

“We have a small squad
and you know everyone
will get utilised. I was un-
der no illusions and didn’t
expect to come straight
back into the team. Like
anything you have to work
hard, do well in training
and hope that you get the
chance to play. I got that
chance today and I like to
think I did enough to stay
in the team.”

Thompson’s return co-
incided with a departure

THE financial trappings
of a footballer’s lifestyle
are well documented but
Gareth Ainsworth says his
players are motivated by
much more than money.

The Wycombe Wanderers
manager feels the motiva-
tion to play comes from
enjoyment rather than
financial reward, particu-
larly in the case of Satur-
day’s match winner Luke
O’Nien.

The 21-year-old scored in

the 70th minute to secure a
1-0 win over Stevenage and
Ainsworth highlighted the
pleasure the former Wat-
ford academy man takes
from simply playing.

He said: “Luke epito-
mises what Wycombe are
about with his work ethic
and his happiness around
the place.

“Not only can he go out
and play in front of fans
and score goals, but he gets
paid for that as well and

that is what I want to get
across to people.

“The players love playing
for Wycombe and playing
football and to boot they
get paid to do it. Money is
secondary to Luke though,
and he just loves being out
there playing football.

“He is one of the hardest
working pros I have come
across and he will be a part
of my plans for as long as
he keeps that work ethic.”

For evidence of this en-

joyment you need look no
further than the joyous cel-
ebrations which followed
O’Nien’s strike.

The goal earned Wy-
combe all three points
in what was a one-sided
match, and the midfielder
spoke of the pleasure he
took from a match-winning
moment which was a prod-
uct of hours of work on the
training ground.

“I don’t really know what
I was doing for the celebra-

tion but I really enjoyed
it. (Michael) Harriman
jumped at a funny angle
and sort of rugby tackled
me,” he explained.

“We work on repetition in
training and I get hundreds
and hundreds of those
sort of balls fed into me so
when the moment comes I
am ready for it.

“It is brilliant to come
away with the three points.
Everyone ran and ran and
it is great to get the goal.”

More than just a paycheck for Wanderers

Thompson back and
in the hunt for Blues
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Boss chuffed
as win marks
a milestone

ON a landmark day for Gareth Ains-
worth his players rose to the occa-
sion and delivered a performance to
suggest they may yet secure a play-
off place come May.

Granted, the opposition were poor
and the winning margin small, but
Saturday’s 1-0 victory over Stevenage
was a fine way for the Chairboys boss
to mark his 200th game in manage-
ment.

Luke O’Nien’s smart 70th-minute
strike settled matters at Adams Park
in a win Ainsworth dedicated to the
Wycombe fans, players and chairman
Andrew Howard.

Ainsworth said: “Stats come and
go and it was fantastic to know that
it was my 200th match. I didn’t know
about it until I was told a couple of
days ago.

“I am really pleased to mark it with
a win and it is a win for the fans, the
players and my fantastic, realistic
chairman Andrew Howard.”

Ainsworth’s side dominated from
start to finish and could have been
well ahead inside ten minutes.

Garry Thompson and Rowan Li-
burd both went close either side of
Paul Hayes hitting the woodwork
with a poacher’s effort, and Steve-
nage were indebted to goalkeeper
Jamie Jones for a number of fine
stops.

With 20 minutes remaining Wy-
combe’s profligacy looked as if it
may deny them the win their perfor-
mance deserved.

However, O’Nien settled matters as
he controlled on the edge of the box,
skipped past two limp Boro challeng-
es and arrowed a left-footed drive low
past Jones.

It was the fifth goal of an increas-
ingly productive first year at Adams
Park for the midfielder.

Ainsworth though, insisted he was
confident the breakthrough would
come in what he felt was a profes-
sional victory.

“If I start thinking a goal isn’t com-
ing it will seep out onto the pitch, so I
am always confident in my boys and I
wouldn’t swap any of them,” he said.

If his side can replicate the form
shown on Saturday they will stand
every chance of extending their sea-
son beyond May 7.
Wycombe Wanderers: Allsop; Mc-
Carthy, Stewart, Pierre, Jacobson,
Harriman, O’Nien, Bloomfield (Bean
85), Thompson, Hayes, Liburd (Ugwu
77). Subs not used: Richardson; Jom-
bati, McGinn, Wood, Sellers
Stevenage: Jones; Henry (Wilkinson
45), Wells, Okimo, Franks, Tonge, Cox
(Luer 81), Conlon, Parrett, Pett (Har-
rison 55), Kennedy. Subs not used:
Day; Hedges, Marriott, Gorman.

from the two-man attack
which Gareth Ainsworth
has employed more often
than not this season. The
former Notts County man
was joined by Paul Hayes
and Rowan Liburd up front
as the Chairboys put to-
gether a more potent per-
formance, which featured
14 shots on goal.

Reading loanee Liburd
has undoubtedly added a
fresh spark to the Wander-
ers’ front line and Ains-
worth was pleased with

what he saw from his new-
look attack.

“They complement each
other well and I think Paul
Hayes has hit a real vein of
form. He’s had a stop-start
season but is back playing
some top stuff now,” Ains-
worth explained. “Thom-
mo works well in a two or a
three and I can’t see Rowan
Liburd having two better
players either side of him
than those two”

Despite the positivity sur-
rounding Wycombe’s new-

look attacking triumvirate,
goal scoring remains the
club’s main issue.

Thompson has not found
the net since Boxing Day
– a run of 12 games – and
no Wycombe striker has
scored since the 2-1 win at
Dagenham and Redbridge
in February. Thompson
does, however, echo his
manager’s sentiments with
regard to the new forma-
tion and also believes Li-
burd can have a big impact.

“Rowan is a good focal

point and takes one or two
players out of the game,
so it is enjoyable for us to
work around him,” Thomp-
son said. “He was a threat
all game with his size and
aerial presence. He has a
great touch and is a typical
target man. He is pacey and
can run in behind. I think
he would be the first to say
he is disappointed not to
have come out of the game
with a goal.

“Hopefully he will score
soon and go on a good run.”

Garry Thompson returned to the Blues’ starting line-up against Stevenage. Picture: ANITA ROSS MARSHALL

Celebrating: Luke O’Nien.
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STRIKER believes he did enough to stay in side


