
By Harry Gray

FOR 20 minutes or so dur-
ing Saturday’s 2-1 defeat
to Portsmouth, Wycombe
Wanderers looked as
threatening as they have
done for several weeks.

In the end it meant little
though, as goals from Gary
Roberts and Conor Chap-
lin ended Blues’ play-off
hopes, in spite of Sido Jom-
bati’s superb free-kick.

In the cold light of day
Fratton Park will be
where Wanderers’ play-off
dreams were put to bed
in 2016 despite the perfor-
mance, and Blues boss Ga-
reth Ainsworth could not
hide his disappointment.

He said: “I would have
loved to have made the
play-offs. It is for the play-
ers and for the fans, and not
one per cent would have
been for me.

“I get my rewards by see-
ing the smiles on the faces
of players and hearing the
fans sing.

“I want to just give every-
thing for the fans and for
the players, so I am disap-
pointed for them more.”

The equation was simple
heading into Saturday’s
match. Defeat for Wycombe
and a win for AFC Wim-
bledon would consign the
Blues to another year in
League Two.

Ainsworth had billed the
meeting as a “must-win
game”, but his side’s start
belied his sense of urgency
and soon Portsmouth were
in the ascendency.

Paul Cook’s side probed,
prodded and got their re-

WHEN Sido Jombati
stepped up to take a sec-
ond-half free-kick against
Portsmouth on Saturday
few inside Fratton Park
fancied his chances of scor-
ing.

Yet, the Portuguese did,
and in some style as he
clipped the set piece deli-
cately over the wall and
into the top corner from 20
yards.

While Jombati’s second
goal of the season proved

to be in vain in a 2-1 defeat,
it was nonetheless a superb
effort.

The strike caused wide-
spread surprise, but the
right-back insists he al-
ways had faith in his abil-
ity to produce the goods.

He said: “To be fair, when
the ball is close to the line
I sometimes watch JJ [Joe
Jacobson] and ask if I can
take it.

“I watch him take free-
kicks in training and some-

times get involved, but
because he is a specialist
he always takes them in
matches.

“I am quite confident
close to the box and I think
I can do a job and JJ knows
that.”

Indeed, Jacobson is one
of the few players at the
club who can vouch for
Jombati’s quality in dead
ball situations.

The 28-year-old revealed
after the match that his

Welsh teammate had
backed him to find the net.

Jombati explained: “The
boys never saw me do it,
but JJ knows I can and he
actually said after the game
‘I was fancying you kid’.

“I just went for it, eve-
rything went well and I
scored.

“We almost got back in
the game, but they man-
aged to clear off the line
twice. A defeat is a defeat
so we are not very happy.”

If Jacobson was confi-
dent, Wanderers manager
Gareth Ainsworth was any-
thing but, and admitted so
after the game.

He said: “If I am being to-
tally honest, I was not 100
per cent confident he was
going to hit the target when
he took the ball off Max
Kretzschmar.

“I am really pleased for
Sido and he has had a tough
year with certain things.
But he is a solid player.”

Jombati confident of ability after free-kick

Strong finish fails to
rescue play-off hopes
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O’Nien a key
player: boss
of Chairboys

WYCOMBE Wanderers manager Ga-
reth Ainsworth believes tying Luke
O’Nien down to a three-year contract
is a big positive for the club.

The 21-year-old put pen to paper on
his new deal, which will keep him at
the club until 2019, on Friday.

Such is Ainsworth’s confidence in
O’Nien he feels the former Watford
man is one of a cohort of youngsters
he can build his team around for the
next few seasons.

“You have your O’Niens, [Michael]
Harrimans, [Aaron] Pierres and
[Danny] Rowes and those are the sort
of players you can build your club
around,” Ainsworth explained.

“I don’t want to miss anyone out
because all the players are important
to me, but we have a group of young
players here who really epitomise
what we are about.

“Luke is huge [for us]. I made my
mind up after five minutes of seeing
Luke O’Nien and he was everything
we want at the club.”

A knee injury has put a halt to an
impressive debut campaign at Ad-
ams Park and O’Nien has not fea-
tured for the Chairboys since the end
of March.

His five goals this season make
him the club’s second most potent
midfielder behind Harriman and his
energy has been sorely missed in the
heart of Wycombe’s midfield.

Time heals injuries though, and
the sense at the club is time will be a
precious commodity for O’Nien as he
continues to develop as a player.

Ainsworth, in particular, is eager
to continue working with O’Nien
and believes he still has some rough
edges to smooth out if he is to fulfil
his potential.

“Luke is not the finished article by
any means and he has a lot to learn.
He does try to take on everybody’s
jobs and thinks he can do every-
thing,” said Ainsworth.

“Sometimes we need to teach young
players what they can do and get
them to stick to doing that well.

“I think he is a great signing who is
one of the few players to slip through
the net at under-21 level. I am really
excited to continue working with
Luke.

“The three-year contract gives us
plenty of time to work with him,
and gives him plenty of time to blos-
som into the player I believe he can
be, which is a superb attacking mid-
fielder.”

Getting the deal done ahead of the
end of the season represents a fur-
ther plus for Ainsworth, as O’Nien’s
strong showings will certainly have
made him a target for other clubs in
the summer transfer window.

ward in the 37th minute as
Marc McNulty squared for
Roberts to tap in.

A ball over the top had
done for Wycombe in the
first half and a similar ap-
proach would be their un-
doing again in the second.

This time a clip down the
left found Chaplin in space
and the substitute raced
through to scuff low past
Ryan Allsop and double the
lead. Ainsworth, it is fair to
say, was not amused.

He conceded: “In the first

half we let a sloppy goal
in; I changed things in the
second half and we let in
another sloppy goal.”

Wycombe’s response was
as impressive as it was in-
stant as Jombati clipped a
free-kick in from 20 yards
in the 73rd minute.

It was a special effort
from the right-back and
sparked a frantic conclu-
sion which saw Jason Mc-
Carthy have a shot cleared
off the line.

The response led Ains-

worth to declare his pride
in his team, saying: “I am
really proud of the way we
ended the game. We have
taken the biggest team
in the division by a mile
right to the wire and for
Wycombe Wanderers to be
able to do that is fantastic.”

At full-time Portsmouth’s
near 16,000-strong crowd
erupted into chants of
‘we’re going to Wembley’.

Wycombe, for the first
time in almost two seasons,
will not be joining them.

Portsmouth: Jones;
Davies (Freeman 60),
Burgess, Clarke, Stevens,
Evans, Hollands, Doyle,
Naismith (McGurk 76),
McNulty (Chaplin 60), Rob-
erts. Subs not used: Mur-
phy; Barton, Smith, Close.
Wycombe Wanderers:
Allsop; McCarthy, Stew-
art, Pierre, Jombati, Rowe,
Bean, Harriman (Kretzsch-
mar 71), Hayes (Thompson
67), Sellars (Liburd 82).
Subs not used: Siegrist;
Jacobson, McGinn, Sellers.

Sido Jombati’s memorable free-kick was not enough to keep Blues’ play-off hopes alive.

Signed up: Luke O’Nien
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BLUES’ Wembley dream ended on south coast


