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Reading
Women’s
win chase
prolonged

MORE FRUSTRATION FOR ROYALS
AFTER SUNDERLAND STALEMATE

READING FC Women’s search for
their first win in the Women’s Super
League (WSL) One continued on Sun-
day as they drew 1-1 with Sunderland
Ladies.

The match at Adams Park was
shaped by two penalties as Reading
fought back through Helen Ward’s
spot-kick to secure a point with 16
minutes remaining. The incident
also saw a Sunderland player sent off.

Reading made a poor start as the
concession of an eighth-minute pen-
alty gave Beth Mead the chance to
open the scoring.

While her effort was superbly saved
by Reading keeper Mary Earps, Mead
turned home the rebound.

The point was well deserved for
Reading but winger Emma Follis
told the club’s website: “We are dis-
appointed again, we’ve come away
wanting more and it’s just not good
enough.

“We need to take our chances es-
pecially if they have gone down to
10. We're just missing that little last
thing which is so annoying.”

They will look to pick up a first
league win at Birmingham City La-
dies on Thursday, May 19.

Chalfont
invincible

DOUBLETROPHY DELIGHT FOR YOUNG
LITTLE CHALFONT SCHOOL TEAM

ARSENAL’s invincibles have some
competition after Little Chalfont
Primary School’s Year 5 football team
enjoyed an undefeated season.

The 14-strong squad won two
competitions across the course of the
year to give their campaign an extra
sheen in the form of silverware.

Having come together as a team in
September Little Chalfont’s road to
glory began when they entered into
the Primary Schools FA Under-10 Cup.

The six-month-long tournament saw
them score 13 goals and concede just
twice in a three-game mini-league.

This success allowed them to
progress to the knockout stages of
the tournament where two 1-0 wins
were enough to take them to the final.

A talented Great Missenden side
would provide the final hurdle for Little
Chalfont, but again their work rate and
skill would win out in another 1-0 win.

Their second success came in April
as they took on 13 other schools in the
Chiltern & South Bucks Primary
School FA Under-10s six-a-side event.

Again Chalfont proved to be too
strong for their opposition as they
scored six times while conceding none
to win the trophy for the first time in its
30-year history.

Siegrist praised after
‘outstanding’ debut

AINSWORTH BELIEVES WANDERERS
HAVE UNEARTHED ‘POTENTIAL GEM’

GOOD goalkeepers are a rare breed,
but it appears Wycombe Wander-
ers have discovered another in the
form of Benjamin Siegrist.

The Swiss stopper, who arrived
on loan from Aston Villa in mid-
March, made a long-awaited debut
for the Chairboys during Saturday’s
1-0 defeat to Accrington Stanley.

He was reliable throughout and
made some smart saves to keep
Wanderers in a game they rarely
looked like winning.

Siegrist’s surprise inclusion was,
Gareth Ainsworth confirmed, a
chance for the Wycombe boss to
assess the qualities of a keeper he
believes could have an extended fu-
ture at Adams Park.

“I think he was outstanding today
and we have got a potential gem in
Benjamin Siegrist now,” Ainsworth
explained.

“Itis all about this club and wheth-
er we can get players like that. I will
be working hard in the summer [to
do that].

“Benji has been here for seven
or eight weeks and hasn’t played a
game. The only time I can get a look
at him is in a first-team game and
that goes for every player here.

“Today was a chance to look at a
keeper who I think is good enough
to play in League Two and I was
very impressed with what I saw.”

Matt Ingram and Ryan Allsop
have both filled the Wycombe goal
with distinction during the season,
while injury has denied Alex Lynch
arun in the team.

While it would be premature to
suggest Siegrist has all the qualities
to thrive as a regular number one —
Saturday was only his fifth career
appearance — the initial signs were
positive.

Both Allsop and Siegrist’s loans

Benjamin Siegrist impressed on his Wycombe debut during their home defeat on Saturday.
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are set to end at the conclusion of
the campaign, and there is a sense
the 24-year-old could be the more
likely to be retained if a deal can be
agreed with Villa.

It is certainly an opportunity
which would appeal to Siegrist.

“That was the plan [to stay be-
yond his initial loan] and the man-
ager brought me in to look at me in
training, so I am thankful for the
opportunity,” Siegrist explained in
near word-perfect English after the

Accrington match at Adams Park.

“It is a good set-up here and I like
training with Baz [Barry Richard-
son]. I see the enthusiasm the gaf-
fer has which does transfer onto the
players.

“As far as my career goes, I am
definitely looking to improve and
I need to play. Like I say Wycombe
have given me the opportunity and I
am really thankful for that.”

While Siegrist would like to re-
main at Adams Park, his immediate

aim will be to hold onto his starting
spot for the trip to Oxford.

He accepts Ainsworth and the
coaching staff will decide whether
he or Allsop starts, but says he is
looking forward to it either way.

“It is a big game with it being a
derby and everyone has been telling
me about it,” he said.

“If T don’t play I will support
Rocky [Ryan Allsop] like I have
done before and like he was sup-
porting me today.”

Boss: Blues vulnerable to big offers

WYCOMBE Wanderers’ ongoing
struggle with debt means they will
always be susceptible to losing their
players to big money offers, Blues
boss Gareth Ainsworth accepts.

Ainsworth has repeatedly stated
the financial strain the club is un-
der and has stressed their battle in
both signing and keeping players.

With the summer transfer window
fast approaching, and a number of
Wycombe players impressing dur-
ing the campaign, Ainsworth ac-
cepts that money could talk.

“You would have to ask the chair-
man that one but we will make deci-
sions which are in the best interests
of the club,” Ainsworth said when
asked if the club is in a position
where they would have to accept a

big money offer.

“If someone offered me £1million
for one of my players they are out
of here. Trust me, it is the same for
most teams in League Two.”

The Wycombe boss addressed the
club’s financial constraints in the
national media in the past week, de-
scribing the situation as stable but
adding that the debt ensures they
are still in choppy waters.

It is a debt which he insists he will
have to help manage for the foresee-
able future and claims he is happy
to take on the challenge of doing so.

“We have to do things in a certain
way and the debt is going to be there
for a while unless we get a big Thai
investor come in and buy us like all
these other clubs seem to,” he said.

“I don’t have the choice [of spend-
ing big]. It would be great to be able
to go out and take my pick of the
best players in the world, but I have
never shirked a challenge.

“You do what you can with what
you have and I do what I can to keep
Wycombe in the best position pos-
sible.”

Part of doing the best he can for
the club involves a summer spent
dealing with agents and Ainsworth
says the transfer window will be ex-
tremely busy for him.

He said: “The busiest time for a
manager is probably the close sea-
son because we are on the phone
all the time, and we get called up
by agents 10 times a day to say they
have the perfect player.

“Iwon’t be sat on the beach for two
months and I think I have about 10
or 12 days with the family all in all.
Iam a lucky man, I am a loyal man
and will give my all for the club.”
® Blues will play Championship
side Brentford in their first pre-sea-
son friendly of the summer.

The match will take place at Ad-
ams Park on Tuesday, July 19 and
will kick-off at 7.45pm.

The clubs have enjoyed a fruitful
relationship in the past with Sam
Saunders, Nico Yennaris and Alfie
Mawson spending productive loan
spells at Wycombe last season.

Current Chairboys defender Aar-
on Pierre was also in the Brentford
youth squad set-up before joining
Wanderers in 2014.
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