
Boss says Wanderers must learn from defeat

Three stay
and four
leave club

Gareth Ainsworth

AINSWORTH: ‘Last eight games have been more of a whimper’

BLUES: Bloomfield relishing being guiding hand

NEW CONTRACTS FOR THREE PLAYERS
AS FOUR DEPART ADAMS PARK

GARETH Ainsworth says his young
Wycombe Wanderers side must
learn from their painful 3-0 defeat at
Oxford United if they are to survive
in the game.
The Chairboys were outplayed by

their League One-bound local rivals
and the loss brought to a close a dis-
appointing end to a campaignwhich
has floundered towards its conclu-
sion.
Ainsworth though, insists his play-

ers must learn from the mistakes of
not only Saturday’s defeat but their
poor run of form towards the end of

WYCOMBE Wanderers have
announced the extension of three
players’ contracts while four players
will leave the club.

Matt Bloomfield, 32, Paul Hayes, 32,
and Sam Wood, 29 have all agreed
deals to remain at the club, while Alex
Lynch, Gozie Ugwu, Max Kretzschmar
and Ryan Sellers have been released.

Marcus Bean is also considering a
new deal and Aaron Pierre has been
offered an extension on his current
contract which expires in the summer
of 2017.

Wycombe manager Gareth Ainsworth
said in a statement: “It’s the hardest
part of the job, making the decision
about how best to move forward as a
club in terms of the squad we want to
build.

“Matt, Paul, Marcus and Sam are all
integral parts of Wycombe Wanderers
and they have earned the chance to
stay with us due to their hard work on
and off the pitch.

“They fit the culture that we have
developed here and their experience
and ability are so important for us.

“With Luke O’Nien signing on a
three-year contract a fortnight ago,
and with the new contract we have
offered Aaron Pierre, I hope the
supporters will see that we are doing
all we can to hit the right blend in
terms of young talent and older
heads.”

Bloomfield’s deal will keep him at
the club he has served for other a
decade for another year while captain
Hayes has signed a new two-year deal.

Wood’s one-year extension comes
after the midfielder triggered a clause
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the campaign.
“They [the players] have got to

learn from today, if you don’t you
get left behind and you don’t have a
career in football. That is how bru-
tal it is,” Ainsworth explained after
Saturday’s defeat.
“Players haven’t reached their

potential this season. All in all we
went out to get 61 points and ended
up with 64.
“People will say ‘it’s ok, we have

done more than we expected’, but,
being honest, I expected just that
little bit more and I was gutted the

‘It’s great for them to
turn to me for advice’
IT’S been a long time since Matt
Bloomfield signed his first con-
tract with Wycombe Wanderers. In
fact, it’s more than 12 years.
A one-year contract extension,

which he signed on Monday, en-
sures he will reach 13 in the Wy-
combe blue he first donned as a
reserved 19-year-old after arriving
at Adams Park from Ipswich Town
in 2003.
A lot has changed in the decade

plus since he made the swap – not
least, Bloomfield says, the Wander-
ers number 10’s role at the club.
“My role has changed unrecog-

nisably. When I first joined I was
19-years-old and I came into a
changing room of men I’d never
met before in my life and I didn’t
know any of them by name,”
Bloomfield explained.
“I didn’t have a clue about what

was out there in the big wide
world of football because I’d come
through the Ipswich youth system
and lived at home.”
Fast forward to 2016 and there is

little the 32-year-old doesn’t know
about the perils and pitfalls of life
as a professional.
Now the club captain is looked

upon as a font of knowledge by
Wycombe’s hoard of younger play-
ers. It is fair to say he relishes the
position.
Bloomfield explained: “From

joining the club to now I have
taken on a leadership role, trying
to guide players and give them ad-

vice. They always come to me for
chats about their game and little
bits and pieces. It is great for them
to turn to someone likemyself who
they can lean on for help.
“I have loved doing that and in

this squad there are some great
lads, so it is something I enjoy and
I thrive on the responsibility of
trying to lead the team.”
With both Bloomfield and Wan-

derers keen to continue their rela-
tionship, a new deal at the clubwas
always likely to materialise.
He was pleased to put pen to pa-

per so soon after Wycombe’s sea-
son had come to a close, and will
now turn his focus to his continued
rehabilitation from a broken arm.
Bloomfield’s latest contract will

take him beyond his 33rd birthday
and the question of retirement in-
evitably rears its head as he reach-
es the latter stages of his career.
It is a subject, however, which

Bloomfield has no interest in. He
is instead looking forward to an ex-
tended tour of duty with Wycombe
which he hopes will see him end
his career at the club.
“As long as I am performing to

the right level, and the club is hap-
py with what I am doing, I don’t see
why I would ever want to leave,”
Bloomfield explained.
“I certainly don’t have any desire

to move elsewhere, or to play my
football anywhere else.”

By Harry Gray

SPORT
last eight games have been more of
a whimper than anything.”
A youthful squad means Ains-

worth can be hopeful his side will
take the required steps needed to
learn from the mistakes of the clos-
ing months of the League Two sea-
son.
The Wycombe manager also be-

lieves some of the players have been
tested in a way their limited experi-
ence has not readied them for, and
concedes he is still learning in the
game himself.
It is a fair point to make and de-

spite being in charge of Wycombe
for 200 matches Ainsworth, who
turned 43 today, is still a youngman-
ager.
The Wanderers boss said: “Some

of the older players do feel it more
and the young boys come in and
haven’t got experience.
“You are asking them to do things

thatmaybe their years are not ready
for.
“Again I am learning as a manager

and I will be rebuilding in the sum-
mer the way I think we need to re-
build.”
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Matt Bloomfield in his teenage years playing for Ipswich Town.
Picture: ACTION IMAGES

GOOD START
Champions High Wycombe
start their title defence with
a success against Slough
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