WANTED: Gareth Ainsworth

GARETH
CHATTER
DOESN'T

SURPRISE ¥

GARETH Alnsworth may
have re jected the advances
of Sunderland - but spec-
wlation about his future is
NGl Foing away.

Alnsworth, 46, recently
turned down a two-vear
deal at the Stadium of
Light to extend his sev-

ar reign at Adams

ark. But having pro-
pelled Wycombe from the
brink of relegation to
the National League into
the upper echelons of
League One, Dominic Gape
reckons the former QPR
winger will be a target for
every Championship club.

“We weren't worried
about the Sunderland
links,” says Gape. “Gareth
is a pretty honest guy, and

il anything was happening
we'd be the first to know.

“Hut it's something we'll
all have to get used to now,
If we're going to perform
well and get noticed, it's
only natural that the gaf-
fer will get offered jobs.

“The culture in foothall
now, managers get sacked
all the time. With every-
thing he's achieved here,
it's an obvious name to
put towards any job in the
Championship and Leagne
One.

“You saw it with the
Cowley brothers - young
English managers who'd
done an outstanding job
in the lower leagnes. They
were deservedly linked
with preity much every
job going and 1 think
you'll now see the same
thing with Gareth. All we
can do is keep our heads
down and ignore it.”

Ainsworth, though,
could yet be iempted to
remain at Adams Park
long-term by the arrival of
ambitious new owner Rob
Couhig The American law-
¥er - who has bought a 75

per cent stake in the ciub
- will invest £2.2m to settle
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By Chris
Dunlavy

OMINIC Gape was
14 and a hot pros-
pect at Southamp-
ton when he made
a deal with his par-
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Recovery
‘But I'm enjoying it, and

I think it's the right thir
do, Y

ters in business administra-
tion. They are both players 1
look up 1o
‘It was an obvious step for

me. As a youth team foothal-
ler, your dw-. are full Then
you go into the firs-tes am,
where there's a ot mors
Eames and therefore a lot
more recovery. You have a Jot
ol down l!rnv? and need to he
off your feet ™

But doesn't that mean
jumping in a golf bugey or
seftling into a lengthy ses.
‘ﬂﬂn of FIFA or Fortnite?

"For some people, yeah ™

says Gape. “And that's Mne
If people enjoy plmrm:.: video
games and that takes their
mind off football, great. But
perscnally, 1 do need 1o be
stimulated in a way that chal-
lenges me a little bit

“As a footballer. [ want to
be able to come away from
training and still feel Iike '
progressing. Il you're jusi
sifting at home - espec lally

if you're injured - it can feel
like everybody else is mov ing
forward and you're just stag-
nating. This way, 1 can take
my mind off foothall but still
Tl-l: like I'm using the time

degree I'm doing is
broad. It covers sever.
al different aspects. But I'm
fascinated by how businesses
work, so it's not a chore,

“In that sense, my mindset
atmu education now is oom-
pl ¢ different to what it
was when [ was 16 or 17 and
had to do it

“I's  interesting.  It's
stimulating. You want 1o
do i, and you're doing
it for yourself It takes
away that thought pro-
cess of ‘T've gol to do all ]

this work' or Tvegotto | el

give up three hours'.
"Speaking to the

older boys here, 49
they quite often “I0S
wish they'd spent

their time more wisely [ find
a lot of older professionals
doing what I'm doing, but it's

a bit of a race against ¢
I'll have my m:,

degree by m
I'll hopefully be uvljbj-t "
On the pitch, too, Gape has

Proved an apt pupil
N ee whs p‘hep Aﬂuﬂ

arrived on
six-momth loan from Sajnu
in August 2016, he swiftly

adapted to the hurly burly of

League Two and proved so

impressive that Wanderers

signed him on a permanent
deal the following January

He has since become a

mainstay of the side that

won promotion from League

Two in 2018, scrapped to

survival last term and are

now battling the

likes Tpswich and

e | Sunderland  for

=B 1# promotion to the

. Championship,
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he has succeeded where 50 mnka-urh:mk six ‘months,

many top-flight starlets fail, and I did everything to im-.

Gape initially cltes his own press.”

adaptability Of equal importance,
“Coming out of a Premier however,

was the education
League academy, the techni. provided by a squad of veter
cal aspects of your game are  ans frequently dubbed Dad's

not in question,” he says, Army,
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EXPERIENCE
Wycombe striker
Adeboyo Akinfenwo
and, left, midfielder
Matt Bloomfield

doing brilliantly at
@PR. We had him on
loan & couple of vears ago
and straightaway we were
like *Wow, this guy has got
snmethjng special’,

“But he also got a similar
education to me by coming
here and, if you ask him, I'm

aurehelltaﬂ?nuil-‘!thﬂw fo

important that was.”

d that culture, says
Gape, is the secret to the
Chairboys' unaxpected pro-
i

i g into the season,
we odds-on favourites
to go down,” he says. “When

u see that, it does puat a
ﬁ’t of fire in your belly. You
want to prove people wron

"Yes, we're a small club,
and you've got teams in the
league like Sunderland who
aren't remotely comparable
to Wycombe in terms of re-
sources. But there's more
i football than history, sl::e
and budgets. People don't
consider that we've had the
same manager, the same
spine and identity for sever-
al years,

“Sheffield United are the
perfact example, They've got
a settled team, an identity
and a culture. h.vewbody
knows their role, and what's
expected. That counts for a
hell of a lot.”
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