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Doing the 92 is Daniel Storey’s odvssey to every English football league club in a

siitggle seasor, The best way to follow his jorney is by subscribing here. MOST POPULAR
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The skx
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far a further theee
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READ NEXT T say that Ainsworth sculpted Wycombe as he

saw fit is an understatement. It

nsn't just that

he hrought second-tier fi all to this club for

the frst time in its history (the great lument s

n was played
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Alejandre Garnacho
employee put it to me: “We were the Cea :
of the 21t century”,
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football up to A e for him to T why
hald the ball up; deliberately sacrificed possession and then counter attacks; Newcastle want

Dubravka to stay - and
what it means for
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ence for

set-piece success: ultimate commitment to holding onto leads: a pr

experienced players, often older than 33.

This was underdog football at an underdog club and thus perfect harmony was
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So when Ainsworth was

spraached by, Park Rangers in

Fabn 3, Wycombe were a blar < made

instantly to send for a club legend. Matt Bloomfield had spent 19 years as a
her club, He had

layer at Adams Park and never p me for any

ere when still playing and then taken his first steps
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When Wycombe put ance, Bloomficld

1 the call, Bloomfield jumped at the ch

played more than half of his career under Ainswortly cherished the

ness and grit of his former manager's style and retained deep respect for

£

him. But he also knew that Wyenmbe now had the chanee to be someth

eliffere

nd that his own principles of pessession and attacking prolific

could work.

There were

ring Himes for Ble field. Last sea . ame fairly close to the
wing times for Bloomfield. Last season, he came fairly close 1o the Hevecistla warit
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sack after o run of ane win in 17 games and Wycombe ended the season in tenth
having been just outside
wengon, Wycombe are L

on zane at the end of January. But this

% top scorers and they now avern

e mnTe

possession than their opponents, For those of us who watched the Alnsworth

. It tokes s

nme getting used to.

Then, at the end of last season, the moment that mj

e Wycombe's

jus
future for good. Owner Rob Couhig announced that he had accepted a deal for

Mikhail Lonstadze to buy 90 per cent of Wycombe Wanderers.

Newcastle want
Dubravka to stay - and
what it means for
Jamuary transfers

an Ric

Conthig initially remained on as chairman as agreed, w (a former
emplovee at multiple Premier League clubs who knew Lomeadzel appointed as
chief foothall officer. But when Couhig became involved as a bidder for B

g
UE.

Rice became the chairman.

I'm going to guess that you might have preconcepeions of how a Georgian
Kazakh tech billionaire might operate after buying a lower-league football club.




Lomtadze has an estimated worth of £4.5bn and his company Kaspi.kz i3 the
most valunhle public company in Eazakhstan.

AT NERT Tl happily concede that | expectod lavish
spending and for Bloomfield to loze his job,
As the five waords from ane Wycombe fan on

Reddit sald when imreducing the news: "lam a
bit scared”.

We both owe Lomtadze an apolopy.

“0ur goal Is to achieve long-term success both
on and off the pitch whilst building a finuncially
sustainable elub,” the new owner said at the
point of his tmkeover.

“The foothall warld i3 evalving very fast and our
priority will be to integrate data analytics and technology to clevate the club’s

2o to new levels,

T

"1 am also a strong believer in youth development and it will be fundamental to
the club’s vision.”

This summer, Wycombe signed two plavers for transfer fees, deals worth
around £100.000 in total. Their top scorer is Richard Hone, a 21-year-ald striker

picked up from the Exsex Senior Le ed at the Homeless World
Cup in 2019, The sntire tranafer foe cost of Wycombe's first-team sguad iz not

much more than £250,000,

who play

While free-spending Elomingham
Bleamficld himself concedes - W
with the 10th bi

o will lkely win the title - something
combe are punching above their weight again
in the division. The loan market was used and the

data analytics model will aid recruitment in January,

Lomtadze finds a foothall club in a fascinating position. High Wycombe is a
tow of around 175,000 people but the average attendance this seagon is just
over 5,100, lower than 14 clubs in the division below. Adams Park sits at the end
of an industrial estate on the literal edge of the town's boundaries and getting
teh s beastly, Put simply: it's e

away po 5y to support Arsenal or Chelsea

around here.

Wycombe Wanderers 0-1 Huddersfield Town

Total goals seen; 147

The one thing Il remember in May: A1l very well parking your car at
the top of 3 hill if it isnt snowy and you have 1o walk back o it at 10pm.
Like It's A Knockout! does the Alps,

A multibillionaire owner could chase this dream guite quickly: the man who
brought the town around its foathall club, You sign some big

rs, have

name pl

light shows before games (Couhig did indeed fntroduce post-game firewarks),
sign a documentary deal and invite some cefebrity influencers down to drum up

notoriety. Or you ean choose 1o rebuild o foorball club from the bottom up,

At the beginning of this season, Wycombe announced that they had agreed o
donl to move into the Hardington facilities in West London that had proviously
been used as a tralning base by Chelsea and Queens Park Rangers, Harlington
has 18 full-size pltches, Astrowrf pitches, gym., canteen, changing rooms,
offices, workrooms and meeting reoms.

I'mi labouring the point for o reasan. Wycombe's previous training ground,

Marlow Road, served a purpose and you might even argue that it fit the
the Ainsworth underdog army spirit.

age of

But when Bleomficld's team were in a sticky parch last winter, neither of the two
pitches at Marlow Road were playable and a L
around for a place to train. That is no lonper good encugh.

agun One club

left ringing

The second half of this pred masterplan wax announced in Sep 3
when Wycombe formally ook the next step towards launching a new academy
that will be based at Harlington, That is symbolic here: in 2012 Wycombe

closed their academy over financinl restraings and the potential impacts of the

new Elite Player Performance Plan.

ext season, but

The first task is to achieve Category Four status for the start
the longer visio
level - within five years. The location of the training ground becomes cructal,
for it gives Wycombe a far greater chance of attracting talent from acress

ambe to huve ademy = the highest

London,

In October, the acade held its first “Talent 1D Day™ to recruit pl for the

Arst Under-18 squad, marked with a fve
teams from local private academies. 1t was a line in the sand and the start of
somuthing those involved beliove will become special.

~side competition between invited

Mia

it i sk Actame Fark (Phosc: GetTy]

To become a

gory One academy [s not casy. It requires significant
investment in infrastructure, personnel and may well requins Wycombe to be
playing in a higher divisian, although that is not a necessary prerequisite.

A number of positions have already been filled: academy director Jeremy Saver
and a

lemy head of recruitment Nathon Marshall recruited from Brighton,
Harry Hudzon as Ul8s head coach from Brentford, Saver in particular 3 seen ns
a coup at this level.

The idea is that the three elements of Wycambe will go hand in ha [here will
presumably be money to spend on players, recruited using the analytics model

that will be secking aut bargains 1o sell on when developed - list werk they
announced the signing of Danish cenral defender Anders Hagelakjaer from
Norwegian club Molde. The training ground will make the club more attractive
1o potential sig;
process more efficient.
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And then the academy will allow Wycombe to attract young talent with the
promise of pathways to the first team, allow the club to generate trd

revenue to reinvest and potentially hold anto that talent for a little longer while
they develop and thus gain in value. Newcastle want
Dubravkato stay - and
what it means for
January transfers
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This will take time, probably lots of time. This week, there have been strong

suggestions that Bloomfield will look to take the man

job at Luton Town in
the Champienship. It may not be a step up of many places in the league ladder,

but you ean see why he thinks it is a bigger pool for him to make his own name.

Even before the Bloomfield reports, gaing up to the Championship this season

would rep lud h this early in the project. There are
eight former Premier League clubs in League One and that doesn’t nclude the ::mi’lr’g il
upwardly mobile Wreham and Stockport Copnry. b

January transters

Without Eloomfield, Wycombe would indeed need to consolidate and work out
who is hest to take on this project. But they have u stable hasis now, a plan in
place and they will be attractive to potential replacements, As they have always
known: change is inevitnble.

And what is the rush? Wycombe only became a EFL club for the first time in
their history i1 1993, They have had one sccond tier season, They can boast two
famous cup runs, but those are the only occasions in Wycombe's history that
they have gone beyond the fourth round in the FA Cup or Caraban Cup. If
running before they are ready to walk is going to make the end product less
effective or less efficient. why do it?
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It may sound a litthe faneiful to talk of Wycombe's potential when anly a several
thousand prople are watching an when the home team has a chance to go top of
the league, But then if the billionalre owner was buying strikers for £10m,
prople would be lauding the grand ambition. Newcastle want
Dubravha to stay - and
what it means for
Jamuary transfers

Ambition has multiple heads, you see, Your club's very rich owner has two
options within the EFLs lower reaches, They can build something for your
predilection as soon as possible, or they can try to build semothing that muy be

championed in 10 or 20 years' time.

As this project gets going in earnest - and even allowing for a little hvperbale -
the evidence is porsuasive, Wycombe might prove to be English foothall’s most
interesting club in 20
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w  Danicl Storey has set himself the goal of visiting all 92 grounds across the
Premier League and FFL this season. You can follow his progress via our

interactive map and find every article (so far) here
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